
Spring	2020 Summer	2020 Fall	2020 Spring	2021

Serving	youth	remotely

Providing	or	delivering	meals	or	other	resources

Connecting	families	with	community	resources

Care	for	children	of	essential	workers

Providing	a	safe,	supervised	learning	environment	during
virtual	school	days

	60%

	48%

	47%

	18%

	54%

	47%

	45%

	27%

	58%

	53%

	47%

	42%

	53%

	57%

	57%

	53%

	49%

	57%

Programs	are	also	continuing	to	step	up	to	provide	critical	supports	in	their	communities.

Adapting	to	the	school	and	work	schedules	created	by	the	pandemic,	afterschool	programs	operating	in	school	districts	that	have	all	online
instruction	or	a	mix	of	in-person	and	virtual	classes	are	extending	their	hours	of	operation.

LOOKING	TO	THE	FUTURE
..

Roughly	one	year	after	the	COVID-19	pandemic	began,	afterschool	programs	are	continuing	to	do	their	part	to	help	children,	families,	and	their
communities	push	through	these	difficult	times.	Providers	have	been	there	every	step	of	the	way,	responding	to	the	needs	of	families	by	transitioning	to
provide	virtual	services,	serving	as	meal	sites,	and	staying	open	for	children	of	essential	workers.	As	virtual	schooling	remains	in	place,	programs
continue	to	extend	their	hours	and	provide	necessary	services	and	supports	such	as	academic	help,	physical	activity	opportunities,	and	access	to
technology	and	healthy	meals.	For	the	first	time	since	the	beginning	of	the	pandemic,	program	providers	are	expressing	much	more	optimism	about	their
futures;	however,	the	pandemic	and	its	lasting	effects	are	far	from	over,	and	programs	are	still	concerned	and	express	worry	about	funding,	their
students,	and	other	challenges	in	the	future.

The	following	questions	and	responses	summarize	a	sample	of	findings	from	all	four	waves	of	the	Afterschool	in	the	Time	of	COVID-19	survey,	showing
where	we	are	today,	providers’	plans	for	the	summer,	and	how	programs’	situations,	concerns,	and	challenges	have	changed	or	shifted	over	the	last
year.	Wave	1	of	the	survey	was	conducted	from	May	28	to	June	30,	2020	with	914	program	providers;	Wave	2	was	conducted	from	July	20	to	August	31,
2020	with	1,047	program	providers;	Wave	3	was	conducted	from	September	28	to	October	27,	2020	with	1,445	program	providers;	and	Wave	4	was	co..

Time	to	interact	with	peers

Homework	help

Physical	activity

Opportunities	to	talk	about	their
emotions

Reading	or	writing	time

STEM	learning	opportunities

Access	to	technology

Take	home	and	virtual	activities

Home	visits	and/or	check	in	calls 32%

53%

75%

76%

77%

81%

82%

85%

86%

AFTERSCHOOL	PROGRAMS	PROVIDE	COMPEHENSIVE	SUPPORTS

This	spring,	afterschool	programs	are	providing	supports	that	youth	need	most	after	a	year	of	the	pandemic*:

	Serving	students	virtually		3%

	Not	sure/To	be	determined		8%

	Serving	students	both	in-person	and	virtually		25%

	Serving	students	in-person		64%

What	will	be	included*:

	Yes	58%

	Not	sure/Not	applicable	14%

	No	28%

Programs	in	conversations	regarding	supporting	learning	this	summer:	*

PROVIDERS	ARE	OPENING	THEIR	DOORS	THIS	SUMMER
This	summer,	a	majority	of	programs	will	be	offering	summer	programming,	and	most	plan	on	opening	their	doors	to	serve	youth	in	person.	

Moving	forward,	program	providers	report	being	involved	in	conversations	with	their	school	or	school	districts.

Spring	2020 Summer	2020 Fall	2020 Spring	2021

53%
52%

70%

47%

Programs	report	being	optimistic	about	their	futures:

Finding	staff	to	hire/	staffing
shortages

Long-term	funding	and	the
program’s	future

Whether	families	will	come
back	after	the	pandemic

55%

58%

51%

Program	providers	are	concerned	about:*

Learning	loss

Mental	and	emotional	health

Missing	social	connections

	83%

	78%

	81%

Afterschool	programs	are	concerned	about	their	students	on	issues	such	as:*

Open	longer	before	school
hours

Open	longer	during	school
hours

Open	longer	after	school
hours 29%

78%

26%

Afterschool	programs	that	are*:

Fall	2020 Spring	2021

30%28%

Programs	report	needing	to	raise	parent	fees	or	find	new	sources	of	revenue	in	2021	if	they	do	not	receive	additional	financial	support:

Yes	47%

Not	sure/Not	applicable	15%

No	38%

Programs	in	conversations	regarding	how	to	best	reopen	schools:*

1-5	Hours

6-10	Hours

11-20	Hours

21-30	Hours

31+	Hours

	13%

	15%

	20%

	22%

	21%

Additional	hours	per	week	afterschool	programs	are	open*

Spring
2020

Summer
2020

Fall	2020 Spring
2021

75%
68%

49%

19%

Physically	open

Yes	79%

Providers	that	are	offering	summer	programming*:

West West

South South

Midwest MidwestNortheast Northeast
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Reduced	enrollment	due	to	COVID-19

Hiring	enough	staff

Addressing	learning	loss

Responding	to	the	needs	of	families

The	school	year	being	extended	through	the	summer	months

Access	to	vaccinations	for	staff

Access	to	PPE	for	staff 7%

14%

19%

36%

42%

44%

52%

However,	with	the	pandemic	not	yet	behind	us,	programs	express	concerns	as	they	plan	for	the	summer.

Program	providers	that	are	offering	programming	or	still	unsure	are	concerned	this	summer	about*:

Completely	closed Open	in	some	capacity,	including
providing	virtual	programming

Spring
2020

Summer
2020

Fall
2020

Spring
2021

Spring
2020

Summer
2020

Fall
2020

Spring
2021

2%3%5%

26%

92%89%

79%
70%

Afterschool	program	providers	that	are:

STEPPING	UP	TO	SERVE	CHILDREN	AND	FAMILIES
More	afterschool	program	providers	are	opening	their	doors	to	students	and	families	as	the	pandemic	continues.

*-Data	from	Spring	2021

AN	ONGOING	LOOK	AT	AFTERSCHOOL	IN	THE	TIME	OF	COVID-19

Fall	2020
Summer	2020
Spring	2020
Spring	2021 1,235

914
1,047
1,445

Click	map	to	sort	by	region. #	of	respondents


