
 
 

2025 Representative Sample of Local Events 
 
Alabama 
Bay Minette, Alabama: Tejuania Nelson, Lighthouse Academy, 251-651-2192, 
kidzfirst1995@gmail.com  
Lighthouse Academy will celebrate Lights On Afterschool on November 7 at 3:00 PM with a 
fun-filled afternoon of outdoor games, creative art stations, and hands-on science activities at its 
campus! Children will enjoy races, relays, and team challenges while exploring their creative 
side through painting, building, and simple experiments. It will be a perfect mix of movement, 
imagination, and discovery all in one exciting day. 
 
Decatur, Alabama: Deandra Elliott-Richardson, Boys & Girls Clubs of Northern Alabama, 256-
345-1883, delliott-richardson@bgcnal.com 
On October 30, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Northern Alabama will hold a Community Bingo 
Night and open house from 4:00 to 5:30 PM to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. More than 50 
students and family members will gather at the 3rd Street Club location for an evening of bingo 
and other group games. Representatives from nearby schools and local first responders are 
expected. 
 
Double Springs, Alabama: Nakia Wakefield, Winston County Schools, 205-717-3328, 
nwakefield@wcsclass.com  
Winston County Schools is proud to present “Petrifying Putt-Putt,” a family event held for Lights 
On Afterschool. Families are invited to dress in their Halloween costumes to play putt-putt golf, 
enjoy student art and musical performances, design and carve pumpkins, play party games, and 
eat Halloween snacks. The event will take place at Double Springs Middle School on October 23 
from 3:30 to 5:00 PM. 
 
Gadsden, Alabama: Afterschool Ambassador Janie Browning, Gadsden City Schools, 256-549-
2994, jbrowning@gadsdencityschools.org   
Gadsden City Schools is celebrating Lights On Afterschool with a community-wide event 
highlighting student projects, STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) showcases, 
and enrichment activities from all nine of its 21st Century Community Learning Center sites. 
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Families, community partners, and local leaders will join for an evening of fun, learning, and 
celebration to shine a light on the power of afterschool programs and the partners who make 
them possible.  
 
Jacksonville, Alabama: Priscilla Boykin, Boys & Girls Clubs of East Central Alabama, 256-
770-6539, priscillaboykin1969@gmail.com  
The Boys & Girls Clubs of East Central Alabama will host a “STEM Extravaganza” to celebrate 
Lights On Afterschool. Students and families will gather at the Club’s GlenWood Meadows Unit 
on October 23 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM for a variety of STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
art, and math) activities to get students excited about science while showcasing the importance of 
afterschool programs in the East Central Alabama community.  
 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama: Kandi Massey, Tuscaloosa City Schools, 205-759-3664, 
kmassey@tusc.k12.al.us  
At 4:00 PM on October 23, students and families are invited to step into the Haunted Laboratory! 
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, University Place Elementary School will transform into a 
spooky science lab full of hands-on experiments, eerie activities, and hair-raising fun. Families 
will explore stations mixing Halloween thrills with science skills, proving that learning can be 
both magical and a little bit mad!  
  
Alaska  
Anchorage, Alaska: Thomas Azzarella, Alaska Afterschool Network, 
tazzarella@alaskachildrenstrust.org  
The Alaska Afterschool Network teamed up with Muldoon Elementary School’s 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers program to host a Lights On Afterschool outdoor family fun run 
and auction on October 16 from 6:00 to 7:30 PM at Muldoon Elementary School. The free event 
included dinner, a silent auction and guest speakers. Anchorage families joined the 
Mountainview Student Council, local supporters and state representatives for an evening 
celebrating afterschool programs. 
 
Fairbanks, Alaska: Jennifer Wienke, Fairbanks North Star Borough School District, 907-388-
1989, jennifer.wienke@k12northstar.org  
For Lights On Afterschool, the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District will host open 
houses at all seven of its 21st Century Community Learning Centers on October 23 from 3:00 to 
5:00 PM. These events will showcase the diversity of Fairbanks afterschool programs for 
families, school staff, and local leaders. Each site will provide “Lights On” activities and 
afterschool program leadership will read the Lights On Afterschool proclamation at the school 
board monthly meeting. 
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Homer, Alaska: Lucas Thoning, Kenai Peninsula Borough School District, 907-299-7251, 
lthoning@kpbsd.k12.ak.us 
For Lights On Afterschool, Project GRAD Kenai Peninsula will host open house events during 
its regularly scheduled sessions on October 23 at the Razdolna, Voznesenka, and Chapman 
schools. Parents are invited to attend the session to participate in Lights On-themed activities, 
including light drawing and LED greeting cards. 
 
Metlakatla, Alaska: Amanda Hayward, Boys & Girls Club of Metlakatla, 907-617-9078, 
ahayward@bgcalaska.org 
On October 17, the Boys & Girls Club of Metlakatla held an open house and ice cream social at 
its clubhouse in celebration of Lights On Afterschool. Families and community members were 
invited to tour the Club and learn more about the programs and activities available while 
enjoying ice cream. More than 50 guests attended. 
 
Palmer, Alaska: Afterschool Ambassador Tyler Healy, Youth 360, 907-373-3613, 
director@youth-360.org  
Youth 360 is hosting a Lights On Afterschool family event on November 8 at Teeland Middle 
School from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. The event will shine a light on challenges and opportunities 
for families of current and future teenagers, and provide information on local programs that help 
teens stay connected with their families, positive peer groups, and community. Presentations will 
include online safety, vaping, and involvement with child’s education, as well as panel 
discussions with local parents and teens. This event is not just for parents. Fun, supervised 
activities for kids and teens will be available, provided by Thrive Mat-Su. The whole community 
is welcome to drop in and join the fun! 
 
Wasilla, Alaska: Chrissy Ritchey, Boys & Girls Clubs of Southcentral Alaska, 907-357-2582, 
critchey@bgcalaska.org  
On October 23, the Boys & Girls Club of Mat-Su will host a free Halloween event at its 
clubhouse from 5:20 to 6:20 PM in celebration of Lights On Afterschool. Families are invited to 
participate in hands-on activities that promote health and wellness. Children will then be able to 
walk through a cardboard Halloween maze.  
 
Arizona  
Gilbert, Arizona: Kristin Stoltzmann, Gilbert Public Schools, 480-540-0283, 
kristin.stoltzmann@gilbertschools.net  
Gilbert Public Schools will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with light-up dance parties at its 25 
elementary schools on October 23 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. Each party will also play a slideshow 
of pictures from this school year’s programs. More than 1,000 students, family members, and 
school staff members are expected to attend across all locations. Snacks and drinks will be 
available at each event.  
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Glendale, Arizona: Clarissa Morgan, Deer Valley Unified School District, 
clarissa.morgan@dvusd.org  
Coyote Club House at Mountain Shadows Elementary will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with 
an open house event on October 23 from 4:30 to 6:30 PM. Parents and school staff are invited to 
visit and observe the activities that students enjoy during their afterschool program. Guests can 
participate in a craft and meet afterschool staff. 
 
New River, Arizona: Shannon Maurisak, Deer Valley Unified School District, 602-501-2530, 
shannon.maurisak@dvusd.org  
In celebration of Lights On Afterschool, Canyon Springs STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, and math) Academy will hold a fall festival featuring snacks, games, crafts, 
challenges with prizes, glow sticks, and face painting. Fire fighters from Daisy Mountain Fire 
and Medical will visit to teach students about fire safety. The festival will take place on October 
23 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM.  
 
Peoria, Arizona: Jazzmyn Thomas, Deer Valley Unified School District, 623-363-1504, 
jazzmyn.thomas@dvusd.org  
On October 23, from 4:00 to 6:00 PM, Terramar Kids Club at Terramar Academy of the Arts 
will hold a student showcase and festival for Lights On Afterschool. Students will get a chance to 
show off what they’ve been working on in their program while enjoying games, crafts, and snow 
cones. 
 
Arkansas 
Bentonville, Arkansas: Shannon Brown, Bentonville Schools, 4792680320, 
shbrown@bentonvillek12.org 
Adventure Club at Bentonville Schools will continue its long tradition of celebrating Lights On 
Afterschool by hosting a community Trunk-or-Treat event on October 23 from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. 
The event will be held at Child Enrichment Services, the main office for Bentonville Schools’ 
programs, and will include a student performance, face painting, and a dress-up contest along 
with 14 decorated trunks. More than 300 people are expected.  
 
Hot Springs, Arkansas: Amos Gray, High Impact Movement, Inc., 501-418-2501, 
Him.inc2018@gmail.com  
High Impact Movement is proud to present “Shine Bright,” a Lights On Afterschool event. The 
focus will be to encourage youth and parents to use their voices and advocate for afterschool 
programs in their community. More than 100 guests will gather at Majestic Park to hear speeches 
from guests including the mayor and city manager of Hot Springs and Dr. Levita Hale-Wells of 
the Arkansas Out Of School Network. A balloon release will follow the speeches.  
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Rogers, Arkansas: Angela Smith, Teen Action & Support Center, 479-636-8272, 
angela@tascnwa.org 
On October 23, the Teen Action & Support Center will host a Family Volunteer Night at “The 
Hub,” its Benton County teen center for Lights On Afterschool. From 6:00 to 8:00 PM, as many 
as 40 attendees including program members, their parents, and local teachers and nonprofit 
partners will enjoy a group dinner, speeches by students, and then a volunteer activity in which 
they will create tiny art for the Little Free Art Gallery created by program members. 
 
California 
Los Angeles, California: Ethel Fimbres, Youth Business Alliance, 562-292-6244, 
ethel@youthbizalliance.org  
The Youth Business Alliance will hold a festival at Animo Compton Charter School for Lights 
On Afterschool. The festival, one of four in the South Los Angeles area, will include games and 
prizes, a photo booth, performances from the drum line and dance team, a gallery walk, and a 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math) activity. The event will take place on 
October 23 from 4:00 to 6:30 PM. As many as 200 guests are expected. 
 
Lynwood, California: Jacqaline Flores Navarro, EduCare Foundation, 818-646-5220, 
jacqalineflo@educarefoundation.com  
For Lights On Afterschool, Educare hosted “Knight Lights,” a free event for students and 
families at Lynwood High School. The event took place on October 15 from 3:00 to 5:00 PM, 
and featured a variety of craft stations, including painting and fuse beads, snacks, and games. 
Community partners were present to provide information about their services. 
 
Monrovia, California: Amanda Navar, Boys & Girls Clubs of the Foothills, 626-594-3258, 
anavar@foothillsbgc.org  
The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Foothills will host open house events at five of its elementary 
school sites and at its teen center to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. Community members will 
be invited to view student projects on display and witness our programs in action. School board 
members, elected officials, and other attendees will be given student-led site tours, and each site 
will "light up" its facilities with lightbulb art, with notes written by students and parents stating 
what they love most about our program and why afterschool is important. These events will take 
place from 2:30 to 6:00 PM on October 23. 
 
Napa, California: Hallie Harris, Boys & Girls Clubs of Napa Valley, 707-501-0034, 
hharris@begreatnv.org 
The Boys & Girls Club of Napa Valley will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with an open house 
at its Willow Elementary School site on October 23. From 3:00 to 5:15 PM, students and parents 
can visit a variety of STEM activity booths, including a robot hand and stress ball crafts, as well 
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as a gallery of student artwork. There will be a video of interviews and testimonials from Club 
members about what they’ve learned at their program. 
 
Norwalk, California, Veronica Duenas-Macias, Boys & Girls Club of Whittier, 562-668-3656, 
veronicad@bgcw.org  
The Boys & Girls Club of Whittier at Cresson Elementary hosted an art gala on October 17 to 
mark Lights On Afterschool. From 4:30 to 6:00 PM, students displayed artwork and showed off 
the skills they have developed in the afterschool program. More than 50 guests, including 
parents, school staff, and district officials, attended. 
 
Palm Springs, California: Brianna Flenor, Think Together, 442-295-5985, 
brianna.flenor@thinktogether.org  
Think Together at Raymond Cree Middle School will host a special evening that highlights the 
many talents and experiences of its students. Families will get to see their children’s creativity 
and dedication in an exhibition of student artwork. Guests will also get a chance to learn about 
the engaging activities that students regularly participate in, and how they foster teamwork and 
growth. To conclude the evening, guests will enjoy a meal cooked by the cooking club, and a 
game of bingo. The event will take place on October 23 from 4:45 to 5:30 PM. 
 
Redding, California: Ash Selberg, Redding School District, 530-225-0035, 
aselberg@rsdnmp.org  
On October 22, the Expanded Learning Program at Turtle Bay Elementary will hold an activity 
fair for students to mark Lights On Afterschool. From 1:30 to 6:00 PM, volunteers from the 
community will guide students in a variety of engaging activities such as a glow stick dance, 
kickball, relay races, and ring toss. Approximately 300 students will attend.  
 
Sacramento, California: Callista Galliher, Sacramento Chinese Community Service Center, 
916-509-1938, callista.rooks@sccsc.org 
The Sacramento Chinese Community Service Center and Twin Rivers Unified School District 
hosted more than 600 students, family members, and local officials for a fall carnival at Grant 
Union High School in celebration of Lights On Afterschool. The “Pacer Pumpkin Palooza” took 
place on October 15 from 3:00 to 6:00 PM and featured arts and crafts, pumpkin decorating, 
facebook painting, a costume parade, and more. The event also featured a light bulb mural to 
celebrate the importance of afterschool enrichment to students and the larger community. 
 
San Diego, California: Natashia Parker Cisneros, Chula Vista Elementary School District, 619-
709-8274, Natashia.cisneros@cvesd.org  
Los Altos LEAD celebrated Lights On Afterschool with an open house and showcase at Los 
Altos Elementary School on October 21. From 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM as many as 100 parents and 
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family members gathered to watch student performances, view artwork, participate in a paint-by-
number activity, and enjoy snacks.  
 
San Francisco, California: Marta Walsh, Bay Area Community Resources, 415-565-9885, 
mwalsh@bacr.org  
Sharks Until Dark will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with a Haunted Halloween party at 
Sherman Elementary on October 31. More than 100 students will play games, paint their faces, 
and decorate paper light bulbs with images depicting their favorite things about their afterschool 
program. They will then be able to pose for photos with their “bright ideas” before enjoying a 
dance in the school auditorium. The event will end with a movie. It will take place during regular 
program hours, from 2:45 to 5:30 PM. 
 
Selma, California: Kelley Cuevas, Selma Unified School District, 559-898-6711, 
kcuevas@selmausd.org 
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, Selma Unified School District will host an event at its seven 
elementary schools, one middle school, and one high school at Abraham Lincoln Middle School 
on October 23 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. The event will celebrate afterschool programs and their 
role in helping students prepare for their future, and will include student performances and a 
raffle sponsored by community vendors. Up to 700 guests are expected. 
 
Ventura, California: Daniel Flores, Ventura Unified School District, 805-393-0517, 
daniel.flores@venturausd.org 
Ventura Unified Expanded Learning will host a family-friendly Dia de los Muertos celebration 
for Lights On Afterschool on October 23 from 4:00 to 7:00 PM at 1440 N. Olive St. This is 
Ventura Unified’s first year celebrating Lights On Afterschool, and they are excited for this 
opportunity to honor culture, community, and the power of afterschool programs! The event will 
feature a book giveaway, food trucks, arts and crafts, bounce houses, and student performances. 
More than 200 students, parents, and school officials are expected. 
 
Visalia, California: Christi Mayberry, Visalia Unified School District, 559-931-8062, 
cmayberry@vusd.org 
Visalia Unified School District will welcome over 500 students, parents, and community 
members to its Lights On Afterschool community event, honoring its afterschool programs and 
the partners who support them. On October 25, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM, guests will gather at 
Royal Oaks Elementary to enjoy hands-on activities hosted by afterschool community partners, 
showcasing the enrichment programs they offer to afterschool students, such as STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math) activities, art, and athletics. The event will also feature 
performances by student groups and safety demonstrations by local first-responders.  
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Whittier, California: Rosario Medina, LEARN LA, 5623091965, rosario@learnla.org 
Learn LA will hold an open house and fall festival on October 23 to celebrate Lights On 
Afterschool. More than 100 guests will gather at Pioneer High School from 3:00 to 5:00 PM for 
speeches by local leaders and school ambassadors, followed by a tour of the activities offered by 
the high school program, including art club, cooking club, and garage band. Community partners 
will join to provide information and resources about the services they provide to students and 
families.  
 
Colorado 
Colorado Springs: Kara Kosinski, Boys & Girls Club of the Pikes Peak Region, 719-570-7077, 
kkosinski@bgcppr.org 
The E.A. Tutt Boys & Girls Club celebrated Lights On Afterschool with a trunk-or-treat event on 
October 17. From 4:00 to 7:00 PM, Club members and their families enjoyed booths run by 
community partners, including the local fire department, and refreshments from food trucks. As 
many as 200 guests were in attendance. 
 
Denver, Colorado: Adam Betancourt, Colorado Dream Foundation, 303-861-5005, 
abetancourt@coloradodream.org 
The Colorado Dream Foundation will invite students and families to an open house event at its 
Blossom House site on October 23 to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. Students will get the 
opportunity to present their artwork and the skills they have learned in their afterschool program 
to their parents. The event will serve as an opportunity for parents to see what their children do 
after school every day while building up their children’s confidence about their art and abilities. 
Food will be provided to all guests. 
 
Denver, Colorado: LaKeshia Hodge, Struggle of Love Foundation, 720-923-6122, 
lakeshia@struggleoflovefoundation.org  
On October 23 at 4:30 PM, Out-of-School-Time students at Struggle of Love will celebrate 
Lights On Afterschool by creating an “energy company” to symbolize the importance of keeping 
afterschool programs running strong. The message is simple: without funding, the lights for Out-
of-School Time programming could be shut off. Students and communities need the lights to 
stay on so that youth can continue to glow and grow together. 
 
