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Afterschool STEM Takes Off

Welcome

Data overview
Panel discussion
Q&A

Closing remarks

Lunch and conversations
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America After 3PM

America After 3PM is the nation’s most comprehensive look at how children spend
their time during the hours after school and during the summer. Conducted roughly

every five years, the 2025 study is the fifth edition of the survey. Previous studies
were conducted in 2004, 2009, 2014, and 2020.

STEM qguestions were included beginning in 2014, making this the third special report
on STEM in afterschool.

America After 3PM serves as a resource for policymakers, educators, parents, and
advocates on demand for afterschool and summer programs, barriers to program
participation, which students are missing out, and parents’ views on afterschool and
summer programs.

The America After 3PM special report, “Afterschool STEM Takes Off: Programs Offer More STEM Than Ever, But Too Many Young People Still Miss
Out” is based on research commissioned and funded by Overdeck Family Foundation.
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Methodology

America After 3PM 2025 is a large, national tracking survey of 30,515 U.S.
parents or guardians of a school-age child. At least 200 interviews were
completed in every state and the District of Columbia.

The survey was conducted using a mixed-mode methodology to reach as
many households as possible and offered in both English and Spanish. All
interviews were completed between January 31 and April 21, 2025.

An Advisory Committee composed of afterschool and summer researchers
and experts provided input on the design of the survey instrument.

@ Afterschool Alliance



‘- America
mm After 3PM

<STEM

Key Takeaways

G STEM in afterschool has become nearly universal
STEM in afterschool is not a monolith

e Rural families value STEM but face steep barriers to access
STEM priority grows as youth approach college and career

STEM can deliver on skills parents value most

@ Afterschool Alliance



STEM in afterschool has become
nearly universal, demonstrating the
field's capacity to take on and scale a
new priority when supported
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STEM is now widely offered in afterschool programs

ar
> %

92% of parents with a child in an afterschool program
report that they have STEM learning opportunities

+

Kids of all income levels in afterschool

up fl‘ om have the same level of access to STEM

69% in2014

@ Afterschool Alliance



Parents want STEM
opportunities for their children
when selecting programs

PARENTS PRIORITIZING STEM WHEN
SELECTING AN AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM o
HAS INCREASED /o

of all parents agree that
afterschool programs help
children gain interest and
skills in STEM

2014 2025
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Disparities for low-income children

A smaller percent of low-income families report their child participates in STEM at least
2-3 days per week

484 56 60

Low-income families Middle-income families High-income families
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Afterschool programs overall are still out of
reach for too many

More than
POTN 3nd

kids are missing out
Parents of

29.6 million kids

want afterschool programs

22.6 million kids

still don’'t have access @ |
Afterschool Alliance



STEM in afterschool is not a
monolith




Dramatic growth in availability of individual STEM
subjects, with computer science, technology, and
engineering nearly doubling in the past five years

Percentage of parents reporting their child's afterschool program offers STEM subjects:*

@ Science @ Computer Science Technology 87 @
Engineering Math 81
77
R ”“——’_,——’——J—‘
S| @ 62 _
O
&) /
39
30
2014 2020

2025
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*The 2014 and 2020 surveys asked about technology and engineering activities as a single combined answer option.
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But parents place top value on
science and math

¢ Parents rank science and math much
higher than computer science,
technology, and engineering when the
priority for STEM is disaggregated

¢ Science and math are the most widely
available subjects in programs and
also the ones parents are most
satisfied with

¢ This pattern holds across income
levels and races
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STEM and gender differences

Percentage of parents reporting they have a child in an afterschool STEM program:

@ Availability of STEM

@ STEM important as a selection criteria

Male

Female

@ Afterschool Alliance




‘- America
mm After 3PM

: . ere ~STEM
Notable gender gap in parent priorities for

computer science, technology, and engineering

Percentage of parents reporting STEM subjects as extremely or somewhat important in selection of
afterschool program based on child's gender:

CHILD'S GENDER @ Male Female
472 NN
63 63 63
I I | I | I | I_
Science Computer Science Technology Engineering Math
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Rural families value STEM but
face steep barriers to access

3
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Urban parents prioritize STEM more than =STEM

rural and suburban families

Percentage of parents reporting STEM as extremely or somewhat important in
afterschool program selection, by community type:

@ Rural @ Suburban @ Urban

82

79

Science Computer Science Technology Engineering Math

@ Afterschool Alliance



Rural parents report far fewer
STEM opportunities

Urban Rural

° N
88% 70% Computer science =R

@
' 86% ’ 66% Technology é

Available at %
. 67% 39% least 2-3x/week ;
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Distance increases disadvantage

Percentage of parents reporting they have a child in an afterschool program that offers STEM,
by community type:

Rural remote (30+ miles from metro area) @ Rural @ suburban © urban

Science Computer Science Technology

75
80
80
92

Engineering Math

67
73
77
88
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STEM priority grows as youth
approach college and career
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help children gain STEM interest and skills
rises as children get older

T7% 82+ 86

Parents of elementary schoolers Parents of middle schoolers Parents of high schoolers
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Parents of high schoolers value computer
science and technology more

GRADE OF CHILD IN AFTERSCHOOL . K-5 6-8 9-12

Percentage of parents reporting STEM is extremely or somewhat important in their child's
afterschool program selection

Science .
Computer Science ‘ | .
Technology .
Engineering .
Math | | | P
40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85
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As children approach college and career, parents also
prioritize applied, future-oriented learning
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Percentage of parents reporting the following factors as extremely or somewhat important in their selection of afterschool programs:

@ K5 6-8 @ 9-12

College or career exploration

64
81

Service learning/community service

63
74

77

Work-based learning experiences

63
75

Opportunities to develop skills like communication, teamwork,
critical thinking, leadership, and entrepreneurship

84
89
91
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Parents prioritize social and
5 durable skills development over
specific content areas

@ Afterschool Alliance
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Parents highly prioritize durable skills and =STEM

whole-child development

@ Extremely/somewhat important Extremely/somewhat satisfied
DURABLE SKILLS CONTENT-SPECIFIC SKILLS
Opportunities to interact with peers and build social skills College or career exploration

Opportunities to build confidence Music or arts

Opportunities to develop skills like communication, teamwork,
critical thinking, leadership, and entrepreneurship STEM

@ Afterschool Alliance



STEM in the summer
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Income is a stronger differentiator
for summer STEM camps than for
afterschool STEM

¢ Low-income families want summer STEM
more than high-income families

¢ 20% of high-income families with a child in a
summer program have a child ina STEM
camp compared to 11% of low-income
families
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Recommendations

Expand access with investments in underserved and rural areas

Ensure afterschool programs are included as partners in legislation
focused on education and training in STEM

Increase investment in STEM subjects that lag

Help programs connect STEM learning to skills parents value most,
including durable skills development

Incentivize stronger partnerships with STEM-rich institutions

@ Afterschool Alliance
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Panel Discussion

Emma Banay Hilary Lozar Cindy Martin Stephanie Rodriguez
Overdeck Family Boys & Girls Club of Newton's Thinkers, MD STEMM Opportunity
Foundation the Flathead Reservation Alliance @ AAAS

and Lake County, MT

@ Afterschool Alliance
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¢ As a courtesy, we are taking media
questions first

¢ Please share your name and organization

¢ For those on the livestream:

= Media use the Q&A function
= Guests use chat

National and state data at aa3pm.co @ Afterschool Alliance




Learn more

Visit aa3pm.co to access all resources

Data Dashboard Full Report Executive Summary
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