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Afterschool Alliance Leader Joins Education Secretary
In Praising Afterschool Programs’ Impact on Literacy

Jodi Grant, Secretary Spellings Tour Afterschool Program
In Queens with Middle East and North Africa Ministers
New York, NY --- Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Jodi Grant joined Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings and members of an international delegation on a tour of a Queens afterschool program on September 19.  As part of the White House Conference on Global Literacy, Spellings led a tour of the Sunnyside Community Services’ afterschool program for government ministers from Tunisia, Bahrain, Morocco and Jordan.
Grant praised afterschool programs in the United States.  “Afterschool programs provide a vital service to our communities and families,” she said, “by giving children experiences and opportunities, often not available during the school day, that build their social and academic skills and help them succeed in life.”
The Sunnyside program receives a federal 21st Century Community Learning Centers grant (via the New York State Department of Education) to serve 750 children in its five afterschool sites (four elementary schools and Sunnyside’s community center).  The grant supplements major funding from New York City’s Department of Youth and Community Development and The After School Corporation (TASC).  The delegation visited Sunnyside’s program at P.S. 150, which serves 200 K-6 children each weekday.
Sitting with the ministers and afterschool leaders in P.S. 150’s library, Secretary Spellings said, “I am a strong believer that, in education, we will not be successful at leaving no child behind unless we get extra help and extra attention to the students who need it most.”

“These programs exist because of the support and vision of our government,” Grant added.  “Federal dollars help leverage public and private support, creating partnerships that sustain afterschool programs.  We need to continue building these partnerships so that afterschool programs are available to the more than 14 million kids who today are unsupervised after the school day ends.  I look forward to working with Secretary Spellings and others to give all our children access to quality afterschool programs like this one.”  The No Child Left Behind Act calls for $2.25 billion for the federal 21st Century Community Learning Centers initiative in this fiscal year, but the appropriation is less than $1 billion.  

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization working to ensure that all children and youth have access to quality afterschool programs by 2010. More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.
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