Monument, Colorado: Hailey Himes, Leading Edge Before & After School, 719-646-6694, 
hhimes@leadsschools.com 
On October 23, the Leading Edge Before & After School Program at Bear Creek Elementary 
School will hold a fall festival in celebration of Lights On Afterschool. From 3:45 to 6:00 PM, as 
many as 100 students and family members will gather at the Bear Creek campus for pumpkin 
painting, temporary tattoos, snacks, and carnival games run by volunteers from the Lewis-Palmer 
High School Girls’ basketball team. 
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Connecticut 
Litchfield, Connecticut: Kylie Rodgers, EdAdvance BASES, 860-567-0863 x1188, 
rodgers@edadvance.org  
Each of EdAdvance BASES (Before & After School Extended Services) programs will host a 
Lights On Afterschool celebration on Oct 23 starting at 4:00 PM. The events will vary in theme, 
including a fall festival, costume party, talent show, dance party and more. The celebrations 
however share the same message that afterschool programs are important for students, families 
and the community. Participating programs are located at Harwinton Consolidated School, 
Hawley Elementary, Head O’Meadow Elementary, Middle Gate Elementary, New Fairfield 
Elementary School, New Hartford Elementary School, Sandy Hook Elementary, Torrington 
Middle School, and Woodbury Middle School. 
 
New London, Connecticut: Reona Dyess, The Drop In Learning Center, 860-442-4466, 
rdyess@dropinlearningcenter.org  
To mark its 55 years serving the community, The Drop In Learning Center is hosting a Lights On 
Afterschool open house on October 22 from 4:00 to 5:00 PM. The event will celebrate the 
incredible work The Drop is doing and its efforts to keep kids safe and inspired while also 
helping working families. The event will include art exhibits and musical performances. Both 
Mayor Michael Passero and State Senator Martha Marx will be in attendance.  
 
Oakdale, Connecticut: Kimberly Grant, MYSB After School Program, 860-848-6746, 
Kimberly@montvilleyouth.org  
MYSB After School Program is hosting a Lights On Afterschool celebration for its program 
participants and their families on October 23 from 3:00 to 6:00 PM. There will be a moon 
bounce, donut eating contest (Montville police department vs MYSB students), a photobooth, 
games, arts and crafts, and fun. 
 
Portland, Connecticut: Marla Berrios, Connecticut Network for Children and Youth, 203-483-
1846, mberrios@ctafterschoolnetwork.org  
On October 3, the Connecticut Network for Children and Youth hosted Lights On Afterschool 
2025: A Celebration of the Field in Connecticut at Camp Ingersoll from 9:30 AM to 2:00 PM. 
The annual event illuminated the importance of and impact afterschool programming has on 
children and youth. This year’s theme was “Create.” Out-of-school time professionals from 
across the state participated in a day of self-care that included massages, mindfulness activities, 
journaling, puppy corner, games and exploration stations.  
 
Delaware 
Dover, Delaware: Brittney Smith, Capital School District, 302-672-1500, 
brittney.smith@capital.k12.de.us  
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On October 23, for Lights On Afterschool, North Dover Elementary and Central Elementary 21st 
Century Community Learning Centers will partner with the Dover High School Class of 2026 to 
host a community trunk-or-treat from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at the high school. This event will 
highlight the great things happening in community afterschool programs. It will also promote 
drug and violence prevention while providing a safe, fun evening for families and youth in the 
Dover community. 
 
Wilmington, Delaware: Sharmina Ellis, EDGE For Tomorrow, 302-723-2858, 
Executivedirector@edgefortomorrow.org  
From 3:30 to 6:00 PM on October 23, EDGE For Tomorrow will host a family-friendly fall 
festival to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. The festival will take place at its program site and 
will include a trunk-or-treat, fall-themed games, and a performance from the Wilmington 
Concert Opera. Guests will also be invited to sign a Lights On Afterschool pledge wall, where 
they can share what their afterschool programs mean to them. As many as 100 kids and family 
members are expected to attend. 
 
Wilmington, Delaware: Andre Hinds, Thomas Edison Charter School, 302-778-1101 ext. 4053, 
andre.hinds@tecs.k12.de.us 
Thomas Edison Charter School (TECS) is proud to present “Shine Bright, Learn Bold,” an event 
celebrating Lights On Afterschool. On October 23, over 100 students and parents will gather at 
the TECS campus at 4:15 PM to enjoy live performances by TECS afterschool students, 
participate in hands-on activities and family-friendly games, connect with staff, families, and 
community partners, and enjoy delicious food and refreshments. This event is a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate the creativity, growth, and hard work of TECS afterschool students, and 
a chance to thank families for their support. 
 
District of Columbia 
Washington, DC: Afterschool Ambassador Andrew Blickle, Life Pieces To Masterpieces, 610-
223-9640, ablickle@lifepieces.org  
Life Pieces To Masterpieces will host a Lights On Afterschool celebration from 4:00 to 6:00 PM 
on October 23. “Lights On at Life Pieces” will feature guided tours of classrooms, where guests 
will meet staff and youth leaders and see firsthand how artistic expression, mentoring, and 
academic exploration come together to help boys and young men thrive. The classes in action 
include step, poetry, visual art, performance art, and public speaking, all in mixed-age groups 
where older participants serve as leaders and mentors for their younger peers. The celebration 
will culminate in a program of youth voice, creative performances, and remarks on the impact of 
afterschool, followed by a communal snack to be shared between youth and guests. Attendees 
will include public and private grant administrators, funders, community partners, and local 
leaders, all joining to celebrate the vital role afterschool plays in keeping DC’s young people 
safe, inspired, and connected. 
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Washington, DC: Njeri Jenkins, DC Action, 202-234-9404, njenkis@dckids.org  
On October 30, DC Action will host a Lights On Afterschool celebration at Mary McCleod 
Bethune Charter school, located at 1404 Jackson St, NE. Students in grades second through fifth 
will participate in a variety of activities provided by DC Action out of school time coalitions 
partners. As many as 100 children will attend the festivities. Policymakers and community 
stakeholders are also invited to attend and observe the power of afterschool programs in action 
and to hear about the positive impact they have had on children, parents, and the community. 
 
Washington, DC: Jonnell Byrams, Leading Edge, 202-710-6368, jbyram@leadsschools.com  
Leading Edge DC Before & After School Programs proudly presents “Let Your Light Shine,” an 
event celebrating Lights On Afterschool on October 23 from 5:00 to 6:00 PM with a series of 
site-wide exhibitions at Bunker Hill, Burroughs, Hardy, and J.O. Wilson Elementary Schools. 
Each site will highlight the power of afterschool learning through STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, and math), art, social-emotional development, and student voices. Families, 
school partners, and community members are invited to attend to watch students shine bright 
through interactive lab demonstrations, talent and teamwork exhibitions, art and design galleries, 
and hands-on STEM experiments.  
 
Florida 
Holiday, Florida: Denise Foshee, Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Tampa Bay, 727-246-3266, 
dfoshee@bgctampa.org 
The Boys & Girls Club Pod at Paul R. Smith Middle School will host “Glow Through What You 
Go Through,” a glow-in-the-dark party for Lights On Afterschool. On October 23 from 4:00 to 
6:00 PM, as many as 75 guests will enjoy activities including a “Glow From Within” art gallery, 
a showcase of student art addressing emotional resilience, a glow-in-the-dark positive 
affirmation wall, a bracelet crafting station, pizza and refreshments, and glow face painting. Ms. 
Niki, the vice president of health and wellness at the Boys & Girls Clubs, will speak about 
mental health and the importance of afterschool care programs. 
 
Jacksonville, Florida: Natalie Sheppard, Communities in Schools, 904-372-8801, 
nsheppard@cisjax.org 
On October 23, Communities in Schools at Andrew Robinson Elementary is excited to present 
Team Up, a talent showcase to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. From 5:00 to 6:00 PM, students 
from the kindergarten and first grade classes will entertain over 100 parents and school officials 
with cheer and dance performances, sports demonstrations, and STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, and math) activities. Guests are invited to bring new blankets to support the next 
Communities in Schools service project, a blanket drive to support the local homeless 
community during the winter months. 
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Kissimmee, Florida: Vanessa Bobe Ramos, School District of Osceola County, 407-870-4862, 
vanessa.boberamos@osceolaschools.net 
On October 23, Chestnut Elementary School for Science and Engineering’s afterschool program 
will host an open house in the school cafeteria to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. Parents will be 
able to see the activities and projects their children have been working on after school, and can 
even participate in a STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) activity with their 
child. The open house will begin at 5:00 PM and last until 6:30 PM. As many as 100 guests are 
expected to attend. 
 
Lauderhill, Florida: Nicole Carter, Boys & Girls Clubs of Broward County, 954-731-3552, 
ncarter@bgcbc.org  
For Lights On Afterschool, the Lauderhill Boys & Girls Club and the Museum of Discovery and 
Science will host a night of music, prizes, and STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
math) at the Lauderhill clubhouse. Students, parents, and community members are invited to 
attend the free event on October 23 from 6:00 to 9:00 PM. Refreshments will be served. As 
many as 200 participants are expected. 
 
Naples, Florida: Shani Rodriguez, Boys & Girls Club of Collier County, 2393251700, 
srodriguez@bgccc.com 
To mark Lights On Afterschool, the Boys & Girls Club of Collier County will hold an interactive 
scavenger-hunt style open house for families called “Be a Member for a Day.” Parents and 
children will team up to travel through program areas completing trivia challenges, mini 
activities, and games to earn stamps on their “hunt card,” which will be used in a raffle at the end 
of the night. Dinner will be provided by Texas Roadhouse. The open house will take place on 
October 23 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM at the Club’s Nichols Campus. 
 
Tallahassee, Florida: Audrey Fleetwood, STEMS4Girls, 636-515-7939, 
stem4girlsloa@gmail.com  
On October 23, STEMS4Girls will hold a Lights On Afterschool rally and 2-mile march from 
Cascades Park to the Florida State Capitol Building from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. Guests are 
encouraged to bring signs that show support for afterschool program funding. As many as 100 
students, parents, teachers, and policy makers are expected to attend and advocate for the impact 
of afterschool programs.  
 
Tampa, Florida: Bianca Embry, Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Tampa Bay, 270-366-2622, 
bembry@bgctampa.org 
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Tampa Bay will present “Our Club’s Got Talent,” a Lights 
On Afterschool talent show on October 23 at Madison Middle School. Parents are invited to 
watch students perform and display the talents and activities they’ve learned at the program. The 
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talent show starts at 5:00 PM in the Madison Middle School cafeteria and will be followed by a 
celebration ending at 6:00 PM.  
 
West Palm Beach, Florida: Afterschool Ambassador Suzette L. Harvey, Prime Time Palm 
Beach County, 561-732-8066, sharvey@primetimepbc.org  
Prime Time Palm Beach County held a Lights On Afterschool contest among local afterschool 
programs for the chance to win additional support for their Lights On Afterschool festivities, 
such as pizza, cake and LIVE music provided by Digital Vibez. Achievement Centers for 
Children and Families was selected and will partner with Prime Time as they host 120 children 
and youth on the afternoon of October 23. In addition, Prime Time will be part of its 
community’s annual gathering Clematis by Fright on October 30. More than 3,000 attendees will 
join for an evening of fall celebration. Prime Time will host its own tent where the team will 
share activities and one simple message: High Quality Afterschool Programs Matter! 
 
Georgia 
Buford, Georgia: Tania Ballou, Gwinnett County, 678-277-0927, 
tania.ballou@gwinnettcounty.com  
On October 18, Gwinnett County families celebrated Lights On Afterschool with “Games 
Galore” at the Gwinnett Environmental and Heritage Center. From 12:00 to 4:00 PM, guests 
gathered to play oversized board games together, helping their children develop cognitive, social, 
and emotional skills. 
 
Douglasville, Georgia: Jacqueline Ziegler, Douglas County School System, 770-651-5494, 
jacqueline.zeigler@dcssga.org  
The Stewart Middle School LEAD Program will host a workforce development and college and 
career exploration event on October 23 from 5:30 to 6:00 PM for Lights On Afterschool. LEAD 
students will create educational activities to do alongside their parents, giving families a chance 
to practice engaging with academics together.  
 
Douglasville, Georgia: Ricole Harbin, Douglas County School System, 470-715-1018, 
ricole.harbin@dcssga.org 
Mount Carmel Elementary School will host up to 300 students, parents, and community 
members for Light Up Family Night for Lights On Afterschool. The celebration will take place 
on the school’s campus from 4:00 to 5:30 PM on October 23. The event will encourage 
creativity, fitness, and teamwork while celebrating students and strengthening family-school 
connections. Guests will be greeted with glow sticks and light-up bracelets and will then enjoy a 
group dance activity, glow art, light-up games, and STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
math) activities. The evening will conclude with a raffle drawing and a group photo. 
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Lithia Springs, Georgia: William Sherman, Douglas County School System, 770-651-4600, 
william.sherman@dcssga.org  
Sweetwater Elementary School’s 21st Century Community Learning Center, “Castle Kids,” will 
host a spooky story literacy night at 4:00 PM on October 23 to celebrate Lights On Afterschool.  
Kids and parents will go from classroom to classroom listening to a variety of spooky stories and 
participating in literacy activities. 
 
Sandersville, Georgia: Candace Avant, Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Augusta, 478-357-9437, 
cavant@bgcgreateraugusta.org 
The Boys and Girls Club of Greater Augusta will hold an art contest in celebration of Lights On 
Afterschool. Up to 100 Club members will partner with their families to create themed posters, 
which will then be displayed in the gym of the Washington County Club location on October 23 
from 6:00 to 7:00 PM.  
 
Suwanee, Georgia: Jonathan Underwood, Right at School, 770-524-8741, 
jonathan.underwood@rightatschool.com  
For Lights On Afterschool, Right at School students in more than 20 schools across Fulton and 
Gwinnett County donated books from their homes to share with others via the Right At School 
Program Community Lending Library throughout the month of October. On October 23, from 
2:00 to 6:00 PM, students will get to hear from community leaders, who will come to read to 
students during their regular programming time. 
 
Thomasville, Georgia: Chiquita Emanuel, Marguerite Neel Williams Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Southwest Georgia, 229-228-5155, cemanuel@mnw-bgc.org 
On October 23, the Marguerite Neel Williams Boys & Girls Clubs of Southwest Georgia will 
host an open house event at its Fletcher Street location for Lights On Afterschool. From 6:00 to 
6:45 PM, Club members and their families will participate in a variety of creative and mentally 
stimulating activities together, including coloring and puzzles. 
 
Waynesboro, Georgia: Kelly Jammey, Burke County Public Schools, 706-554-3532, 
jkelly@burke.k12.ga.us  
Students at Project B.U.R.K.E., Burke County Middle School’s 21st Century Community 
Learning Center, will celebrate Lights On Afterschool by “lighting the pathway through a 
futuristic mindset.” On October 23, during regular programming time, students will get to 
participate in a variety of futuristic STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math)-based 
activities to help prepare them for their bright futures! 
 
Hawai’i 
Ewa Beach, Hawai’i: Ayme Becnel, Keahumoa Place, 808-400-3216, 
ayme.becnel@bettertomorrows.org 
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To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, Keahumoa Place Community Center hosted a Fall-o-ween 
Spooktacular at Sunset on October 17. The trunk-or-treat style carnival brought families, keiki, 
and community partners together in a safe and festive setting. The frightfully fun-filled evening 
included games, prizes, a mask making station, suncatcher crafts, food trucks, and spooky 
surprises for the whole family. Featured guests included Whimsical William, a talented teen 
balloon artist who shared his balloon artistry and created fun surprises. As many as 400 guests 
attended the celebration. 
 
Honolulu, Hawai’i: Tania Brown, YMCA of Honolulu, 808-739-7576, 
tbrown@ymcahonolulu.org  
Throughout the month of October, the YMCA of Honolulu has dedicated one day each week at 
its four sites to celebrating Lights On Afterschool. Aina Haina A+, Kuhio A+, Aliiolani A+, and 
Wilson A+ afterschool programs have decorated light bulb coloring pages with drawings and 
words of support for afterschool programs; enjoyed STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
and math) activities; and participated in a Lights On Afterschool game day. The events will 
culminate in a Lights On Afterschool party on October 22 at each of the sites. 
 
Kamuela, Hawai’i: Carolyn Brighter, Kama'aina Kids, 808-315-9584, 
sawaimea@kamaainakids.com 
On October 23, Waimea A+ will host a Lights On Afterschool fun walk on its campus. Principal 
Tammie Picklesimer will join students and their families for sign waving and a walk in support 
of afterschool programs. Following the walk, there will be music, dancing, sprinklers and drip, 
drip, splash games.  
 
Idaho  
Boise, Idaho: Andrew Fletcher, Treasure Valley Family YMCA, 208-344-5502 x423, 
andrew.fletcher@ymcatvidaho.org  
For Lights On Afterschool, Treasure Valley Family YMCA will hold open houses on October 23 
from 5:00 to 7:00 PM at each of its nine locations in Boise, Meridian, Eagle, Caldwell, Nampa, 
and Wilder. Community members and school leaders will join families as they tour the facilities 
and participate in interactive literacy activities and games. Students have been reading 20 
minutes each day in the afterschool programs for the past month and staff will showcase some of 
the literacy activities they do to make reading come to life. Each child will receive a free book 
from the partner program, Book It Forward.  
 
