[image: image1.jpg]e

Afterschool
Alliance



[image: image2.png]Nellie Mae
Education,
Foundation




[image: image3.png]Rhode Island
AFTER
SCHoOL
PLUS Alliance





MEDIA ALERT
CONTACT:  Kevin Gould
May 25, 2007
401/831-3700
New Survey Exploring Rhode Island Mayors’ Views on Afterschool

To be Released at Statewide Afterschool Conference

Outstanding Rhode Island Afterschool Providers to be Honored at

“Breakfast of Champions,” Major New Grant to be Announced 

A new Afterschool Alliance survey assessing Rhode Island mayors’ perspectives on the benefits of afterschool, their willingness to invest in programs and their concerns about youth in their communities will be released to kick off the 2007 Statewide Afterschool Conference on Wednesday, May 30.  The conference will begin with a “Breakfast of Champions” at which the Rhode Island Afterschool Plus Alliance and CHILDSPAN will release the survey and present awards to two outstanding afterschool programs.  In addition, the Governor’s Office will announce a major new grant to support policy development for afterschool programs in the state.
When:


7:30 AM Wednesday, May 30

Where:
George Bello Center, Bryant University 
1150 Douglas Pike, Smithfield
Speakers:

Elizabeth Roberts, Lieutenant Governor of Rhode Island
The Honorable David Cicilline, Mayor of Providence

Peter McWalters, Commissioner, State Dept. of Elementary and Secondary Education

Sue Stenhouse, Director of Community Relations, Office of the Governor
Nicholas Donohue, President and CEO, Nellie Mae Education Foundation

Jodi Grant, Executive Director, Afterschool Alliance
Sarah Cahill, Executive Director, Rhode Island Afterschool Plus Alliance
Shevaun Keogh-Walker, Director, CHILDSPAN 
An Afterschool Student from Rhode Island

The mayors’ survey is the third installment of the Afterschool Alliance’s New England After 3 PM series.  The series is made possible by support from the Nellie Mae Education Foundation, and is the first report ever to focus on afterschool across New England, examining a variety of research on New England children’s weekday afternoon experiences.  
#     #     #     #
NOTE:
  Spotlight on Rhode Island will be available online at www.afterschoolalliance.org   Wednesday at 8 AM.
