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Afterschool STEM Takes Off
Programs Offer More STEM Than Ever, But Too Many Young People Still Miss Out

ALMOST EVERY YOUNG PERSON IN AN AFTERSCHOOL 
PROGRAM TODAY IS ENGAGING WITH SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATH (STEM)

ACCESS TO COMPUTER SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND 
ENGINEERING OFFERINGS IN AFTERSCHOOL 
PROGRAMS HAS ALMOST DOUBLED

BUT RURAL PARENTS REPORT FAR FEWER 
STEM OPPORTUNITIES

AND ACCESS TO AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS 
IS STILL A CHALLENGE

92%  of parents with a child in an 

afterschool program report that they 

have STEM learning opportunities

Urban Rural

Parents of 29.6 million children want 
afterschool programs—but 22.6 million 
don’t have access.
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More than

kids are missing out 

up from

 in 201469%

Available at
least 2-3x/week

Technology

Computer science 

Kids of all income 
levels in afterschool 
have the same level 
of access to STEM

PARENTS WANT PROGRAMS FUNDED 

95% 
of parents with STEM learning opportunities for their 
children support public funding for afterschool 

PARENTS WANT AFTERSCHOOL STEM 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR THEIR KIDS

PRIORITY GROWS AS YOUTH PREPARE TO GRADUATE 
OR ENTER THE WORKFORCE

value STEM in their 
child’s program

65%
say afterschool helps children 
gain STEM interests and skills

parents of high schoolers prioritize STEM 
when selecting an afterschool program

77%

88% 70%

66%86%

67% 39%

Percentage of parents that report their child’s 
afterschool program offers the following activities
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*The 2014 and 2020 surveys asked about technology and engineering activities as a single combined answer option.
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Learn more and see recommendations 
for action at aa3pm.co 
About the Afterschool Alliance
The Afterschool Alliance is working to 
ensure that all children have access to 
affordable, quality afterschool programs. 
Learn more at afterschoolalliance.org

https://www.afterschoolalliance.org
https://www.aa3pm.co