Emmett, Idaho: Shannon Anderson, Emmett School District, 208-365-2921, 
sanderson@isd221.net 
On October 25, the Emmett School District is hosting a Lights On Afterschool family service-
learning event at Anderson Apple Ranch. From 4:00 to 5:00 PM, families will pick apples for the 
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Emmett food bank. Families can also collect one free bag of apples from the orchard for 
themselves. As many as 75 people will participate.  
 
Malad City, Idaho: Heidi Kimberling, Oneida School District, 208-479-5220, 
heidi.kimberling@malad.us  
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, Oneida School District is holding a STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts, and math) glow night for afterschool students and their families on 
Oct 23 from 6:00 to 7:00 PM at Malad Elementary. There will be an art station with glow in the 
dark paint on black canvas, a science station with lava lamps kits, an engineering station 
complete with glow sticks and giant marshmallows, and a math station with glow in the dark tic 
tac toe. There will also be a station where students can write thank you cards to some of the 
many people who make it possible to keep the lights on after school, including Idaho Senator Jim 
Guthrie, Idaho Senator Carrie Semmelroth, 21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant 
Coordinator Sheena Strickler and Idaho State Department of Education Chief of Staff Greg 
Wilson. More than 150 people are expected to attend the celebration.  
 
Richfield, Idaho: Heather Huffman, Lincoln County Youth Center, 208-421-6280, 
admin@lincolncountyyouthcenter.com  
On October 23, the Lincoln County Youth Center will host its annual Lights On Afterschool 
celebration from 4:00 to 7:00 PM. Guests will explore a student art exhibit featuring creative 
sculptures designed out of a variety of materials. Dinner will be served.  
 
Rupert, Idaho: Jessie Williams, Boys & Girls Club of Magic Valley, 208-851-8364, 
jwilliams@bgcmv.com 
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool and the grand opening of its new facility, the Boys & Girls 
Club of Magic Valley is hosting an open house on October 23 from 12:00 to 6:00 PM. The 
celebration will include tours of the brand-new Boys & Girls Club of Magic Valley - Rupert Unit 
facility, along with a ribbon-cutting and community gathering. Families, community leaders, 
local business representatives, elected officials and partners who have supported the Club’s 
growth will attend. The event will highlight the importance of afterschool programming in the 
community and showcase the opportunities the new facility brings to local youth. 
 
Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois: Afterschool Ambassador Kenny Riley, Carole Robertson Center for Learning, 
773-521-1600 x114, Kriley@carolerobertsoncenter.org 
Over 200 youth will participate in Carole Robertson Center for Learning’s Lights On Afterschool 
fall fun events at three of its afterschool sites, on October 23, 25 and 27. Youth will decorate 
pumpkins, creatively illustrating what they love about afterschool. Parents and community 
members will be invited to view the “Pumpkin gallery” and enjoy treats and music celebrating 
afterschool. 
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Chicago, Illinois: Anyea Taylor, Chicago Learning Exchange, ataylor@chicagolx.org  
The Chicago Learning Exchange will recognize Lights On Afterschool at its October Community 
Meetup on October 23, from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM at Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education. 
The theme of the meetup will be “impact storytelling,” giving Chicago’s out-of-school-time 
educators and organizations a chance to network, share community updates, and sharpen their 
storytelling skills to better communicate their impact across Chicago. Over 50 guests will attend 
to celebrate, connect, and spotlight the incredible work of Chicago’s afterschool and summer 
learning providers! 
 
Chicago, Illinois: Hope Massallo, Chicago Youth Centers, 312-925-5006, 
hope.massallo@chicagoyouthcenters.org  
To mark Lights On Afterschool on October 23, Chicago Youth Centers is proud to present 
“What’s Popp’in Afterschool,” from 2:45 to 4:45 PM at Alexander Graham Elementary School. 
As many as 50 kids are expected to attend the event, which will include a screening of Monster 
House, popcorn and other treats, and festive decorations. Students will also participate in an 
activity in which they share what they enjoy most about their afterschool program. 
 
Chicago, Illinois: Jakina Dortch, Children’s Place Association, 773-887-2968, 
jwaite@childrens-place.org  
On October 23 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM, Children’s Place will be hosting its first “Child Thrive 
Family Night” to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. During the family night, students and their 
families will decorate pumpkins while eating delicious food and enjoying fall themed drinks.  
 
Danville, Illinois: Charlotte Lunt, Project Success, 217-446-3200, clunt@vcprojectsuccess.org  
Oakwood Grade School will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with a Halloween party at 
Oakwood Community Park on October 30. From 6:00 to 8:00 PM, guests can enjoy crafts, 
snacks, STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) projects, a catapult contest, and a 
haunted house created by Oakwood’s 6th through 8th grade students in partnership with 
Oakwood High School students.  
 
Washington Park, Illinois: Laura Dayton, East St. Louis School District #189, 618-646-3870, 
laura.dayton@estl189.com  
On October 21, James Avant Elementary School will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with a 
health and wellness festival from 4:00 to 5:30 in  its school library. The library will be decorated 
with light-up balloons and students will be encouraged to reflect on “what I would like to shine a 
light on in my life.” Students will then rotate through stations sponsored by a variety of 
community partners including Hoyleton Youth and Family Services, Kerengende Foundation, 
the Washington Park Fire Department, and Girls on the Run. 
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Indiana 
Jeffersonville, Indiana: Michelle Allen, Youth Link Southern Indiana, 812-280-0028, 
mallen@youthlinksi.org  
To mark Lights On Afterschool, Youth Link Southern Indiana is hosting a trunk-or-treat 
celebration on October 22 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. Participants will stroll through the parking lot, 
collecting candy, Lights On Afterschool coloring books, and other treats from more than 20 
decorated trunks. Sponsors include Baptist Health ER & Urgent Care and the New Washington 
State Bank. The event is free and open to the entire community. More than 600 guests are 
expected to attend the annual event. 
 
Lanesville, Indiana: Allison Clayton, St. John’s Lutheran School, 812-952-1818, 
allison.clayton@stjohnslanesville.com  
St. John’s Lutheran School will host a Lights On Afterschool celebration at its afterschool 
program on October 23 from 3:00 to 5:30 PM. During the civic engagement event, students will 
write down what they like about their afterschool program on light bulb shaped cards. The 
personal messages will then be delivered to legislators, letting them know why afterschool 
programs are critically needed in the community. 
 
Michigan City, Indiana: Brenda Johnstone, MCAS Safe Harbor, 219-873-2026 x8750, 
bjohnstone@mcas.k12.in.us  
On October 23 from 4:00 to 5:30 PM, Safe Harbor is hosting a Lights On Afterschool open house 
at Lake Hills Elementary School. Students will lead hands-on activities and showcase their 
creative art, literacy, and STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) projects. Guests 
will enjoy light refreshments and student entertainment. The celebration will provide time for 
students, families and community leaders to connect with each other and learn more about the 
impact the afterschool program has on families and the community. 
 
Middlebury, Indiana: Emily Keyser, Boys & Girls Clubs of Elkhart County, 574-825-0873 
x4311, ekeyser@bgcelkhartcounty.org  
For Lights On Afterschool, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Elkhart County will host Acalympics on 
October 23 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM at its Middlebury Club. Students will face a variety of STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and math) themed challenges, with paper airplanes, robots, 
and stacking cups. 
 
Plymouth, Indiana: Christine Gingrasso, Boys & Girls Clubs of Marshall County-Plymouth 
Unit, 574-936-0660, christineg@bgcmco.org  
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Marshall County Plymouth will host a Lights On Afterschool glow in 
the dark party on October 23 from 4:00 to 5:00 PM. The celebration will include a glow in a dark 
dance party, art contests and refreshments. Students will showcase drawings depicting their 
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favorite thing about the Club and how they see themselves in the future. More than 150 are 
expected to attend. 
 
Richmond, Indiana: Rachel Winters, Boys & Girls Clubs of Wayne County, 765-962-6922, 
rwinters@bgcrichmond.org  
On October 23 from 2:30 to 6:30 PM, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Wayne County will host a 
Lights On Afterschool open house. Guests will tour the Club and fill out light bulb note cards 
with messages of support for the afterschool program.  
 
Terre Haute, Indiana: Afterschool Ambassador Eleanor Remseier, Camp Navigate, Inc., 812- 
229-3214, eleanor@campnavigate.org  
For Lights On Afterschool, Camp Navigate is hosting a community fun walk/run on October 25. 
The event will kick off at 10:00 AM at Meadows Learning Lab and is being held in partnership 
with Vigo County Schools Coordinated Health Program. The “Fall into Nutrition” celebration 
will highlight the importance of afterschool programs, where learning continues, friendships 
grow, and kids refuel with healthy meals that power their minds and bodies for success. 
Participants are encouraged to wear Halloween costumes and there will be games, family 
activities and a chance to win one free week of afterschool care at one of Camp Navigate’s 
afterschool sites.  
 
Iowa  
Des Moines, Iowa: Afterschool Ambassador Linda Phillips, 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers and Metro Kids/ Des Moines Public Schools, 515-829-7658, 
linda.phillips@dmschools.org 
On October 23, Des Moines Public Schools 21st Century Community Learning Centers will host 
a Lights On Afterschool celebration at Central Campus from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. The event will 
showcase the afterschool program and its community partners and vendors, shining a light on the 
enrichment taking place during out of school time. There will be free food, activities, and 
performance from the Isiserettes Drill Team. 
 
Donnellson, Iowa: Danielle McGraw, Central Lee Community School District, 319-835-9510, 
dmcgraw@centrallee.org  
For Lights On Afterschool, the Central Lee Community School District will host a trunk-or-treat 
on October 24 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM at the Central Lee Elementary School. Local businesses 
will staff information tables and hand out candy to families. The fall family celebration will 
include games and food vendors. More than 300 guests are expected to attend. 

Sioux City, Iowa: Afterschool Ambassador Jenna Andrews, Beyond the Bell, 712-202-3543, 
jandrews@siouxlandship.org 
Beyond the Bell programs are celebrating Lights On Afterschool with a festive trunk-or-treat 
event at the Sioux City Public Library - Morningside Branch on October 30 from 4:00 to 6:30 
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PM. The community-wide event brings together numerous local businesses and partnerships, 
offering a fun and safe environment for families. Representatives from the Girl Scouts, 4-H, and 
Big Brothers Big Sisters will share information about  its valuable contributions to the 
community. Additionally, local firefighters will be present, providing a wonderful opportunity 
for children to meet their local heroes. Additionally, Beyond the Bell sites are decorating the 
front doors of their school-based programs. These vibrant and imaginative displays are designed 
to capture the attention of students, parents, and the wider community, highlighting the 
importance and benefits of afterschool programs. This collective effort underscores their 
commitment to providing enriching and supportive environments for children during non-school 
hours. 

Kansas  
Liberal, Kansas: Brandon Morgan, Seymour Rogers Middle School, 
brandon.morgan@usd480.net  
During Lights On Afterschool week, Seymour Rogers Middle School and its Apache Advantage 
afterschool program will host a family night on October 21 from 5;30 to 6:30. Fort Hays State 
University’s Makerspace coordinator George Launchbaugh will bring his portable planetarium to 
light up the sky and lead discussion with the students and their families. 
 
Ottawa, Kansas: Leigh Hanson, Reach for the Stars, hansonl@usd290.org  
Reach for the Stars is hosting “Blast Off with Reach for the Stars at Lights On Afterschool” on 
October 23 from 4:30 to 6:00 PM at Eugene Field Elementary School. The family engagement 
night’s space themed STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) activities 
include water bottle rockets, straw rockets, balloon rockets, chalk atmosphere, hover boards, an 
astronaut photo booth, and rocket cupcakes with “rocket fuel” juice. The superintendent and 
school board members plan to attend.  
 
Waterville, Kansas: Afterschool Ambassador Tony Yungeberg, Valley Heights Community 
Education, 785-363-2211, tyungeberg@valleyheights.org  
On October 23, Valley Heights Community Education will host its Lights On Afterschool 
Making Connections event from 5:30 to 6:30 PM at Waterville Grade School. The event 
showcases how 21st Century Community Learning Centers Colt's Round-Up and Camp 
Exploration students are “Making Connections” in afterschool with STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math). Guests will create their own Halloween themed paper LED light circuits 
and show their support for afterschool programs everywhere.  

Kentucky 
Covington, Kentucky: Afterschool Ambassador Beth Wiseman, Learning Grove, 513-335-
9603, bwiseman@learning-grove.org  
On October 23, Learning Grove will host a Lights On Afterschool celebration at all ten of its 
afterschool programs across northern Kentucky. Events will be open to families and school 
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leadership. Schools will be lit by tea lights and luminaries created by the children. Students will 
lead gallery walks showcasing their favorite moments at their afterschool program. Leading up to 
the event, students at all sites are working on their poster design for next year’s Lights On 
Afterschool poster contest.  
 
Fort Wright, Kentucky: Julie Muehlenkamp, Partners for Change, 513-460-7003, 
jmuehlenkamp@partnersforchange.org 
Partners for Change will bring over 20 community stakeholders on a Lights On Afterschool bus 
tour on October 23. From 3:00 to 5:15 PM, guests, including local legislators and school board 
members, will board the bus at the Partners for Change office and visit Newport Intermediate 
School, Ludlow High School, and Covington High School, one school from each partner school 
district. The tour will include testimonials and student success stories, and each of the three 
schools will showcase different aspects of afterschool programming, including academic support, 
art, and STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) activities.  
 
Louisville, Kentucky: Theresa Thompson, Family & Children’s Place, 502-893-3900, 
tthompson@famchildplace.org  
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool and Red Ribbon Week, Bridges to Success will host “Life’s 
A Puzzle, Solve It Drug-Free,” a hands-on, youth-centered event recognizing the positive impact 
afterschool programs have in keeping youth safe, supported, and engaged, and promoting drug-
free lifestyles and substance misuse awareness among middle school youth. Students will be 
encouraged to reflect on how drug use can affect health, relationships, and goals while solving 
educational puzzles. The event will take place at 5:00 PM on October 23. 
 
Williamsburg, Kentucky: Angela Baker, Whitley County School District, 606-539-2388, 
angela.baker@whitley.kyschools.us  
On October 21, from 3:30 to 4:00 PM State Representative Nick Wilson will speak to students at 
Whitley Central Intermediate School to mark Lights On Afterschool. Representative Wilson will 
discuss several important topics including the importance of saying no to drugs, maintaining 
healthy habits, and staying in school. 
 
Louisiana 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana: Afterschool Ambassador Sam Trevathan, Kids’ Orchestra, 225-367-
1691, erichardson@kidsorchestra.org 
On October 23, Kids’ Orchestra and Big Buddy will host Lights On Afterschool: BR Beyond the 
Bell Advocacy Breakfast to recognize afterschool champions, including Louisiana Senator 
Regina Barrow, Superintendent East Baton Rouge Parish Schools LaMont Cole, Morgan 
Durham, and Judge Gail Grover. Their leadership and commitment to youth education and 
community development help empower children, families, and neighborhoods. There will be 
performances by Kids’ Orchestra and personal testimonies about the impact afterschool 

mailto:jmuehlenkamp@partnersforchange.org
mailto:tthompson@famchildplace.org
mailto:angela.baker@whitley.kyschools.us
mailto:erichardson@kidsorchestra.org


programs have on the local community. In addition, United Centre, Rivermark Centre, and 
Wampold Companies will light up the Baton Rouge skies with blue to show support of 
afterschool programs across Louisiana. 
 
Belle Chasse, Louisiana: Miriam Denis-Harper, Belle Chasse Academy, 504-232-6544, 
mdenisharper@bellechasseacademy.org  
Belle Chasse Academy will host a spooky math and science night for Lights On Afterschool. 
Students and family members are invited to enjoy a variety of activity booths including slime 
making, invisible ink, and guess-by-touch games hosted by teachers, afterschool sponsors, and 
parent volunteers. Students can also enjoy a presentation from the local fire department on the 
science of fire extinguishers. The event will take place on October 23, from 5:30 to 7:00 PM.  

Monroe, Louisiana: Brittany McNamara, Children’s Coalition for Northeast Louisiana, 
bmcnamara@childrenscoalition.org  
The Children’s Coalition for Northeast Louisiana and the Louisiana Center for Afterschool 
Learning (LACAL) held a Lights On Afterschool kickoff celebration on October 18 at the Family 
Garden at the Children’s Coalition, highlighting and advocating for access to afterschool 
programs. On October 21, the Children’s Coalition and LACAL will host a Lights On 
Afterschool community celebration at the Louisiana Purchase Gardens & Zoo from 2:00 to 5:00 
PM. The celebration includes a special presentation at 4:30 PM under the Zoo Pavilion, and the 
first 100 kids receive free entry.  
 
New Orleans, Louisiana: Afterschool Ambassador Richard Bates and Janese Brooks-Galathe, 
Young Audiences of Louisiana, 504-344-6428, janese@ya4la.org  
Young Audiences of Louisiana will celebrate Lights On Afterschool at its Kate Middleton and 
Lawrence D. Crocker campuses from 3:30 to 4:30 on October 23. The two events, both themed 
“Ignite Safety, SPARK Learning,” will include fire safety demonstrations from the New Orleans 
Fire Department, literacy resources from the local public library, a workshop on digital safety, 
and art and science activities. Parents are encouraged to attend. More than 150 students are 
expected at each event. 
 
