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The fifth edition of America After 3PM—a national household survey of parents that provides insights about children
and families between the hours of 3 and 6 p.m.—finds that both demand and support for afterschool programs are
high, especially among Hispanic families. Parents of 8.9 million Hispanic children want afterschool programs due
to the wide range of supports they offer to both children and families. However, only a fraction of Hispanic children
whose parents would enroll them if a program were available have access to one, with affordability, accessibility,
and availability of programs being major challenges that Hispanic families face.
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Demand for afterschool

programs among Hispanic

families is enormous

Parents of 8.9 million Hispanic children want afterschool
programs for their child. This includes the more than 1.9
million Hispanic children who are participating in programs
and the almost 7 million children who are not but who
would be if one were available to them. Of this overall
demand, nearly 4 in 5 Hispanic children (78%) whose
parents want them in a program are missing out, leaving
millions of children who would likely participate without
access to a program.

In addition to the high overall demand, unmet demand

among Hispanic children not participating in a program, but

whose parents want them to be, remains high and is rising.
Since 2004, unmet demand among Hispanic families has
increased, reaching a current all-time high of 60%. This is 5
percentage points higher than in 2020 and 16 percentage
points higher compared to 2004 (see Figure 1).

Figure 1. Unmet demand has reached a high for
Hispanic children

Percentage of children not in an afterschool program, but would
be enrolled if one were available:
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Behind the demand: Hispanic parents recognize
the benefits of afterschool, for children,
working families, and their communities

Nearly 9 in 10 (88%) Hispanic parents agree that all young
people deserve access to quality afterschool and summer
programs. This strong conviction may be driven in part
by the large majority of Hispanic families who recognize
the positive impacts of afterschool programs on children,
working parents, and their communities broadly. Similar
to parents overall, Hispanic households particularly value
the social benefits of afterschool program participation,
agreeing that programs allow young people to form
meaningful relationships with caring staff (76%), foster
positive relationships with other students (84%), and
develop social skills and the ability to make responsible
decisions (86%). Hispanic parents also recognize the role
afterschool programs play in promoting young people’s
health, well-being, and positive development, reporting
that programs support children’s mental health and
well-being (81%), allow opportunities for physical activity
(87%), reduce the likelihood that youth will engage in risky
behaviors (79%), and keep kids safe and out of trouble
(78%) (see Figure 2).

In addition to the social and developmental benefits,
Hispanic parents are more likely than parents overall

to acknowledge the positive school-related impacts

of afterschool program participation, such as helping
children become more excited about learning and
improving their school attendance (79% vs. 75%); develop
interests and skills in science, technology, engineering,
and math disciplines (80% vs. 77%); as well as help parents
build connections to their child’s school-day education
(72% vs. 66%).

Regarding benefits to parents, Hispanic households largely
agree that afterschool programs are a valuable resource to
working families, with approximately 5 in 6 agreeing that
afterschool programs provide working parents peace of
mind knowing that their children are safe and supervised
(83%) and help working parents keep their jobs (82%) (see
Figure 2). Hispanic parents with a child in an afterschool
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Figure 2. Hispanic parents agree that afterschool
programs support children and families

Percentage of Hispanic parents who agree that afterschool

programs provide the following benefits to children:
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program also report additional benefits, including boosting
their productivity at work (89%) and positively impacting
their overall well-being (92%) and stress level (86%).
Additionally, Hispanic parents with a child in an afterschool
program say that their child’s program allows them to
connect with other families in their community (80%);
build skills through classes and/or workshops designed for
families (73%); and access community resources, such as
dental clinics, financial planning, mental health services,
and food banks (62%), with agreement in these areas

slightly higher among Hispanic parents with lower incomes.

