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Afterschool Program

Reaching Every child. Advancing Community. Creating Hope.

August 28, 2026

Matt Dunlap

Candidate for the United States Senate
Our Mission PO Box 505

Old T ., ME 04468
REACH Afterschool Program L
provides safe, engaging, and Dear Mr. Dunlap,

high-quality afterschool and

) T On behalf of the students, families, and staff of the REACH Afterschool Program at MSAD 54,
summer learning opportunities

- ; | would like to extend a personal invitation for you to join us for our annual Lights On Afterschool
that inspire students to reach Open House on Saturday, October 24, 2026, at Margaret Chase Smith Community School in
their full potential, support Skowhegan, Maine.

working families, and strengthen

i This year is especially meaningful as we celebrate eight years of keeping the lights on after school
our community.

for the children and families of our community. We would be honored to have you join us as we
showcase the opportunities made possible through federal investments in afterschool and
summer learning.

e 207-474-9822 The REACH Afterschool Program now serves more than 250 students year-round through

ext. 41038 comprehensive afterschool programming, academic enrichment, summer learning opportunities,
career and technical exploration camps, and licensed summer childcare. Our program has grown
into a sustainable, community-based model that supports working families while helping students

@ dfickett@msad54.org thrive academically, socially, and emotionally.

REACH is supported through a combination of funding sources, including the 21st Century
https://www.facebook.com/ Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) Grant and the Child Care and Development Block

Grant (CCDBG). These investments help make high-quality afterschool and childcare programming
REACHZ21stCCLC ; e i : . 23 : :

accessible to families while strengthening educational opportunities for children in our rural

community.

Maine's current congressional delegation has demonstrated its commitment to afterschool and
summer learning by participating in the bipartisan Congressional Afterschool Caucuses. As

LiEEI'IEEd someone seeﬁing to represent the peap[e of Maine at the federal level, we hope this visit provides
4-Star Rated an opportunity to see firsthand how federal investments are helping rural communities expand
Program learning opportunities, support working families, and create safe, engaging environments where

g young people can learn and thrive beyond the school day. Experiencing the REACH Afterschool
Maine Roads to Program in action offers a meaningful look at the impact these investments have on students,
Quality families, schools, and communities across our state.

During your visit, you will have the opportunity to:

21st Centu ¢ Meet the students, families, educators, and community partners who make REACH possible.
Cnmrnuni‘l:yry « Tour our licensed afterschool program and participate in hands-on activities led by students
Learning Canterg and community partners.
{21 st CGL’C} * Learn more about how REACH supports student learning, family engagement, and workforce
Program participation throughout the year.

_ « Celebrate eight years of providing high-quality afterschool and summer learning opportunities
Helping students learn, for MSAD 54 students.
grow, and succeed
beyond the school day. We hope you will be able to join us in celebrating the impact of afterschool programming and the
opportunities it creates for children and families throughout our community. Your visit would
provide an opportunity to see firsthand how these investments support student success, strengthen
families, and contribute to the vitality of rural Maine.

students and families we serve. We would be honored to welcome you to our Lights On Afterschool
!’ Open House on October 24 and share the work taking place in our schools and community.

' 5’ on' Please feel free to contact me with any questions or to RSVP. | can be reached at 207-474-9822
ext. 41038 or dfickett@msad54.org.

:j We hope to celebrate this special milestone with you.

7- W @ = . Thank you for taking the time to learn more about the REACH Afterschool Program and the

Sincerely,

Dawn Fickell

Dawn Fickett
Director of Afterschool and Summer Learming Programs
REACH Afterschool Program