Shreveport, Louisiana: Afterschool Ambassador Victoria Morris, Volunteers of America 
LightHouse Program, 318-213-1880, victoria.morris@voanorthla.org 
Throughout the week of October 20, the Volunteers of America LightHouse Program is hosting 
daily Lights On Afterschool celebrations, featuring an event at a different site each day. The 
events include a physical fitness day with a personal trainer; an “I am Healthy, I am Safe” event 
with the fire and police departments; a march for afterschool led by students; a poetry reading of 
students’ poems about afterschool programs; and a kite-flying event with afterschool messages 
written on bright blue kites.  
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Maine 
Brunswick, Maine: Amanda Beaudette, Family Focus, 207-406-4573, 
amandab@familyfocusme.org  
Family Focus will host its first Lights On Afterschool celebration on October 23 with events at 
each of its four elementary school locations from 4:00 to 5:00 PM. Students will enjoy light 
bulb-themed art activities and play field games with prizes during their regular program time. 
More than 100 students will attend across all locations. Family members are invited as well. 
 
Hermon, Maine: Lindsay Oullette, City of Hermon, 207-848-8014, 
ouellettel@hermonmaine.gov  
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, Hermon Recreation’s Before & After School Program will 
hold an appreciation dinner for program participants and their families from 6:30 to 8:00 PM on 
November 14. Following the dinner, students will get a chance to show off their artwork while 
enjoying fun activities including craft stations and an open gym. 
 
Skowhegan, Maine: Afterschool Ambassador Dawn Fickett, REACH Afterschool Program, 
207-474-3339 x2254, dfickett@msad54.org  
REACH Afterschool Program will host a Lights On Afterschool open house event on October 25 
from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM at the newly built Margaret Chase Smith Community School. This 
event will showcase all three REACH sites and bring together the families of its 208 enrolled 
students to celebrate seven years of keeping the lights on in the greater Skowhegan community. 
More than a dozen community partners will be on hand to offer family resources and host 
interactive, family-friendly activities. The cooking program will cater the event with brunch 
appetizers, the middle school clubs will lead hands-on activities highlighting their club offerings, 
and the K–5 programs will host pumpkin painting (with pumpkins generously donated by a local 
farm), STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math) stations, guided play learning 
labs, parachute games, and more. Maine State Senator Brad Farrin will be in attendance.  
 
Stacyville, Maine: Gail Pocock, Katahdin Schools, 207-365-4285, gpocock@rsu89.org  
At 5:00 PM on October 16, the After School Program at Katahdin Elementary School showcased 
the benefits of afterschool programming to an audience of up to 30 school board officials to mark 
Lights On Afterschool. The presentation included messages of support from parents, student light 
bulb art, and Lights On Afterschool-themed gifts for the audience. 
 
Maryland  
Baltimore, Maryland: Ashley Hill, Boys & Girls Club of Metropolitan Baltimore, 
ahill@bgcmetrobaltimore.org  
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, the Baltimore Ravens Boys & Girls Club will host an open 
house event. Educators, partners, and community leaders are invited to tour the Club’s new 
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space, hear about the focus areas that will drive the Club’s work, and attend a reception. The 
event will take place on October 23 from 4:00 to 5:30 PM. 
 
Baltimore, Maryland: Sophie Solomon, Parks & People, 443-627-3545, 
sophie.solomon@parksandpeople.org  
Branches, an afterschool internship program for Baltimore City high schoolers, will host an open 
house and tabling event on October 23 for Lights On Afterschool. The event will open the 
Branches campus to the community, inviting them to tour the facility and learn about the 
program from current interns. Local organizations including the Baltimore Tree Trust, Art with a 
Heart, and the Office of Sustainability will also be present to provide guests with information 
about their services. The event will last from 4:30 to 6:30 PM.  
 
Columbia, Maryland: Candice Brown, Boys & Girls Clubs of Metropolitan Baltimore, 410-
637-3838, cbrown@bgcmetrobaltimore.org  
The Boys & Girls Club at Howard Community College will hold an Around the World 
Afterschool Adventure for Lights On Afterschool. The event will take place at the Kahlert 
Foundation Complex on October 23 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM and will feature interactive STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, art, and math) and cultural activity stations. Families, 
members, staff, and HCC students will travel through themed stations each featuring a quick 
enrichment activity inspired by places they’ve explored in Torch Club, Power Hour projects and 
Summer Brain Gain. Each participant will receive a passport card that will be stamped at each 
station, and can collect a small prize once their passports are full.  
 
Massachusetts 
Fall River, Massachusetts: Eloise Carrier, Citizens for Citizens Inc., 508-675-2154, 
eloise.carrier@cfcinc.org  
Citizens for Citizens, Inc. After School will host its annual grab and go event on October 23 to 
mark Lights On Afterschool. Parents will be greeted by student ambassadors as they arrive to 
pick up their children from 3:30 to 5:30 PM, and encouraged to sign the annual Lights On 
Afterschool petition and submit a statement of support for afterschool programs, noting the 
positive impact the program has had on their family and community. Guests will receive a grab 
bag of healthy goodies to take home.  
 
Framingham, Massachusetts: Bill Mitchell, MetroWest YMCA, 
wmitchell@metrowestymca.org  
On October 23, the Afterschool Enrichment Program at Christa McAuliffe Charter School will 
host a Lights On Afterschool event from 3:00 to 5:00 PM. Students will discuss the national 
rally’s mission and the need for afterschool programs across the country. They will participate in 
a “What Lights Me Up” activity where they will think about the impact their program has had on 
them and reflect on the people and things in their lives that they hold dear.  
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Great Barrington, Massachusetts: Maria Rundle, Flying Cloud Institute, 413-645-3058, 
admin@flyingcloudinstitute.org 
Flying Cloud Institute will welcome local families to the Berkshire Innovation Center on 
October 23 for a free hands-on art and science event to mark Lights On Afterschool. The event, 
which will last from 5:00 to 7:00 PM, is the sixth STEAM (science, technology, engineering, 
arts, and math) challenge night hosted by the Flying Cloud Institute, with support from the 
Berkshire STEM Pipeline and the Berkshire Innovation Center. Students and parents will 
participate in building challenges, 3-D printing activities, and music stations. 
 
Marblehead, Massachusetts: Kathleen Alexandrou, YMCA of the North Shore, 978-767-9986, 
alexandrouk@northshoreymca.org  
On October 23 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM, the Lynch/Van Otterloo YMCA is hosting a Lights On 
Afterschool pizza night, welcoming afterschool program families and community members to its 
site, which will be lit up in blue. Each of the YMCA of the North Shore’s afterschool program 
site has made a poster answering the prompt “why after school matters to me,” which will be on 
display. Families will enjoy music, games, and dinner. Attendees will also be encouraged to 
donate to the YMCA to support financial assistance for afterschool families in need. As many as 
100 guests are expected. 
 
Plymouth, Massachusetts: Christine Murray, Boys & Girls Club of Plymouth, 508-746-6070, 
cyoung@bgcplymouth.org 
In recognition of Lights On Afterschool, the Boys & Girls Club of Plymouth will hold a Read-a-
Thon at its clubhouse on October 23. Club members of all ages will be included, with middle- 
and high-school members helping elementary-age members with reading and other literacy 
activities. Club members will also decorate paper light bulbs to add to a mural. The event will 
last from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM, and up to 80 students are expected to participate. 
 
Michigan 
Clare, Michigan: Dixie Gabalis, Clare-Gladwin RESD, 989-802-2067, dgabalis@cgresd.net 
Harrison SPARKS and Ignite, the Clare-Gladwin RESD afterschool program, will host up to 100 
guests at an open house and resource fair for Lights On Afterschool. Families will get a chance to 
learn about the opportunities and resources available through SPARKS’s and Ignite’s 
partnerships with community organizations. The event will take place on October 22 in the 
Harrison Middle School gym from 3:00 to 5:30 PM.  
 
Detroit, Michigan: Afterschool Ambassador Curtis Blackwell and Ashley Jones, Sound Mind 
Sound Body Academy, 313-629-0262, ashley@smsbacademy.com 
The Sound Mind Sound Body Academy will welcome over 400 students, family members, and 
community supporters to its “Trunk O’ Treat” event in celebration of Lights On Afterschool at 
Carlton Elementary School on October 21. From 3:00 to 5:00 PM, guests will enjoy food and 
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activities such as arts and crafts, sack races, and cornhole in a safe, welcoming, and festive 
environment. All guests will receive a Lights On Afterschool gift to mark the occasion.  
 
Flint, Michigan: Chené Montgomery, The Flint Center for Educational Excellence, 810-919-
8939, cmontgomery@theflintcenter.org  
On October 23, from 4:30 to 6:30 PM, the Flint Center for Educational Excellence will celebrate 
Lights On Afterschool with an evening of fun, food, and family engagement at the Sneaker Ball 
at Potter Elementary School. Families are encouraged to wear their favorite sneakers and enjoy 
dinner, music, and exciting activities. The event will feature craft stations, family games, a 
graffiti art wall, and a lively dance floor. Guests can also show off their style in the Sneaker 
Runway Contest, with prizes awarded for creativity and family spirit. The night will conclude 
with raffles, awards, and a high-energy group dance to celebrate the power of afterschool 
programs. 
 
Grand Rapids, Michigan: Mia Mahaney, STEM Greenhouse, 616-794-6665, 
info@stemgreenhouse.org  
STEM Greenhouse, a nonprofit organization dedicated to growing the next generation of STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and math) leaders through hands-on, engaging learning 
experiences, will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with afterschool students at Riverside Middle 
School. On October 23, during regular programming time, STEM Greenhouse will hold a get-
together with refreshments for its 25 students, providing them with an opportunity to connect and 
celebrate their achievements in their afterschool program.  
 
Hastings, Michigan: Shay Payne, YMCA of Barry County, 269-945-4574, 
shay@ymcaofbarrycounty.org  
On October 23, from 4:00 to 5:00 PM, Y Time Childcare at the YMCA of Barry County will 
host a meet-and-greet for school and YMCA officials at its Outreach Building for Lights On 
Afterschool. Guests will get an inside look at the Y Time program, and will enjoy a snack and 
storytime with the children. Students will also get a chance to show off their light bulb artwork 
and vote for their favorite light bulbs in an art contest. 
 
Kalamazoo, Michigan: Brynn Rohde, KYD Network, 269-336-1116, brynn@kydnet.org  
KYD Network and Open Roads are hosting a youth bike ride to four different afterschool 
programs and the local library in the Edison neighborhood of Kalamazoo to mark Lights On 
Afterschool. Riders will meet at Open Roads on East Vine Street. Each stop will include a 15 
minute advocacy presentation and afterschool-themed activities including dance, lightbulb crafts, 
and pumpkin carving. The event is open to youth and their caregivers and will take place from 
4:00 to 6:00 PM on October 23.  
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Leslie, Michigan: Kristen Ambroggio, Leslie Public Schools, 517-589-8218, 
kristen.ambroggio@lesliek12.net  
Leslie Middle School’s afterschool program is excited to invite students, parents, and community 
leaders to a Lights On Afterschool open house event at Leslie Middle School on October 23. 
Visitors will be able to get an inside look at the activities offered in the program, including 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) enrichment activities and the summer 
program. The event will take place from 3:30 to 5:30 PM. 
 
Minnesota  
Duluth, Minnesota: Lily Cartier, Duluth Area Family YMCA, 218-772-4745 x120, 
LCartier@duluthymca.org 
On October 23, students from Harbor Highlands Community Center will head to Boulder Lake 
Environmental Learning Center to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. The students will learn how 
to fish and get the chance to enjoy time at the 18,000 acre outdoor classroom. Harbor Highlands 
Community Center is part of Duluth Area Family YMCA Community Services. 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota: Pedro Bustamante, Nellie Stone Community School, 612-821-2968, 
Pedro.Bustamante@ymcamn.org 
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, Nellie Stone Community School is hosting an open house at 
its program from 3:00 to 4:30 PM. Guests will tour the facility and see firsthand the enriching 
and engaging activities the scholars do each afternoon. Community partners will sponsor tables, 
sharing information with participants.  
 
Plymouth, Minnesota: Gregory Landis, Wayzata Kids, 763-745-7198, 
gregory.landis@wayzataschools.org  
On October 23, Wayzata Kids will host a Lights On Afterschool family event in Meadow Ridge 
Elementary School’s cafeteria from 4:00 to 5:30 PM, featuring fall-themed crafts, activities and 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) projects for parents to do along with their 
child.  
 
Plymouth, Minnesota: Laurie Wiegand, Wayzata Kids at Kimberly Lane Elementary School, 
763-745-5698, laurie.wiegand@wayzataschools.org 
For Lights On Afterschool, Wayzata Kids will host a celebration at Kimberly Lane Elementary 
School. Students and their families will participate in a coloring contest, decorate light bulbs and 
share what they love about Wayzata Kids. During the evening of October 23, the I-35W bridge 
will shine yellow and blue in celebration of Lights On Afterschool.  
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Shoreview, Minnesota: Jason Roycraft, Emmet D. Williams Elementary School, 612-802-3488, 
JASON.ROYCRAFT@isd623.org  
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, Emmet D. Williams Elementary School is hosting a student-
run talent show on October 23 from 5:00 to 6:00 PM, with music, dance, comedy, and other 
student performances. The students will serve as emcees, stage crew, and organizers, 
highlighting their leadership skills as well as their many talents. Refreshments will be served. 
 
Mississippi 
Greenville, Mississippi: Yolanda West, Divine Directions Corporation, 662-299-2066, 
ywest@divinedirectionscorp.org 
On September 4, Unity Christian Academy hosted a Grandparents’ Gathering fundraiser to 
recognize Lights On Afterschool and to strengthen family and community connections. From 
6:00 to 7:30 PM, over 100 students, parents, and grandparents enjoyed student performances, 
trivia games, door prizes, and a meal. Attendees also made donations to fund afterschool 
activities and mentoring.  
 
Meridian, Mississippi: Clair Huff, MS Children’s Museum- Meridian, 601-512-0279, 
clair@mcm.ms  
Launch into Learning, the afterschool enrichment program at the MS Children’s Museum- 
Meridian hosted approximately 100 students, parents, and community members on October 21 
from 5:00 to 6:30 PM for Lights On Afterschool. Guests enjoyed a meal together, followed by 
literacy activities for children and caregivers. The event also featured a display of student 
artwork.  
 
Missouri 
Kirkwood, Missouri: Jennifer Hahn, Kirkwood School District, 314-213-6100, 
jennifer.hahn@kirkwoodschools.org 
Kirkwood Adventure Club will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with a STEM-Tastic Family Fun 
event on October 23 from 4:30 to 5:15 PM. Students will participate in a variety of hands-on 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math) activities all afternoon, and parents are 
invited to join for part or all of the event, or to just observe as their children show off the skills 
they’re learning in Adventure Club. Over 500 students across all 5 program locations.  
 
Sedalia, Missouri: James Cramer, Boys & Girls Clubs of West Central Missouri, 660-553-0132, 
jcramer@bgckids.com  
On October 23, the Boys & Girls Clubs of West Central Missouri will host a family night for 
kids and parents at its Heber Hunt location in celebration of Lights On Afterschool. The event 
will celebrate youth and parent voices and will be an opportunity for families to gather for 
Halloween and Lights On Afterschool-themed crafts, pumpkin painting, and refreshments 
including hot dogs and chips. The event will take place from 5:00 to 6:30 PM.  
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Springfield, Missouri: Niki Kiruki, Boys & Girls Club of Springfield, 417-862-9249, 
nkiruki@bgclubspringfield.org 
On October 18th, the Boys & Girls Club of Springfield held a tabling event and festival to mark 
Lights On Afterschool. From 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM, up to 150 guests including students, 
parents, and local officials, gathered at the Club’s Park Avenue location to enjoy food and 
drinks, yard games, balloon animals, inflatables, and face painting. Local agencies were also 
present to distribute information about their services to attending families. 
  
St. Joseph, Missouri: Lea Parker, Interfaith Community Services, Inc., 816-238-4511, 
lparker@interservstjoe.org 
For Lights On Afterschool, Interserv will host a community trunk-or-treat in the Interserv 
Community Center parking lot from 5:00 to 6:30 PM on October 23. Local organizations 
including banks, nonprofits, local government agencies, and parent groups will host “trunks” to 
offer candy and trinkets to more than 300 attendees. Kids will also be able to look inside a real 
fire truck, brought by Interserv’s neighbors at the local fire department. Hot dogs and chips will 
be served. 
 
St. Louis, Missouri: Krystal Crouch, St. Louis Public Schools, 314-772-0994, 
krystal.crouch@slps.org  
Get ready for a glowing good time at Mullanphy-Botanical Garden Investigative Learning 
Center. In celebration of Lights On Afterschool, Mullanphy will throw a party for students from 
4:45 to 6:00 PM on October 31, packed with fun, learning, and movement through a variety of 
themed stations. Kids will learn how to make a healthy snack, enjoy an engaging storytime 
designed to spark imagination, join the glow-in-the-dark dance party in the gym, and play 
educational games that combine learning and fun. Kids will also get to take home glow-in-the-
dark crafts as a keepsake. 
 
Montana  
Lewistown, Montana: Laura Tucek, Boys & Girls Club of Lewistown, 406-535-2257, 
education@bgclublewistown.com  
On October 23, the Boys & Girls Club of Lewistown will hold a Lights On Afterschool family 
night at its clubhouse. A local artist will host several painting activities for guests of all ages, 
including a faux neon paint project for the youngest members, and a Starry Night paint tutorial 
for older students and family members. All guests will then collaborate on a giant paint-by-
number mural in the main room. The free event will last from 5:30 to 7:30 PM and dinner will be 
served. 
 
Nebraska 
Bellevue, Nebraska: Lisa Cutrera, Bellevue Public Schools Foundation, 402-541-2009, 
Lisa.cutrera@bpsne.net  
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The Bellevue Public Schools Foundation will host open house events at each of its Kids’ Time 
locations on October 23 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM to mark Lights On Afterschool. Up to 600 total 
guests are expected across all 15 events. Each center will have two to three STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and math) activities where kids can show off the science skills they’ve 
learned at Kids’ Time to their families. Refreshments will be available. 