For example, 65% of Hispanic parents with lower incomes
say that their program allows them access to community
resources, compared to 61% of higher-income Hispanic
families and 59% of parents nationally.
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Agreement on the positive impact of programs, as well as
the intensity of agreement, is stronger among Hispanic
parents than parents overall in several areas. For instance,
50% of Hispanic parents report that they “completely agree”
that afterschool programs promote positive relationships
among students—4 percentage points higher than parents
overall. Likewise, Hispanic and Black parents are more
likely to completely agree on the academic benefits of
afterschool program participation. About half of Hispanic
and Black parents completely agree that afterschool
programs help young people gain interest and skills related
to science, technology, engineering, math, or computer
science, compared to approximately 2 in 5 White parents
and parents overall (see Figure 3).
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Figure 3. The intensity of agreement on the value of afterschool programs is strong among Hispanic families

Percentage of parents who completely agree that afterschool programs help children:
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Program affordability, accessibility,

and availability limit participation

for Hispanic families

Despite Hispanic parents’ recognition of the valuable role
afterschool programs can play in their children’s lives,
several barriers impact Hispanic parents’ ability to enroll
their children in a program, contributing to afterschool
participation among Hispanic children remaining at a similar
level to 2020 (see Figure 4). Nearly 6 in 10 Hispanic parents
report cost as a reason for not enrolling their children,
slightly higher than parents nationally (59% vs. 56%). While
program affordability is a barrier that impacts all parents,
issues related to accessibility and availability hold greater
bearing among Hispanic families. Hispanic parents are more
likely than families overall to report that their child lacks a
safe way to get to and from programs—9 percentage points
higher than parents nationally (58% vs. 49%). In addition,
inconvenient hours and locations, as well as lack of program
availability, are more likely to be significant barriers to
participation for Hispanic families (see Figure 5).

Figure 4. Afterschool participation declined for
the first time in 2020, and remains at a similar level
in 2025

Percentage of Hispanic children participating in an afterschool program:
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Figure 5. Barriers related to accessibility and availability
hold greater bearing among Hispanic families

Percentage of parents who report the following barriers to enrolling
their child in afterschool programs:

Percentage

@ Hispanic parents @ Parents overall
point difference
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They are not available in my community
a7 +5
4
There are no spaces available or the waiting list
was too long for the program that | would prefer
42 +7
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More than 2 in 5 Hispanic parents (42%) report that a lack
of available spaces or long waiting lists in the program
they preferred prevented them from enrolling their child.
Correspondingly, of parents with a child in an afterschool
program, Hispanic parents were most likely to have

been placed on a waitlist (29%), compared to 26% of
White families, 20% of Black families, and 24% of parents
nationally. Additionally, more than 6 in 10 Hispanic families
waited over a month, similar to parents overall (62% and
63%, respectively).

Although higher- and lower-income Hispanic parents that
do not have a child in an afterschool program are almost
equally as likely to indicate wanting to enroll their child

in a program if one were available to them (73% vs. 71%),
higher-income Hispanic parents are much more likely to be
able to do so, with 18% of Hispanic children from higher-
income families enrolled in a program, compared to only
10% of Hispanic children from lower-income households.
However, regardless of their economic situation, most
barriers to participation have slightly increased for
Hispanic households overall since 2020. For instance, the
percentage of Hispanic parents reporting that programs
are not available in their communities has grown by five
percentage points since 2020 (47% vs. 42%) (see Figure 6).
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Figure 6. Most barriers to afterschool program
participation continue to increase among
Hispanic families
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Hispanic parents with a child in an afterschool —

program say afterschool programs provide

a wide array of supports and activities, and
parents are highly satisfied with most aspects
of their child’s afterschool program

Similar to parents overall, safety of environment,
knowledgeable and caring staff, and support of their
child’s mental health and well-being are of top-tier
importance to Hispanic parents when selecting their child’s
afterschool program. Hispanic parents overwhelmingly
look to afterschool programs to help their children develop
relationships with other students (63%), build confidence

(62%), and acquire competencies such as social skills (62%),

as well as communication, teamwork, and critical thinking
skills (61%). Convenience of hours and location are also
important criteria that factor into program selection

(see Figure 7).