Crete, Nebraska: Afterschool Ambassador Joel Bramhall, Cardinal Community Learning 
Centers, 402-826-9836, joel.bramhall@creteschools.org  
On October 24, Cardinal Community Learning Centers will host a Lights On Afterschool family 
engagement event at Crete Intermediate School from 4:30 to 6:00 PM. The event will feature 
experiential learning stations designed for K–5 students and their families, including the creation 
station, friendship bracelets, Makerspace, outdoor activities, family literacy, strategic games, 
building blocks, and take-home supplies. Families can also enjoy ping pong challenges, pop-a-
shot basketball, and a gaga ball pit, along with free popcorn and an imagination playground and 
pop-up library experience. A Title I parent meeting will also provide parents an opportunity to 
connect, learn, and engage with the school community. 

Lincoln, Nebraska: Kylie Cook, Belmont Community Center, 402-477-8854, 
kylie.cook@belmontcommunitycenter.org  
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, the Belmont Community Center will host an active 
engagement night on October 23. The event will start with a dinner at 5:30 PM at the Belmont 
Community Center, followed by a basketball clinic from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at the Belmont Rec 
Center. This event will kick off a series of monthly active engagement nights featuring activities 
such as soccer and yoga. 
 
North Platte, Nebraska: Carrie Lienemann, North Platte Public Schools, 308-696-3361, 
clienemann@nppsd.org  
On October 15, Kids Klub at North Platte Public Schools celebrated Lights On Afterschool with 
a community movie night on the North Platte High School football field, in partnership with 
NPHS and Nebraskaland Bank. Starting at 5:30 PM, guests enjoyed free hamburgers, hot dogs, 
and concessions provided and grilled on site by Nebraskaland Bank. Thanks to support from 
Beyond School Bells, the first 100 families through the gates received a Kids Klub stadium 
blanket.  
 
Omaha, Nebraska: Afterschool Ambassador Nicole Everingham, Collective for Youth, 402-
932-2025 x1005, neveringham@collectiveforyouth.org 
Approximately 1,000 students, parents, and business and community leaders joined Collective 
for Youth on October 11 for a Lights On Afterschool parade and exhibition held at University of 
Nebraska Omaha’s campus. The event showcased the creativity and achievements of afterschool 
students and drew attention to the need for more afterschool programs. Mayor John Ewing spoke 
at the celebration to highlight the work of students, afterschool providers, businesses, and 
community groups that support afterschool programs. Students then paraded to the Sapp 
Fieldhouse to participate in 22 interactive stations set up like the TV show “Survivor.” Activities 
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included rock climbing, first aid and survival skills, soccer, skateboarding, pickle ball, STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and math) activities, bounce houses and archery.  
 
Nevada 
Elko, Nevada: Monica Stevenson, Southside Elementary, 775-738-3731, mstevens@ecsdnv.net  
For Lights On Afterschool, Southside Elementary is partnering with its PTA and Communities in 
Schools to host a Halloween carnival on October 30 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM in its gym. The event 
will include eyeball spoon races, pumpkin and cooking decorating, pin the tail on the witch and 
zombie, witch hat ring toss, zombie bean bag toss, and a Halloween tin can knockdown game. 
More than 200 guests are expected to attend this annual event. 
 
Fallon, Nevada: Cristan Underwood, Churchill County School District, 775-389-7633, 
underwoodc@churchillcsd.com  
On the morning of October 23, the Fallon Youth Club will join Mayor Ken Tedford in the 
Council Chambers as he issues a Lights On Afterschool proclamation. Later in the day, the 
Fallon Youth Club will host its Glow in the Dark Art and Math Night from 4:00 to 5:15 PM. 
Guests will paint a small light bulb on a 4x4 inch canvas in fluorescent paint to glow under a 
black light. There will also be glow in the dark tic-tac-toe and Jenga games. Guests are welcome 
to tour the program and see all the creative activities participants do each afternoon. 
 
Las Vegas, Nevada: Afterschool Ambassador Dr. Linda Johnson-McClinton, Enriching 
Explorations in Engineering (E3), 702-337-7943, e3@EnrichExploreEngineer.com  
On October 3, Enriching Explorations in Engineering (E3) hosted a Lights On Afterschool STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and math) celebration in collaboration with Northwest Career 
& Technical Academy’s monthly First Fridays gatherings. The Black Student Union hosted the 
event that spotlighted the accomplishments of afterschool programs. On October 18, E3 held a 
second Lights On Afterschool event at Allegiant Stadium. The backstage stadium tour, which 
was arranged through Mayor Shelley Berkley and the Las Vegas Raiders football team, involved 
a showcase of STEM in sports and how it is connected to the math, science and engineering 
programs that students participate in during afterschool programs. Twenty-five students 
participated and learned about the integral role that STEM plays in athletics. Mayor Berkley will 
also issue a proclamation for Lights On Afterschool on October 23.  

Las Vegas, Nevada: Jessica Torres, Will Beckley Elementary School, 702-799-7700, 
hanakjk@nv.ccsd.net  
For Lights On Afterschool, Will Beckley Elementary School is hosting “Luces de Vida: Lights of 
Life with Lights On” on October 29 from 4:15 to 5:15 PM. The cultural event will immerse 
students and their families in the rich traditions of the Mexican holiday, Día de Los Muertos, 
honoring and celebrating loved ones who have passed away. The festivities will include sugar 
skull decorating in which students and families decorate traditional calaveras (skulls) using 
markers, glitter, sequins, and other colorful craft supplies. Guests will also craft paper marigolds 
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(cempasúchil) traditionally used to guide spirits during Día de los Muertos. The Reader’s Theater 
will host student performances and art will be displayed throughout the center. As many as 100 
guests will attend. 
 
Reno, Nevada: Ally Nicholson, Boys & Girls Club of Truckee Meadows, 775-360-2431, 
anicholson@bgctm.org  
To mark Lights On Afterschool, the Boys & Girls Club of Truckee Meadows will host a trunk-
or-treat on October 30 from 4:30 to 6:30 PM at the Donald W. Reynolds Clubhouse. Guests will 
enjoy yard games, a bounce house, a light bulb coloring contest, face painting, STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and math) activities, and more. Partnering organizations providing 
activities and community information include Join Together Northern Nevada, Nevada 
Department of Wildlife, The Great Basin Institute, and The Desert Research Institute. More than 
200 guests are expected.  
 
Spring Creek, Nevada: Roseanne Boatman, Sage Elementary, 775-738-4711, 
rboatman@ecsdnv.net 
For Lights On Afterschool, Sage Elementary and its 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
program hosted its annual fall carnival on October 9. The celebration included mini-golf, cosmic 
bowling, a cake walk, a photo booth, food, face painting, a tattoo parlor, cornhole, prizes and 
more. Nearly 500 people attended the family-friendly festival. 
 
New Hampshire 
Bristol, New Hampshire: Afterschool Ambassador Melissa Goerbig, Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of New Hampshire, 603-785-9820, mgoerbig@bbbsnh.org, Regina Richford, Tapply-Thompson 
Community Center, rrichford@ttccrec.org  
On October 23, Tapply-Thompson Community Center (TTCC) and Project Promise are co-
hosting Lights On Afterschool - One Month. One State. All STEM, to shine a spotlight on STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and math) in afterschool. The event will take place from 4:30 
to 6:00 PM at TTCC, featuring student-led STEM demonstrations, youth artwork, and special 
guests illustrating how afterschool programs inspire innovation and engagement. Copies of the 
newly released America After 3PM report will be available to connect statewide data to local 
stories in action. Big Brothers Big Sisters of New Hampshire and the New Hampshire 
Afterschool Network (NHAN) are proud sponsors of the event.  
 
Center Ossipee, New Hampshire: Emily O’Blenes, Ossipee Central School, 
eoblenes@sau49nh.gov 
For Lights On Afterschool, Ossipee Central School’s School’s Out! Program is partnering with 
Ossipee Parks and Rec to host “Once Upon a Pumpkin Path” on October 25 from 5:00 to 6:30 
PM at Constitution Park. Guests will enjoy a nocturnal story along the StoryWalk® trail, aglow 
with carved pumpkins as well as treats and prizes. The free event includes a pumpkin carving 
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contest, raffle, STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) activities, light 
refreshments, and much more. Guests are encouraged to come in costumes. 
 
Henniker, New Hampshire: Afterschool Ambassador Melissa Goerbig, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of New Hampshire, 603-785-9820, mgoerbig@bbbsnh.org and Kelsey Johnstone, White 
Birch Center, kelseyj@whitebirchcc.org  
On October 23 from 5:00 to 6:30 PM, White Birch Center will host Lights On Afterschool - One 
Month. One State. All STEM, an event in the Henniker Community School’s cafeteria, featuring 
student-led STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) demonstrations and youth 
artwork, illustrating how afterschool programs inspire innovation and engagement. Special 
guests include New Hampshire State Representative Eileen Kelly, New Hampshire State Senator 
Daniel Innis, SAU 24 School Superintendent Jacqueline Coe, and New Hampshire Department 
of Health and Human Services Administrator of Operations Jotham Spreeman. Copies of the 
newly released America After 3PM report will be available to connect statewide data to local 
stories in action. Big Brothers Big Sisters of New Hampshire and the New Hampshire 
Afterschool Network (NHAN) are proud sponsors of the event.  
 
Hopkinton, New Hampshire: Heather Desfosses-Doherty, ‘Tween School ‘n Home Child Care 
Program, 603-738-8862, heather@tweenschool.com 
‘Tween School ‘n Home Child Care is hosting its tenth annual Lights On Afterschool open house 
at Harold Martin Elementary School on October 23 from 5:30 to 6:30 PM. Guests will tour the 
program and view the students’ art and STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) 
projects on display. The celebration will include games, activities, and an adults-versus-children 
floor hockey game.  
 
New London, New Hampshire: Afterschool Ambassador Melissa Goerbig, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of New Hampshire, 603-785-9820, mgoerbig@bbbsnh.org and Kelly Pickett, The Outing 
Club Village, kelly@theoutingclub.org  
On October 23 from 4:30 to 6:00 PM, The Outing Club Village is hosting Lights On Afterschool: 
STEM Night, an exciting evening of hands-on STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
math) fun. Families will explore interactive stations led by The Outing Club staff and community 
partners, showcasing how afterschool programs spark curiosity, confidence, and connection for 
children across the Kearsarge–Sunapee region. Guests will build simple circuits, design mini 
catapults, test their engineering skills, and explore science through fun, hands-on challenges. 
There will be light refreshments and time to connect with other families and celebrate the joy of 
learning after school! Big Brothers Big Sisters of New Hampshire and the New Hampshire 
Afterschool Network (NHAN) are proud sponsors of the event. The free event is open to the 
public.  
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Portsmouth, New Hampshire: Jessica DuBois, Seacoast Community School, 603-422-8223 
jdubois@seacoastcommunityschool.org 
On October 23, Seacoast Community School will host a Lights On Afterschool open house, 
welcoming guests to its new afterschool program. From 3:30 to 5:30 PM, families, community 
members, and school and state officials will explore the new space and see firsthand the many 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) activities students have been working on. 
STEM Next Flight Crew member Andre Lu will be a guest speaker. Visitors will have the 
opportunity to join in, observe and ask questions. Big Brothers Big Sisters of New Hampshire 
and the New Hampshire Afterschool Network (NHAN) are proud sponsors of the event.  
 
New Jersey 
East Orange, New Jersey: Dawn Tyler, East Orange School District, 862-233-3465, 
d.stokes@eastorange.k12.nj.us  
The Path 21st Century Community Learning Center at Louverture Elementary School will 
celebrate Lights On Afterschool by shining a spotlight on the power of afterschool learning. 
Students, families, and community members are invited to explore an interactive STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math) museum, where curiosity meets creativity. Learners of 
all ages can enjoy exciting hands-on activities in science, technology, engineering and math. The 
event will take place on October 23 at 3:00 PM. 
 
Jersey City, New Jersey: Yesenia Natera, The Ethical Community Charter School, 201-815-
4554, yesenia.natera@teccsjc.org  
This October, all afterschool students at the Ethical Community Charter School will participate 
in Lights On Afterschool by coloring in a symbolic light bulb. These decorated bulbs will be 
displayed throughout the building to raise awareness among staff and families. On October 23, 
parents and guardians are invited to follow their child through the afterschool program. The 
event will begin at 4:00 PM with a short presentation introducing the Lights On Afterschool 
initiative and highlighting the importance of afterschool programs. Parents will then join their 
children for the final portion of their academic support session, and participate alongside their 
child in an enrichment activity. Highlights will be shared on our school website and social media 
platforms. The event will conclude at 5:30 PM.  
 
Middlesex, New Jersey: Susetmarie Carter, Middlesex Community School, 732-317-6000, 
carters@middleschool.k12.nj.us 
Middlesex Community School will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with a “Family Fun at the 
Pumpkin Patch,” a free event for students and families at Mauger Middle School on October 23 
from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. Food will be available and each child will be given a pumpkin to take 
home. 
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Newark, New Jersey: Mildred Gorton, Better Tomorrows, 973-802-1000, 
mildred.gorton@bettertomorrows.org  
Better Tomorrows at the Boulevard West Apartments will host a literacy and cooking event for 
Lights On Afterschool. On October 23, at 3:00 PM, children in the program will dissect a 
pumpkin and write a story or poem about their findings. The children will then be given a recipe 
for pumpkin soup, with instructions to prepare the soup and use pumpkin seeds as a garnish.  
 
Trenton, New Jersey: Frances Florence, Capital Area YMCA, 609-599-9622, 
fflorence@capitalymca.org 
The Capital Area YMCA will host a glow-in-the-dark art gallery to celebrate Lights On 
Afterschool on October 23. The gallery will be open to guests from 3:00 to 6:30 PM. The event, 
which includes STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) activities, art projects, and 
games, will give parents and guests a chance to see the skills the children develop in the 
afterschool program every day.  
 
New Mexico  
Albuquerque, New Mexico: May Sagbakken, New Mexico Out-of-School Time Network, 
msagbakken@nmost.org  
On October 24, New Mexico Out-of-School Time Network (NMOST) will host Lights On 
Afterschool Virtual Out of School Time Roundtable: Beyond the Classroom, presenting a new 
study on Out of School Time (OST) and a panel of OST providers. The roundtable will include 
New Mexico Lieutenant General Morales, Attorney General Torrez, Afterschool Alliance Senior 
Vice President Jen Rinehart, and Conor Hicks with the NM Legislative Education Committee. 
 
Santa Cruz, New Mexico: Danita Quintana, Española Municipal Schools, 5057533213, 
danita.quintana@k12espanola.org  
For Lights On Afterschool, Tony E. Quintana Elementary invites families and community 
members to “make their mark” at the school’s family night on October 23 at 5:30 PM. Guests 
will listen to “The Dot” story and then create their own special dots to be displayed throughout 
the school. 
 
New York  
Brooklyn, New York: After School Ambassador Ghiles Jackson, After School All-Stars, 347-
257-7550, ghiles.jackson@afterschoolallstars.org  
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, After School All-Stars will host a red-carpet premiere of an 
original short film created by and about the students of Excel Upper School in Canarsie, 
Brooklyn, on October 23 from 5:30 to 7:30 PM. Voices of Canarsie: Life After the Bell is an 
inspiring film that captures the voices, experiences, and creativity of Excel Upper School’s youth 
while highlighting the meaningful impact of its afterschool program through student stories, 
parent testimonials, and reflections from school leadership. Guests will be treated to catered 
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food, popcorn, refreshments, raffles, and exciting giveaways. Marc John Jefferies, acclaimed 
actor, and film producer, is the keynote speaker. He will share his personal journey and speak 
about the importance of youth expression and opportunity. As many as 150 guests will attend the 
event, including Council Member Mercedes Narcisse, NYC Department of Youth and 
Community Development Deputy Commissioner Susan Haskell, and representatives from Mayor 
Eric Adams’ office and Senator Roxanne Persaud’s office.  
 
Brooklyn, New York: Rose Mejia, Grand Street Settlement, 929-250-9040, 
rmejia@grandsettlement.org 
The afterschool program at Lyons Community School will hold a Lights On Afterschool open 
house at 3:30 PM on October 23. Parents and guardians will get a chance to see what their 
children are learning after school by participating in some of the classes and activities the 
program offers. This will be followed by a “Kitchen Table” talk, where guests will ask questions 
and discuss the importance of afterschool programs. 
 
Buffalo, New York: Afterschool Ambassador Talisa King, Erie County Department of Social 
Services, 716-858-7489, Talisa.King@erie.gov  
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, the Westminster Community Charter School will host a 
Halloween “Spook-Ghetti Dinner” in its cafeteria on October 23 from 4:00 to 5:30 PM. During 
the dinner, the afterschool program will stream a short video produced by the students, 
highlighting program activities, student statements, and live-action clips. Additionally, Niagara 
Falls will be illuminated in blue and yellow at 10:15 PM on October 23 to mark Lights On 
Afterschool. The illumination will be lived streamed on the Niagara Falls Cam: 
https://www.earthcam.com/canada/niagarafalls/?cam=niagarafalls_str     

Cheektowaga, New York: Afterschool Ambassador Talisa King, Erie County Department of 
Social Services, 716-858-7489, Talisa.King@erie.gov 
For Lights On Afterschool, Maryvale Intermediate & Middle Schools will host a Spook-Ghetti 
dinner on October 23 from 5:00 to 6:30 PM. School families are invited for dinner and a night of 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math) activities. The Reinstein Woods 
Nature Preserve’s “Reptile Guy” will be on hand for a live educational performance. The event 
will also include healthy eating and nutrition information, literacy resources and library card 
registration, family games, and slime-making activities. Guests will receive Lights On 
Afterschool swag giveaways and information on afterschool programs. As many as 100 guests 
are expected. 
 
Fresh Meadows, New York: Cynthia Tellez, Commonpoint, 347-921-2441, 
ctellez@commonpoint.org 
Nearly 150 students at Beacon @ MS 216 are celebrating Lights On Afterschool with a series of 
activities during the week of October 20. On October 21, each grade will create their own poster 
showcasing their favorite things about their school. On October 22, students will participate in 
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the “Light Bulb Challenge” and colored Lights On Afterschool- themed pictures. On October 23, 
students will hold a showcase in which each grade presents their posters and art, followed by a 
rally. The celebration will conclude on Thursday with a plastic bulb painting activity. 
 
Jamestown, New York: Alex Lantigua, Jamestown Public Schools, 716-338-3824, 
alex.lantigua@jpsny.org  
Ring Elementary School will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with a family night on October 23 
from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. Students and parents will gather in the school cafeteria to work on arts 
and crafts activities together. Parents will also get a chance to meet and connect with program 
staff. 
 
Lackawanna, New York: Afterschool Ambassador Talisa King, Erie County Department of 
Social Services, 716-858-7489, Talisa.King@erie.gov    
On October 23, Martin Road Elementary School will host a Lights On Afterschool event from 
3:30 to 5:30 PM. The celebration will include STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, 
and math) projects and advocacy activities. Students and their families will have the opportunity 
to share personal testimonials, highlighting the value of afterschool programs. As many as 120 
guests are expected to attend.   
 
New York, New York: Jade Simmons, Roads to Success, 347-373-5132, 
jadesimmons@roadstosuccess.org 
To mark Lights On Afterschool, Level Up at Roads to Success will host an open house on 
October 23. Guests will enjoy student performances including music and dance, poetry readings, 
art and fashion showcases, and a short film screening. The event will take place in the auditorium 
of the school building at 154 W 93rd Street from 3:00 to 5:00 PM.  
 
Staten Island, New York: Danisha Massey, Police Athletic League, 917-484-2081, 
dmassey@palnyc.org  
On October 23, the Police Athletic League at PS 13 will mark Lights On Afterschool with a 
walk-through hallway gallery to showcase the amazing work happening in its afterschool 
program. This gallery will highlight the creativity, dedication, and growth of PAL participants 
through interactive displays, artwork, photos, and project spotlights. Each section of the hallway 
will represent different aspects of the program, from academics and arts to sports, leadership, and 
community engagement. Families, staff, and community members will be able to celebrate their 
children’s achievements while gaining a deeper understanding of the impact PAL has on their 
development. The event will take place during normal program hours from 4:30 to 5:20 PM. 
 
Queens, New York: Kelly Legg, Queens Community House, 929-509-0909, klegg@qchnyc.org  
In celebration of Lights On Afterschool, Queens Community House will host a festival in the 
Beacon Community Center at MS 210Q courtyard on October 23. The event will be open to 
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Beacon families starting at 3:00 PM and will be open to the public from 4:00 to 7:00 PM. As 
many as 400 guests will enjoy music, snacks, a bounce house, performances, and art displays.  
 
Williamsville, New York: Jennifer Wolf, Just for Kids, 716-812-6604, 
jwolf@justforkidsonline.org 
On October 23, up to 150 students and family members will gather at Friendship Fortress, an 
indoor playground, for Just for Kids’s family fun day for Lights On Afterschool. Guests will be 
able to take part in hands-on STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) and art 
activities, allowing parents to see first-hand what their children are learning every day at Just for 
Kids. Students and parents are encouraged to bring canned goods for Just for Kids’s annual food 
drive in partnership with Feedmore WNY. For each donated can, guests will receive a raffle 
ticket for prizes donated by local businesses. 
 
North Carolina 
Charlotte, North Carolina: E’Tiana Smith, Greater Enrichment Program, 980-417-2629, 
esmith@gepinc.org 
Greater Enrichment Program will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with rallies at all five of its 
Charlotte afterschool program sites. Each rally will feature stations including coloring, light bulb 
decorating, light bulb circuit building, and a balloon challenge game with prizes for first place. 
Students will be encouraged to wear yellow t-shirts and sign a Lights On Afterschool banner. The 
Montclair Elementary and Highland Renaissance sites held rallies on October 17 from 4:00 to 
5:00 PM, and the Thomasboro Academy, Bruns Avenue Elementary, and Merry Oaks 
International Academy sites will hold theirs on October 24 from 4:00 to 5:00 PM. Over 300 
students are expected to attend the rallies across all five sites. 
 
Rutherfordton, North Carolina: John Miller, Blue Ridge Hope, 808-202-3075, 
john@blueridgehope.org 
The Resiliency Cohort, which includes HOPEworks, the Norris Public Library, KidSenses 
Interactive Museum, NC Works, and the Rutherford Outdoor Coalition, will mark Lights On 
Afterschool with an open house event for high school students. Students will hear about job and 
internship opportunities, participate in STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
math) activities, and enjoy coffee and snacks. The event will take place on October 23, from 3:30 
to 6:00 PM at the Blue Ridge Village, HOPEworks’s weekly program location. 
 
Selma, North Carolina: Kourtney Bowden, Boys & Girls Club of Johnston County, 252-904-
4809, kbowden@johnstonbgc.org  
To mark Lights On Afterschool, the Boys & Girls Club of Johnston County will host a night of 
flashlight tag at its SECU clubhouse. The event will take place on October 23 from 7:00 to 8:00 
PM. Following the game of flashlight tag, guests will form a “human light bulb” on the field.   
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Williamston, North Carolina: Sheriqueenma Artis Rodgers, Williamston Boys & Girls Club of 
the Coastal Plain, 252-508-5018, srodgers@bgccp.com 
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, the Williamston Boys & Girls Club of the Coastal Plain will 
hold a showcase and open house at EJ Hayes Elementary on October 23 from 4:30 to 5:30 PM. 
The showcase will include a variety of STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) 
activities, a presentation of “kidpreneur” businesses, and performances by the cheer team.  
 
North Dakota  
Fargo, North Dakota: Amber Carlsrud, Boys & Girls Clubs of the Red River Valley, 701-235-
2147, AmberCarlsrud@bgcrrv.org 
The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Red River Valley will hold a Lights On Afterschool celebration at 
its Club on October 23 from 2:30 to 6:00 PM. Students will complete light bulb artwork, Lights 
On Afterschool work searches, “We Love Our Afterschool Staff Because…” testimonials, and 
the light bulb challenge. 
 
Hatton, North Dakota: Rachel Strand, Hatton Eielson High School, 
rachel.strand@hattonk12.com  
On October 23, Hatton Eielson Public School (EPS) will hold a Lights On Afterschool glow run 
from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. Families from its elementary school will complete a 1K and/or 3K with 
glow sticks, prizes, and snacks. Houses along the race route will have their porch lights on in 
support of EPS and its afterschool programs. The race coincides with EPS’s walking initiative at 
its afterschool program. Every Wednesday, the program tracks how far each student is walking 
during the program’s fitness time. During the fun run, high school students will be pacers and 
prizes will be awarded to first individual finishers, the first family to complete the 3K, the most 
enthusiastic walker, the most lit up with neon or glow accessories, and the best dancer at the 
post-race dance in the school parking lot. The entire community is welcome to participate.  
 
Ohio 
Cleveland, Ohio: Daa’iyah Rahman, Open Doors Academy, 216-825-3243, 
drahman@odacle.org  
As part of the nationwide Lights On Afterschool initiative, Open Doors Academy will host an 
evening of conversation that brings together thought leaders, educators, and decision-makers to 
highlight how afterschool programs unlock opportunity for youth, support working families, and 
strengthen our communities. The event will take place at the City Club of Cleveland from 4:30 to 
6:30 PM on October 23 and will feature a conversation with Ohio’s Lt. Governor Jim Tressel, 
Mansfield City School Superintendent Stan Jefferson, and Open Doors Academy CEO Dorothy 
Moulthrop, Ph.D. This event is free and open to the public. Advance registration is required. 
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Columbus, Ohio: Sheri-Lynn Wynn, City of Columbus, 614-645-3330, slwynn@columbus.gov  
Over 500 people will gather at the Center of Science and Industry, a Columbus landmark, on 
October 23 to celebrate the Afterschool Rec Club (ARC) and Lights On Afterschool. The free 
event will begin at 5:00 PM with light snacks and remarks from ARC leadership, representatives 
from COSI, and local elected officials, followed by a liquid nitrogen show. COSI’s exhibits will 
be open to guests until 9:00 PM. 
 
Corning, Ohio: Kera Hill, Southern Local School District, 740-721-0521, 
kera.hill@southernlocal.org  
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, Miller High School held a pumpkin-carving event on 
October 16 from 3:30 to 5:00 PM. Students worked together to design and carve pumpkins that 
spread positive messages or represent community themes. Students also incorporated science 
into their carving by testing preservation methods and carving techniques to enhance the strength 
and longevity of their pumpkins. As part of service learning, students will display their carved 
pumpkins around the school and at our schools annual trunk-or-treat to bring joy and raise 
awareness for afterschool programs, showing how youth can make a positive difference in their 
community. 
 
Elyria, Ohio: Ivy Esser-Whidden, Horizon Education Centers, 440-328-7145, iesser-
whidden@horizonohio.org  
On October 23, the Horizon Education Center at Southside Pride will recognize Lights On 
Afterschool with a service learning project for students, staff, and families. Starting at 4:00 PM, 
participants will create “hygiene bags,” with donated basic hygiene products including shampoo, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, and soap. The center will also accept donations of feminine 
hygiene products and socks. The students will each get a bag to take home, and the remainder of 
the assembled bags will be donated to the community “free fridge” at the South Branch Library. 
  
Lakewood, Ohio: Kelly Arnold, Horizon Education Centers, 217-617-3655, 
karnold@horizonohio.org  
From 3:30 to 5:00 PM on October 23, Horizon Education Centers at Emerson Elementary will 
host a fall festival and Halloween event for Lights On Afterschool. Students will gather in the 
school’s gym for a variety of fall-themed activities including decorating their own trick-or-treat 
bags, collecting candy, fall crafts, a raffle, and a student-led science experiment showcase. 
 
North Olmsted, Ohio: Allyson Spay, Horizon Education Centers, 440-823-0174, 
aspay@horizonohio.org  
Horizon Education Centers will host a glow-in-the-dark party at its North Olmsted center on 
October 29 to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. From 4:00 to 5:30 PM, students and family 
members will gather in the gym for the party, STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
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math) games, and a showcase of student artwork. The festivities will conclude with a trunk-or-
treat outside. 
 
Toledo, Ohio: Afterschool Ambassador Debbie Frison, YMCA of Greater Toledo, 419-720-
3973, dfrison@ymcatoledo.org  
On October 23, the YMCA of Greater Toledo is hosting a Lights On Afterschool celebration 
from 4:00 to 6:00 PM at Woodward High School, bringing together students from the high 
school’s 21st Century Community Learning Center program, as well as Riverside Elementary 
School’s 21st Century Community Learning Center program and Grace Community Center’s 
afterschool program. The afternoon will be filled with fun activities including a bounce house, 
miniature golf, 360 photographer, a DJ and many other stations where students can be creative.  
 
Oklahoma 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma: Beth Beard, Boys & Girls Clubs of Bartlesville, 918-336-3636, 
bbeard@bgcbville.org 
The Boys & Girls Club of Bartlesville will host tabling events at its Dewey and Bartlesville sites 
on October 23 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. As many as 250 people 
are expected to attend each event. Children will be invited to play games as parents learn about 
the resources offered by several community organizations including the Bartlesville Public 
Library, the fire and police departments, local ministries, the Boy Scouts, and Cherokee Nation. 
The evening will also include drawings for prizes including tablets and bikes.  
 
Idabel, Oklahoma: Carrie Fletcher, Idabel Public Schools, 580-286-5346, 
cfletcher@idabelps.org  
On October 22, Idabel Public Schools will hold a community-wide resource fair at the Carl 
Sherman Plaza in historic downtown Idabel for Lights On Afterschool. From 5:00 to 7:00 PM, as 
many as 200 guests, including local elected officials, are invited to watch student choir and cheer 
performances, view art, play games, and learn about the valuable services offered by a variety of 
community organizations.  
 
Lawton, Oklahoma: Sheila Klosterman, Lawton Public Schools, 580-355-5230, 
sheila.klosterman@lawtonps.org 
Lawton Public Schools will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with a literacy fair and read-aloud 
event. On October 29, from 3:05 to 5:05 PM, over 100 kids, parents, and community members 
will gather in the library at MacArthur High School for children’s book readings and literacy 
activities. Therapy dogs will be present onsite for guests to meet and interact with. 
 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma: Harold Lee, Jr., Kidvation Global, 405-475-1004, 
harold@kidvationglobal.com  
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Kidvation at Millwood Elementary Learning Academy is proud to present a fall carnival for 
students and families at its program location on October 23 for Lights On Afterschool. From 6:00 
to 8:00 PM, guests can enjoy games and inflatables, math activities, and concessions in the 
MELA cafeteria. Admission to the carnival is free.  
 
Tulsa, Oklahoma: The Common Good Tulsa, Katlyn Stay, 918-605-8562, 
kastay94@gmail.com  
The Common Good Tulsa will hold a carnival at its Northwest Tulsa hub on October 23 to 
celebrate Lights On Afterschool. A variety of carnival games will be set up in each classroom 
and guests are invited to enjoy funnel cake as they explore. The event will last from 4:00 to 5:00 
PM and as many as 200 guests are expected to attend.  
 
Oregon 
Portland, Oregon: Cynthia Guajardo, Garden Home Recreation Center, 503-629-6341, 
c.guajardo@thprd.org  
On October 22 from 4:00 to 5:50 PM, the Garden Home Recreation Center will host two Lights 
On Afterschool open houses, one at the rec center and another at Chehalem Elementary School. 
Guests will tour the two sites and observe the many art and STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math) projects students are currently working on. There will be energy-exerting 
games for students to enjoy.  
 
Terrebonne, Oregon: Melinda Jennings, Terrebonne Elementary’s Champions Before and After 
School program, myvonnelewis19812@gmail.com 
For Lights On Afterschool, Champions Before and After School program will host its first family 
engagement night of the school year on October 23 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM at Terrebonne 
Elementary. Students and their families will complete word searches together, create crafts, 
make spooky slime, and more. The students have painted a giant light bulb for the event.  
 
Pennsylvania 
Allentown, Pennsylvania: Natasha Moore, Boys & Girls Club of Allentown, 610-432-9323, 
nmoore@bgcallentown.org  
The Boys & Girls Club of Allentown will celebrate Lights On Afterschool at its 6th Street 
clubhouse on October 31. From 4:00 to 6:00 PM as many as 70 Club members will enjoy a 
Halloween-themed celebration while lighting the Club’s hallway with lanterns, made by Club 
members in art class.  
 
Allentown, Pennsylvania: Ivelisse Dunham, Millersville University, 717-992-1282, 
idunham@millersville.edu  
The Summer Pennsylvania Migrant Education Program at Millersville University will hold a 
health and wellness rally to celebrate Lights On Afterschool on October 23 from 5:00 to 7:00 
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PM. More than 150 guests will gather in the Community Resource Center to hear from 
community partners such as the Allentown Health Bureau, local hospitals and affordable care 
programs. The event will also show off the work that migrant students have completed during the 
program’s summer camps and Saturday sessions. Partners from the American Chemical Society 
will attend to conduct STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) activities about the 
chemical properties of spices. Matthew Tuerk, the mayor of Allentown, will attend to read the 
Lights On Afterschool proclamation. 
 
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania: Christie Green, Better Tomorrows, 717-763-4579, 
christie.green@bettertomorrows.org  
On October 23, from 4:00 to 6:00 PM, the Better Tomorrows afterschool enrichment program at 
the Orchard Apartments will host a health and wellness event in celebration of Lights On 
Afterschool. Students and parents will get to learn from a professional chef as they prepare a 
“light” snack that they can enjoy after school.  
 
Glenshaw, Pennsylvania: Kara Viggiano, Boys & Girls Clubs of Western Pennsylvania, 412-
782-5710, kviggiano@bgcwpa.org  
The Boys & Girls Club of Western Pennsylvania will hold an art show at its Scott Primary 
Clubhouse on October 22 for Lights On Afterschool. Club members will complete a scavenger 
hunt during the regular program time and will welcome their parents and other family members 
starting at 5:00 PM. Guests will then view student artwork and participate in a Halloween-
themed family painting activity. 
 
Hazleton, Pennsylvania: Rossanna Gabriel, Hazleton Integration Project, 570-578-3795, 
rossanna.gabriel@yahoo.com 
The Hazleton Integration Project will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with an open house event 
from 5:00 to 5:45 PM on October 23. Parents and community leaders are invited to learn what 
afterschool is all about as kids enjoy STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) 
activities and receive pumpkin stickers. As many as 30 families are expected.  
 