Overall, 96% of Hispanic parents are satisfied with their
child’s afterschool program, an all-time high. Nearly 6 in
10 are extremely satisfied (59%), and 85% rate the quality
as excellent or very good. Hispanic parents are pleased
with many of the individual aspects that influenced their
program choice, including safety, knowledgeable and
caring staff, supports for their child’s mental health and
well-being, and convenient hours (see Figure 8).

AFTERSCHOOL FOR HISPANIC FAMILIES
BY THE NUMBERS

1,929,087

Number of children participating

3.7 days

Average days per week

5.2 hours

Average hours per week

$122.00°

Average cost per week

*Among Hispanic parents that report paying for their child’s

afterschool program
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Figure 7. A combination of environmental, logistical,
social, and emotional criteria influence Hispanic
parents’ program selection

Percentage of Hispanic parents who report the following

criteria are extremely important in their afterschool
program selection:

Safety of environment 76%

Knowledgeable and caring staff 73%

Support of my child’s mental health and well-being 67%

Convenient hours 66%

Opportunities to develop positive relationships with 63%
other kids in the program °

Opportunities to build confidence 62%
Opportunities to interact with peers and build °

social skills 62%
Convenient location 61%

Opportunities to develop skills like communication,
teamwork, critical thinking, leadership, and 61%
entrepreneurship

Exciting my child about learning 58%

Opportunities to spend more time doing fun and
educational activities and less time on their phones 58%
and other screens

Opportunities to learn responsible decision making 57%
Variety of activities 56%
Opportunities to develop a sense of belonging 56%
Opportunities for reading or writing 53%
Physical activity 53%
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Figure 8. Hispanic parents are satisfied with their top priorities in their child's afterschool program

Percentage of Hispanic parents who report certain factors were "extremely important" in selecting a program and that they are
"satisfied" with that offering:
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Support for afterschool programs
remains high among Hispanic parents

Support for afterschool programs is high among Hispanic households, with 9 in 10 Hispanic parents
in favor of public funding for afterschool programs. Following the national trend, support for public
funding among Hispanic parents continues to grow, increasing from 87% in 2014, to 88% in 2020,
and currently at a peak of 90%. In addition, support is bipartisan, with an overwhelming majority of
Democrat, Republican, and Independent Hispanic parents favoring public funding for afterschool
programs (94%, 89%, and 89%, respectively).
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Conclusion

From supporting young people’s academic preparedness,
skill-building, and social and emotional health, to helping
working families manage jobs, productivity, and stress,
afterschool programs are integral to the well-being of
Hispanic children and families alike. When asked about
the potential impact of not having their child in an
afterschool program, Hispanic parents overwhelmingly
noted the detrimental effects it would have on their child’s
development and their ability to manage work schedules,
finances, and stress, with one Hispanic mother saying,
“My son would be bored and stay at home alone; he
would not have gained the friendships he has now,” and a
Hispanic father stating, “It could create additional stress
around finding alternative care or activities, potentially
affecting my ability to focus on work or manage other
responsibilities.” America After 3PM reveals that support
and demand for afterschool programs continue to climb
among Hispanic families. Still, despite this, millions of
Hispanic children and parents do not have adequate
access to programs.

Learn how public and private sector leaders can help make afterschool

available for every young person who wants to participate: aa3pm.co

About the Survey

America After 3PM is a national online survey of parents or guardians of school-
aged children, with supplemental interviews conducted by telephone. Data were
collected by Edge Research on behalf of the Afterschool Alliance. The fifth edition
of America After 3PM surveyed 30,515 U.S. parents or guardians with a school-
age child living in their household, including 4,781 Hispanic households, between
January 31 and April 21, 2025. The overall margin of error for the child- and
household-level data is +/- 1.42%. Projections for child-level data represent school-
age children in the United States, based on the U.S. Census Bureau’s October
2022 Current Population Survey.

America After 3PM 2025 is made possible through our partnership with the
New York Life Foundation.
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About the Afterschool Alliance

The Afterschool Alliance is working to ensure that all children have
access to affordable, quality afterschool programs. Learn more at
afterschoolalliance.org

afterschoolalliancedc

afterschool4all

afterschool4all @ afterschool-alliance
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