Malvern, Pennsylvania: Kaila Phipps, Upper Mainline YMCA, 484-349-2273, 
kphipps@ymcagbw.org  
On October 23, as many as 40 Y Day students will gather at the Upper Mainline YMCA for a 
day of activities for Lights On Afterschool. Kids will participate in arts and crafts, STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and math) activities, board and card games, and group sports 
such as kickball and flag football. The event will take place during normal program hours. 
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Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: Afterschool Ambassador Deanna Dugan, Propel Schools, 
ddugan@propelschools.org  
Propel Schools is celebrating Lights On Afterschool on October 23 with events taking place 
across nine Propel Afterschool sites throughout Allegheny County. Each school will host a 
family engagement open house, showcasing the creativity, leadership, and innovation of Propel 
scholars through a variety of hands-on learning experiences, including STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and math) projects, art showcases, interactive demonstrations, and 
performances that reflect the unique culture of each school community. Families, community 
partners, and local leaders are invited to join in the festivities to see firsthand how Propel’s 
afterschool programs continue to “keep the lights on” for learning, connection, and opportunity. 
Serving more than 600 scholars annually through the support of 21st Century Community 
Learning Center funding and local philanthropic partners, Propel’s dedicated staff and 
collaborators – including Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy, Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh, 
Community Kitchen Pittsburgh, YWCA Greater Pittsburgh, STEM Coding Lab, Inc., and Mad 
Science – make it possible to deliver high-quality, engaging afterschool and summer experiences 
that prepare scholars for the future. 
 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: Amy Berman, Lauri Ann West Community Center, 412-828-8566, 
aberman@lauriannwestcc.org  
On October 24, the Arts & Enrichment program at the Lauri Ann West Community Center will 
mark Lights On Afterschool with a free community open house at its location from 6:30 to 8:00 
PM. Activities include a Halloween-themed story time, crafts, a scavenger hunt, games, and a 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) activity. Photo booths will be available to 
capture memories from the evening. As many as 60 family and community members are 
expected to attend. 
 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: Nelson Cooper, Pittsburgh Hardball Academy Training and 
Education Center, 206-380-2044, nelson.cooper@pittsburghhardball.org  
The Pittsburgh Hardball Academy will host a free afterschool HitTrax training session to 
celebrate Lights On Afterschool on October 21 at its facility inside the Shadyside Boys & Girls 
Club. The event will take place from 3:00 to 8:00 PM. Baseball and softball student athletes are 
invited to drop in at any time during the event to train on HitTrax, a program that measures 
hitting metrics, receive feedback, and take home data reports to inform its future training. 
Information about After School and FOCUS academic enrichment programs will also be 
available for students and families. 
 
Wallingford, Pennsylvania: Sharon Snow, Holy Trinity Weekday Schools, 610-876-1721, 
directorcrossroads@gmail.com 
Crossroads at Holy Trinity Weekday Schools held a Family Game Night on October 9th to mark 
Lights On Afterschool. From 6:30 to 8:00 PM, students and their families connected and built 
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community over games and pizza. Parents also received fact sheets with information about the 
importance of afterschool programming and students were given light bulb coloring sheets, 
which, once completed, were delivered to Congresswoman Mary Gay Scanlon. 
 
Rhode Island 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island: Michael Dunican, Rhode Island Afterschool Network, 
michaeld@riafterschool.org  
On October 23, the Rhode Island Afterschool Network will host its Lights On Afterschool 
Conference: “Lighting the Way, One Story at a Time” at the Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket. 
The free conference is from 8:30 AM to 1:30 PM and offers a fun-filled day of learning, 
engaging workshops, and networking. Participants will share stories, exchange ideas, and 
celebrate the people and programs that strengthen youth, families, and communities across the 
state. Guest speakers include Rhode Island Senator Tiara Mack, Rhode Island Representative 
Mary Ann Shallcross Smith, and BGC of Pawtucket CEO Jim Hoyt. Registration is required.  
 
South Carolina 
Charleston, South Carolina: Afterschool Ambassador Lauren Herterich, Kids On Point, 843-
709-7798, Lauren@kidsonpoint.org  
Kids On Point celebrated Lights On Afterschool with a silent disco afterschool celebration on 
October 9. The event brought together students, families, and community partners to highlight 
the importance of quality afterschool and summer programs. The evening served as a fun and 
meaningful reminder of how afterschool programs keep students safe, supported, and inspired 
while building confidence, connection, and community. In addition to the live celebration, Kids 
On Point will share its impact through a Lowcountry Live segment on October 20, and 
promotions throughout the month in The Post and Courier, highlighting the importance of 
afterschool programs in supporting youth. 

Columbia, South Carolina: Afterschool Ambassador Julius Scott, School District Five of 
Lexington & Richland Counties, 803-609-9542, jscott@lexrich5.org and Zelda Quiller Waymer, 
South Carolina Afterschool Alliance, zeldawaymer@scafterschool.com  
On October 2, the South Carolina Afterschool Alliance (SCAA) welcomed approximately 2,000 
students, families, and afterschool programs to Segra Park for the third annual South Carolina 
STEM Extravaganza in celebration of Lights On Afterschool. Students took part in hands-on 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) activities, live demonstrations and 
interactive exhibits. Demonstrations included robotics, rocket launches, coding activities and 
student-led projects. South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster will issue a proclamation for 
Lights On Afterschool day.   
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Columbia, South Carolina: Zelda Quiller Waymer, South Carolina Afterschool Alliance, 803-
254-5454, zeldawaymer@scafterschool.com  
Celebrate Lights On Afterschool with Dawn Staley, head coach of women’s basketball at the 
University of South Carolina, and the South Carolina Afterschool Alliance. On October 24, the 
USC women’s basketball team will play a pre-season exhibition game at Colonial Life Arena. A 
section of seats will be reserved for afterschool students, parents, exhibitors, and volunteers. 
Doors open at 6:00 PM and the game starts at 7:00 PM. Coach Staley will greet students after the 
game. Registration is required to attend the event.  
 
Greenville, South Carolina: Sonya Pearson, Pleasant Valley Connection, 864-236-0151, 
sonya@pleasantvalleyconnection.org  
Pleasant Valley Connection will host a fall festival at its community center on October 23 for 
Lights On Afterschool. As many as 150 people are expected to attend the event, which will 
feature a music performance by afterschool students, a bounce house, a petting zoo, face 
painting, food trucks, and STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) stations. 
Community resource tables will be set up at the event to inform guests about local services, and 
guests are invited to bring clothes and shoes to donate. The festival will last from 5:30 to 8:30 
PM.  
 
Greenwood, South Carolina: Sabrina Miller, Boys & Girls Clubs of the Lakelands Region, 
smiller@lakelands.begreat.club  
On October 23 from 4:00 to 7:00 PM, the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Lakeland Region will host 
an open house event and site tour for students, parents, and community leaders at its North 
University Street location to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. The event is sponsored by Enviva 
and will also feature giveaways, food, games, and a trunk-or-treat. 
 
Spartanburg, South Carolina: Bailey Babb, Spartanburg Academic Movement, 864-435-7531, 
bbabb@learnwithsam.org 
The Spartanburg Academic Movement invited afterschool students and their parents to an open 
house at its program location on October 20 in celebration of Lights On Afterschool. Starting at 
5:30 PM, students showed parents the programming space and gave them an inside look at the 
activities their kids do after school. The event concluded with a family dinner and a glow dance 
party.   
  
South Dakota 
Rapid City, South Dakota: Afterschool Ambassador Malachi Nelson, 21st Century Community 
& Family Services South Middle Club Hub, 605-206-1148, mnelson@bhssc.org 
For Lights On Afterschool, the 21st Century Community & Family Services South Middle Club 
Hub is hosting a family night on October 27 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. There will be a movie and 
two family classes, one on communication and the other on technology and safety. Community 
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partners will be on hand, including Black Hills Special Services Cooperative, Black Hills Federal 
credit union, Compass, Feeding SD, Juniper Fine Dinning, Rapid City CNC, Shift Car Garage 
and Walmart. South Dakota native Sean Covel, the producer and director of Napoleon Dynamite, 
is scheduled to attend as well as a representative from Senator John Thune’s office.  
 
Rapid City, South Dakota: Shannon Koftinow, Community & Family Services, 605-206-1917, 
SKoftinow@bhssc.org 
Community & Family Services is hosting a Lights On Afterschool open house on October 28 
from 4:00 to 6:00 PM, welcoming the community to see the incredible things happening at Rapid 
Valley Elementary Discovery afterschool program. Guests will participate in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and math) activities including a math scavenger hunt, a paper airplane 
mapping challenge, marshmallow towers, and more. More than 150 guests are expected to 
attend. 
 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota: Kyle Hoffman, Boys & Girls Clubs of the Sioux Empire, 605-359-
2794, khoffman@bgcsiouxempire.org  
On October 23 from 3:30 to 5:00 PM, the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Sioux Empire will host 
Lights On Afterschool celebrations at each of its 16 locations. The activities and themes differ at 
each site, from fall festivals to dance parties, but the message is the same: afterschool programs 
keep students safe, inspire them to learn, and help working parents. 
 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota: Morgan Lawson, Terry Redlin Community Learning Center, 605-
759-8858, TerryRedlinCLC.SFSD@k12.sd.us  
Terry Redlin Community Learning Center will host a Lights On Afterschool open house on 
October 23 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. Guests will tour the program and then cheer on students 
during a flag football game. Staff and students provided on-camera testimonials about their 
positive experiences in the club and the video will be shown during the open house.  
 
Tennessee 
Dayton, Tennessee: Nicki Bentley, Boys & Girls Clubs of the Ocoee Region, 423-463-9912, 
nbentley@bgcocoee.org 
On October 23rd from 5:00 to 9:00 PM, the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Ocoee Region will 
celebrate Lights On Afterschool with a fall carnival at the Rhea County Historical Courthouse 
Lawn. Approximately 200 people are expected at the event, which is an extension of a county-
wide Halloween celebration taking place that weekend. The Carnival includes games and 
concessions run by students in the teen program.  
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Goodlettsville, Tennessee: Darrell Caldwell, Why We Can’t Wait, Inc., 615-810-6630, 
dcaldwl@comcast.net  
Why We Can’t Wait will mark Lights On Afterschool with a festival and rally on October 23. 
The event will encourage students and families to use their voices and promote civic 
engagement, a major goal of their afterschool program. From 4:30 to 6:00 PM, over 100 guests 
will gather at the Cleveland Street Baptist Church for a rally featuring spoken word poetry, 
performances from the AfricanNashville dancers and drummers, and a speech from Tennessee 
Senator Charlane Oliver. 
 
Knoxville, Tennessee: Afterschool Ambassador Sindy Dawkins-Schade and Aubrey Bernitt, 
SHADES of Development, 865-371-5373, ab@shadesofdevelopment.org 
SHADES of Development is proud to host its annual Lights On Afterschool event at Adrian 
Burnett Elementary School. On October 27 from 4:30 to 5:30, the school gym and cafeteria will 
be transformed into a fall festival with face painting, snacks, games, competitions, and pumpkin 
painting.  
 
Knoxville, Tennessee: Afterschool Ambassador Sindy Dawkins-Schade and Logan Warkentin, 
SHADES of Development, 865-312-4564, logan.warkentin@shadesofdevelopment.org  
From 5:00 to 6:00 PM on October 23, Fort Sanders SHADES will celebrate Lights On 
Afterschool with a Stormy STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) event. Families 
will gather at the Fort Sanders Developmental Center to enjoy a STEM-themed festival with 
activities such as a wind tunnel, cloud dough, and “Tornado in a Bottle,” as well as a 
performance from the program’s students. 
 
Nashville, Tennessee: Cindy Stockdale, Metro Nashville Public Schools, 615-262-6697, 
cynthia.stockdale@mnps.org  
Inglewood Elementary proudly presents “Inglewood LIVE!,” an interactive event for Lights On 
Afterschool. On October 23, from 4:00 to 5:00 PM, over 100 students and parents will gather at 
Inglewood Elementary for a music showcase from 4th and 5th grade students, followed by group 
activities like dance and karaoke. This event will give families an opportunity to explore and 
learn about music, a major industry in their city, while showing support for afterschool 
programming.  
 
Nashville, Tennessee: April King, United Way of Greater Nashville, 615-780-2529, 
april.king@unitedwaygn.org  
The United Way of Greater Nashville will spread awareness about Lights On Afterschool and the 
importance of afterschool programming to the 500 students enrolled in Raise Your Hand 
Tutoring on October 23. During the celebration from 3:15 to 4:15 PM, students participating 
across five school districts will receive a bookmark with a special message about Lights On 
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Afterschool and why it matters. Students will be able to decorate their bookmarks, and photos of 
finished bookmarks will be shared to spread the message to the community. 
 
Tellico Plains, Tennessee: Chasity Hutchison, Rural Vale Boys & Girls Club, 423-520-3350, 
chutchison@bgcocoee.org  
Torch Club at Rural Vale School will celebrate Lights On Afterschool by holding a haunted 
house. The students are excited to show off their creativity and celebrate the leadership skills and 
community relationships they have built while at their program. The haunted house will be a part 
of Rural Vale’s annual carnival on the school’s campus on October 23 from 5:00 to 7:30 PM. 
 
Texas 
Atlanta, Texas: Shelly Waldon, Atlanta Independent School District, 903-796-4194, 
swaldon@atlisd.net  
Atlanta ISD is proud to present “Glow Up! Afterschool Learning Family Style,” an event in 
celebration of Lights On Afterschool. On October 20th at 5:00 PM, as many as 100 kids and 
family members will gather in the Atlanta Primary School parking lot for glow-themed games 
and activities hosted by community stakeholders including the local fire department, energy 
companies, and representatives from WIC.   
 
El Paso, Texas: Pablo Navarro, Project VIDA, 915-465-1191, navpaulo1978@gmail.com 
On October 3, as many as 300 guests attended a Lights On Afterschool fall festival at Project 
VIDA from 4:00 to 7:00 PM The festival, which was free to attend, included food, games, music, 
and a costume contest with prizes. Over 15 local organizations hosted tables at the event, where 
they provided children’s books, school supplies, and other resources.  
 
Fort Worth, Texas: Melanie Marshall, Camp Fire First Texas, 817-831-2111, 
melanie@campfirefw.org  
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, Camp Fire will host events at each of its nine elementary 
school program locations from 4:00 to 6:00 PM on October 23. Each location will offer hands-on 
activities such as craft stations, art galleries, slime-making, games, and dancing for students and 
parents to enjoy together. Over 100 guests are expected at each event. 
 
Houston, Texas: Coty Wright, Aft3r, 713-269-5936, cotywright@after3asp.com  
On October 23 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM, the Aft3r program at Rummel Creek Elementary will 
celebrate Lights On Afterschool with an open house event at its campus. Guests will participate 
in activities such as interactive STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) stations, arts 
and crafts, and a reading corner. Light refreshments will be served. 
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Houston, Texas: Nora Tejada, Southeast Texas Afterschool Association, 832-701-7982, 
nora.tejada@hcde-texas.org  
The Southeast Texas Afterschool Association is excited to announce its 2025 Lights On 
Afterschool Social Media Challenge, a chance for programs across the Houston area to come 
together to highlight the importance of Out of School Time programs, and showcase their own 
contributions to their communities. Participating programs are invited to create and share a 30-
second video highlighting their program and what it means to their community, with the hashtag 
#KeepingAfterschoolAlive. Videos will earn points based on content, with the opportunity to 
earn bonus points by featuring an official Lights On Afterschool poster in the background. 
Winners will earn a prize at the end of the challenge. 
 
McKinney, Texas: Jazzmine Burns, Boys & Girls Clubs of Collin County, 972-302-2439, 
jburns@bgccc.org  
On October 23, Boys & Girls Clubs of Collin County will host an open house and STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and math) exhibition at its McKinney Branch location from 
4:45 PM to 6:45 PM to mark Lights On Afterschool. Students will show off the skills they’ve 
developed in their program with a coding activity demonstration. Guests can then enjoy games 
and refreshments. Over 100 guests, including the Mayor of McKinney, Texas, are expected to 
attend. 
 
Mount Pleasant, Texas: Nikki Thomas, Ignite Youth Club, 903-717-8626, 
igniteyouthclubmp@gmail.com  
Ignite Youth Club will host a community night at its program location on October 23 from 7:00 
to 8:30 PM. The event will celebrate Lights On Afterschool with a variety of glow-in-the-dark 
activities, a bounce house, music from a DJ, and free food. As many as 150 guests are expected 
to attend. 
 
Smithville, Texas: Rae Perez, Smithville Independent School District, 512-237-5623, 
dperez@smithvilleisd.org  
Smithville ISD's ACE Program will host its 3rd annual trunk-or-treat for Lights On Afterschool. 
The event will also have games, music, face painting, snow cones and more. The Smithville 
Volunteer Fire Department, Smithville Police Department and other local law enforcement will 
host games. Community organizations will hand out candy as well as information on the 
resources they provide to the community, and the Smithville Public Library will provide free 
books to guests. The event will take place on October 25 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM and as many as 
150 guests will be in attendance. 
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Waxahachie, Texas: Dr. Jaime Jones McCoy, The Salvation Army, 214-946-6548, 
Jaime.JonesMccoy@uss.salvationarmy.org  
The Salvation Army Red Shield Youth Center will hold a fall festival at its Farley Street location 
on October 24 to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. From 6:00 to 9:00 PM, over 100 children, 
family members, and community leaders will enjoy carnival games, face painting, a bounce 
house, a pumpkin patch, and other Fall-themed activities. Children will also be able to participate 
in a Trunk-or-Treat, sponsored by local organizations.  
 
Wimberley, Texas: Bethany Trentel, Katherine Anne Porter School, 512-648-3180, 
btrentel@kapschool.org 
The ACE program at the Katherine Anne Porter School held an Arts Carnival to celebrate Lights 
On Afterschool on October 11. From 3:00 to 6:00 PM, guests gathered at the school for an 
afternoon of crafts including painting, henna tattoos, book-folding, and cotton candy art. Mayor 
Jim Chiles attended the event and delivered a brief address. The event showcased the importance 
of afterschool enrichment while reflecting the artistic spirit of the Katherine Anne Porter School 
and the town of Wimberley. 
 
Utah 
Midvale, Utah: Dyana DelRio, Midvale Boys & Girls Club, 801-696-4957, 
dy.delrio92@gmail.com  
The Midvale Boys & Girls Club is proud to present “Cans of Chaos,” a haunted house event in 
celebration of Lights On Afterschool. For an admission fee of one canned food item, guests can 
experience the creativity and acting skills of the Club’s Torch Club and Keystone teen group, 
who have designed every scare, decorated every hallway, and worked to bring the “castle” to 
life. All cans collected will be donated to a local food pantry to help support families in need this 
season. The event will take place at the program site on October 25 from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. 
 
Provo, Utah: Jessica Harris, Boys & Girls Club of Utah County, 801-717-6214, 
jessica.harris@bgcutah.org 
The Boys & Girls Club of Utah County will hold a student showcase and open house to mark 
Lights On Afterschool. At 5:30 on October 30, as many as 70 parents and community members 
will gather at Dixon Middle School, the temporary clubhouse, to watch a performance from the 
Treble Makers, the Club’s singing group. Parent volunteers have also planned a Dia de los 
Muertos celebration, which will be a chance for guests to learn about Mexican culture and honor 
their deceased loved ones.  
 
Salt Lake City, Utah: Grace Fisher, Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Salt Lake, 801-484-0841, 
gfisher@gslclubs.org  
In celebration of Lights On Afterschool, the Sugar House Boys & Girls Club will host a night of 
Halloween fun at its Club on October 30. Teen Club members will get to show off their 
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creativity by decorating shuttles for a “spooky van walk-through.” Kids will then get to play 
games and do activities set up by Club staff. Snacks and drinks will be available thanks to money 
raised by the youth leadership group. Over 100 guests are expected to attend.  
 
South Salt Lake City, Utah: Grace Hagen, Promise South Salt Lake, 801-828-7245, 
ghagen@sslc.gov  
On October 23, the Promise Hser Ner Moo afterschool program will partner with the Promise 
Central Park afterschool program to host a trunk-or-treat event at Central Park Community 
Center to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. Promise Hser Ner Moo will host its own trunk that is 
designed completely by the program’s students. They will learn about budgeting, creating a 
shopping list, creating lesson plans, and implementing them with their peers to create pieces of 
the trunk. The event will take place from 5:30 to 6:30 PM. 
 
Salt Lake City, Utah: Tony Ortiz, Salt Lake City School District, 801-864-5762, 
antonio.ortiz@slcschools.org  
The After School Program at Edison Elementary will host an indoor Lights On Afterschool 
family night at 4:00 PM on October 24. Students can rotate between different craft tables 
including cookie decorating, button-making, coaster-making and more. Parents are encouraged 
to join and light refreshments will be served. 
 
Vermont 
Rutland, Vermont: Liz Burnham, Rutland City Public Schools, 802-779-7405, 
liz.burnham@rcpsvt.org  
Tapestry at Rutland City Public Schools will host a trunk-or-treat event celebrating Lights On 
Afterschool on October 23 from 3:30 to 5:30 PM at the Northeast Tapestry location. Children 
and family members are invited to attend. Community partners including Wonderfeet Children’s 
museum, the Rutland Free Library, Tuff Riders 4H Group, RHS KEY Club, Stewart Shops, and 
more will decorate trunks and bring activities for students to celebrate the contribution Tapestry 
makes to kids and the community. As many as 200 guests are expected to attend. 
 
Vergennes, Vermont: Kristin DeGraaf, Addison Northwest School District, 802 458-5751, 
kdegraaf@anwsd.org  
On November 5 at 6:00 PM, Vergennes Union Elementary School will celebrate Lights On 
Afterschool by welcoming students and their family members to the school’s campus for a fun 
night of glow-in-the-dark activities including a family dance. Over 100 guests are expected to 
attend.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:ghagen@sslc.gov
mailto:antonio.ortiz@slcschools.org
mailto:liz.burnham@rcpsvt.org
mailto:kdegraaf@anwsd.org


Virginia 
Alexandria, Virginia: Babak Pirouz, Chrysalis Development Group, 202-763-5069, 
bpirouz@chrysalisdg.org  
To mark Lights On Afterschool, Chrysalis Development Group hosted its 10th annual Spooky 
Mad Science Expo at Patrick Henry Recreation Center on October 18. The day began at 2:00 PM 
with a STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math)-themed costume parade, with 
families dressed as eco-creatures, space explorers, mad inventors, and more. The loop winded 
through the neighborhood with music, movement, and special appearances by Star War volunteer 
squads with the support of Alexandria Sheriff’s Department. From 3:00 to 6:00 PM, the Expo 
opened with over 100 interactive tables offering hands-on experiments, demonstrations, and 
activities led by national and local organizations, teen teams, universities, and community 
partners. The evening concluded with a runway-style costume contest. In addition, the George 
Washington Masonic National Memorial will be lit in blue and yellow on October 23 in 
celebration of Lights On Afterschool.  

Clintwood, Virginia: Porchia Fletcher, Ridgeview Middle School, 276-345-2991, 
pfletcher@dcps.k12.va.us 
On October 23, Ridgeview Middle School is hosting Lights On Afterschool! Carve a Brighter 
Future, an informative community event for Ridgeview Middle and High School students and 
their families from 6:00 to 8:15 PM at Ridgeview Middle School. Guests will explore booths 
from local community partners, including Virginia Career Works, ASAC, Pine Mountain Music, 
Health Wagon, Kinship Navigator, and Dickenson County Department of Social Services. 
Narcan training will be available from a certified instructor. Student artwork will be showcased 
throughout the event and culinary arts students will provide homemade treats. Participants are 
encouraged to take the “Great Pumpkin Promise Pledge” to commit to staying vape and tobacco-
free. As many as 100 guests are expected to attend.  
 
Meadowview, Virginia: Jessica Buchanan, Communities In Schools of Appalachian Highlands, 
276-200-4063, jbuchanan@cisofah.org  
Meadowview After School Program (MAP) is hosting a Lights On Afterschool family night at 
Meadowview Elementary School on October 23 from 5:30 to 8:30 PM. After enjoying a BBQ 
dinner, each family will receive a copy of The Anxious Generation and MAP will lead a 
meaningful conversation about the book with parents, while students participate in an internet 
safety course. The event will provide device-free family fun such as basketball, board games, 
meal planning, art and crafts, and more! Special guests include Virginia Delegate Israel O'Quinn, 
Virginia Senator Todd Pillion, Superintendent Keith Perrigan, Principal Jennifer Puckett, and 
representatives from its community partners, Highlands Community Services and Emory & 
Henry University.  
 
 

mailto:bpirouz@chrysalisdg.org
mailto:pfletcher@dcps.k12.va.us
mailto:jbuchanan@cisofah.org


Richmond, Virginia: Ambassador Jeanine Turner, Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Richmond, 
804-519-2369, jturner@bgcmr.org and Annie Hedrick, Next Up RVA, ahedrick@nextuprva.org  
On October 18, more than 1,000 guests attended Lights On Afterschool Richmond at Liberation 
Center. The free community event was hosted by NextUp RVA, Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro 
Richmond and over 40 partners in the City of Richmond, in celebration of the power of 
afterschool programs. Guests enjoyed live performances, food, drinks, games, and activities 
while connecting with afterschool programs in their community.  
 
Roanoke, Virginia: Allie Thompson, Boys & Girls Clubs of Southwest Virginia, 540-798-4150, 
athompson@bgcswva.org 
For Lights On Afterschool, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Southwest Virginia is welcoming guests to 
a “Day in the Life of Boys & Girls Club” celebration at Burlington Elementary School on 
October 23 from 5:30 to 7:30 PM. The students planned the schedule of events, and will lead 
guests through all the activities that take place from check-in to check-out. Adults will get 
homework help, participate in STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) and art 
activities, and join in family fun in the gym.  
 
Round Hill, Virginia: Ana Vogt, Round Hill CASA, aiv870@yahoo.com 
Round Hill CASA is excited to host a special Lights On Afterschool open house event inspired 
by the Mexican tradition of Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead). The celebration includes 
paper plate skulls, origami owls, and cat can decorations craft activities, as well as board games. 
There will be student performances of “Un Poco Loco” (Coco) and the “Macarena” (Hotel 
Transylvania) and children are welcome to wear their costumes and enjoy traditional Spanish 
cookies.  
 
Washington  
Pullman, Washington: Ariel Griebling, Palouse Discovery Science Center, 5093326869, 
ariel@palousescience.org 
The Palouse Discovery Science Center is excited to welcome students and family members to 
“Glow Party: A Night of Light and Discovery” for Lights On Afterschool. From 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
on October 23, the Center will open its exhibits to guests while hosting several light-themed 
science activities including glow-slime and UV bracelets. 
 
Sequim, Washington: Tessa Jackson, Boys & Girls Clubs of the Olympic Peninsula, 360-683-
8095, tjackson@bgc-op.org  
On October 23, the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Olympic Peninsula will host an evening of fun, 
games, and connection for Club members and their families at its Carroll C. Kendall Unit 
clubhouse to celebrate Lights On Afterschool. Over 100 guests are expected at the event, which 
will showcase the safe, supportive environment that the Club provides for members while 
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demonstrating how the program helps members learn, grow, and thrive. The event will last from 
5:30 to 7:00 PM.  
 
Tacoma, Washington: Christina Jonsson, Boys & Girls Clubs of South Puget Sound, 253-502-
4650, jonssonc@bgcsps.org  
The Schatz Boys & Girls Club will hold an open house event for families and community 
members at its South 66th Street location on October 23 in celebration of Lights On Afterschool. 
Guests can tour the facility and get a glimpse at the fun and activities that happen during a day at 
the Club. Members will also make Lights On Afterschool-themed crafts. 
 
West Virginia 
Beckley, West Virginia: Holly Toney, Salvation Army, 304-253-9541, 
Holly.Toney@uss.salvationarmy.org  
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, the Salvation Army is hosting an open house on October 23 
from 6:00 to 7:30 PM at its location at 2871 Robert C Byrd Drive, Beckley. The community 
event includes laser tag, STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) activities, 
storytime in its Zen den, and much more. As many as 100 guests are attending.  
 
Glenville, West Virginia: Dawn Bailey, Heart and Hands Child Care Center, 304-462-4440, 
heartandhandsccc@gmail.com 
On October 23, the Heart and Hands Child Care Center will host a Lights On Afterschool open 
house and student showcase from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. Law enforcement, first responders, and city 
and state representatives will join families as they explore the facility and learn about the broad 
range of engaging activities students participate in each day. Guests will create healthy snacks, 
write down the keys to children’s success and create their own lanterns.  
 
Greenbrier County, West Virginia: Ann Smith, Greenbrier County Schools, 304-647-6470, 
anesmith@k12.wv.us  
For Lights On Afterschool, all seven Greenbrier County Elementary Schools 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers sites will host a Lego and Career Night celebration on October 23 
from 4:00 to 5:00 PM. At each site, guests will complete Lego kits to take home, many focusing 
on careers. Students will also complete career surveys and parents will share their experiences in 
different professions. The afterschool sites are located at Alderson Elementary School, Crichton 
Elementary, Frankford Elementary School, Lewisburg Elementary School, Ronceverte 
Elementary School, Smoot Elementary School and White Sulphur Elementary. 
 
Mineral Wells, West Virginia: Dasia Russell, Boys & Girls Club of Mineral Wells, 304-485-
6434 x311, dasiarussell@bgcparkersburg.org 
On October 23 from 5:00 to 6:00 PM, the Boys & Girls Club of Mineral Wells will host a Lights 
On Afterschool open house. The neon-themed event will celebrate the impact of afterschool 
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programs and showcase the amazing things Club members have been doing since the school year 
started. The celebration will include a video featuring several Club kids’ personal testimonies, a 
neon slime station that gives kids a fun introduction to STEM (science, technology, engineering 
and math), a bracelet-making station, canvas painting with bright neon paint, and a photo wall 
decorated with light bulbs, perfect for fun photo ops with light bulbs! 
 
Wisconsin 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin: Pam Sippel, Boys & Girls Club of Fond du Lac, 920-924-0530, 
psippel@bgcfdl.org 
To celebrate Lights On Afterschool, the YMCA and the Boys & Girls Club of Fond du Lac will 
partner to host a Halloween carnival at its W Second Street location on October 23. From 5:00 to 
7:00 PM, more than 200 guests will don costumes to walk through a haunted hallway, eat 
caramel apples and popcorn, play games, and trick-or-treat. Representatives from local 
organizations will share resources and information about their services. 
 
Madison, Wisconsin: Sydney Lawson, Madison Public Schools, 608-640-0119, 
salawson1@madison.k12.wi.us  
For Lights On Afterschool, students at La Follette High School held a fall festival for elementary 
and middle school students on October 20 from 5:00 to 6:45 PM in the parking lot and fields at 
Sennett Middle School. Clubs, classes, and sports teams from La Follette High School decorated 
car trunks for a trunk-or-treat, and passed out candy to guests. The event also featured the 
Madison Reading Project mobile library, balloon art, face painting, a bouncy house, shaved ice, 
and snacks. More than 200 students participated.  
 
Madison, Wisconsin: A’kia Croom-Ausler, Madison School and Community Recreation, 608-
228-6823, atcroomausler@madison.k12.wi.us 
Madison School and Community Recreation will hold a Lights On Afterschool celebration and 
open house from 4:30 to 6:30 on October 22 at the Meadowood Neighborhood Center. The event 
is open to the community and up to 70 guests will join the festivities, which will include a 
basketball tournament, a Zumba class, and a meal prepared by Kids Cafe and Kitchen Wizards 
Academy.  
 
Mellen, Wisconsin: Coreina Stricker, School District of Mellen, 715-274-3601, 
cstricker@mellendiggers.org  
The School District of Mellen will host a Lights On Afterschool Pumpkin Party on October 23. 
From 3:30 to 5:00 PM, students and family members will gather in the school cafeteria to paint 
and carve pumpkins together while enjoying snacks, including caramel apples, and celebrating 
the contributions that the afterschool programs make to students, families and the community. 
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Dawn Mendoza, Milwaukee Public Schools, 414-934-4711, 
mendozdm@milwaukee.k12.wi.us 
On October 23, Starms Early Childhood Center will throw a carnival at Frances Starms School in 
celebration of Lights On Afterschool. From 5:00 to 7:30, more than 100 families and 
representatives from local organizations will enjoy a glow-in-the-dark dance party, face painting 
and temporary tattoos, and fall-themed crafts. Carnival snacks including popcorn and cotton 
candy will be served. 
 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin: Arielle Janiak, Oshkosh Area School District, 920-203-7502, 
arielle.janiak@oshkosh.k12.wi.us  
Lighted School House, the extended-day program at Oaklawn Elementary School, will host a 
family night for Lights On Afterschool on October 21. Students welcome their families at 5:00 
PM with speeches about why they like coming to Lighted School House and a slideshow of 
photos from the program. Families then will experience the activities their children do at Lighted 
School House with a puppet show station, an LED robot activity, and puppet shows. 
Refreshments will be served.  
 
Rhinelander, Wisconsin: Afterschool Ambassador Abbie Cline, YMCA of the Northwoods, 
715-362-9622 x105, Acline@ymcanw.org  
On October 23, the YMCA of the Northwoods is hosting its Lights On Afterschool family fun 
night from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. Event highlights include face painting, an Italian soda and lemonade 
bar, a trail mix bar and a dodgeball tournament featuring special guest players. Aluminum can 
donations are also appreciated; contributions will help support the programs and sustainability 
efforts. Everyone is welcome to join in the fun to celebrate, connect, and shine a light on 
afterschool care. 
 
Wyoming  
Cody, Wyoming: Afterschool Ambassador Tiffany Wutzke, Youth Clubs of Park County, 307-
754-0202, Youthclubs.tiffanywutzke@gmail.com  
On October 22, Youth Clubs of Park County will host a Lights On Afterschool open house from 
4:00 to 6:00 PM at its afterschool site in Cody. Students will showcase the activities and projects 
they have worked on this fall and demonstrate what a typical day looks like. The program is 
partnering with CounterDrug, which will bring its Hidden in Plain Sight mobile trailer for 
parents, teachers and other adults to explore. The trailer educates parents about how to spot signs 
of possible substance use through an interactive escape room design and helps them have 
conversations with teens about substance abuse. Dinner will be provided. 
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Douglas, Wyoming: Whitney Tomlinson, Boys & Girls Club of Douglas, 307-358-4100, 
whitneyt@bgcdouglas.com 
To mark Lights On Afterschool, the Boys & Girls Club of Douglas will host a family 
engagement night to showcase the activities and skills that students learn in its program. From 
4:00 to 6:00 PM on October 23, up to 100 children and family members will gather in the 
program’s regular location for dinner and a “Space Celebration,” including themed activities 
such as launching rocket parachutes, mixing potions, and playing Black Hole Frisbee.  
 
Powell, Wyoming: Afterschool Ambassador Tiffany Wutzke, Youth Clubs of Park County, 307-
754-0202, Youthclubs.tiffanywutzke@gmail.com  
On October 23, Youth Clubs of Park County will host a Lights On Afterschool open house from 
4:00 to 6:00 PM at its afterschool site in Powell. Students will showcase the activities and 
projects they have worked on this fall and demonstrate what a typical day looks like. The 
program is partnering with CounterDrug who will bring their Hidden in Plain Sight mobile trailer 
for parents, teachers and other adults to explore. The trailer educates parents how to spot signs of 
possible substance use through an interactive escape room design and helps them have 
conversations with teens about substance abuse. Dinner will be provided. 
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