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Bright House Networks Sponsor Orlando Youth
At Afterschool Event in Washington, D.C. Next Week
Maitland, Fla…April 16, 2007—Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Florida Youth of the Year Danielle Morgan will spend April 23 and 24 in our nation’s capital learning about advocacy and urging lawmakers to increase funding for afterschool programs.  Bright House Networks is sponsoring the high school senior’s trip to participate in the Afterschool Alliance’s sixth annual “Afterschool for All Challenge.”
“We’re very aware at Bright House Networks that afterschool programs have evolved into significant initiatives that contribute to keeping children safe, helping working families and inspiring students to learn,” said J. Christian Fenger, president, Bright House Networks Central Florida Division.  “We believe it’s important to support these programs and provide an opportunity for a young person like Danielle to go to Washington, DC and speak out for the afterschool programs that do so much for her and millions like her.”
Morgan will join hundreds of parents, children, educators and advocates from around the country at the two-day “Challenge.”  On Monday, she will participate in a special youth leadership training to prepare her to meet with Members of Congress.  On Tuesday, she will attend a Breakfast of Champions, at which the Alliance will honor several afterschool champions, including Members of Congress and Atlanta Falcons quarterback Michael Vick, whose new foundation will support afterschool programs in Atlanta, Georgia and Hampton Roads, Virginia. 

“It is such an honor to be chosen to travel to Washington to let our national legislators know how much programs like the Boys & Girls Clubs mean to young people like me,” Morgan said.  “I am so grateful that Bright House Networks is giving me this amazing and important opportunity.”

After the Breakfast of Champions, Morgan will join other afterschool advocates as they fan out across Capitol Hill to meet with Members of Congress and congressional staff.  In the meetings, advocates will discuss the benefits offered by afterschool programs and urge Congress to fully fund 21st Century Community Learning Centers, the chief federal funding stream for afterschool.  
“Our research shows that every day 14.3 million children leave school with no safe, supervised activity to go to,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Jodi Grant.  “More than 15 million kids would participate in afterschool programs, if only they were available.  But federal funding has fallen short, leaving millions of families in need.  Danielle is lucky to have a Boys & Girls Club to attend, and we’re very glad she’ll be here next week to help us remind lawmakers that more kids need afterschool programs.  We are enormously grateful to Bright House Networks for making her trip possible.  With Congress beginning work on reauthorization of the No Child Left Behind Act, which will set funding ceilings for federal afterschool funding for coming years, the voices of young people are especially important right now.”  
The bi-partisan No Child Left Behind Act authorized $2.5 billion for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers afterschool initiative in FY 2007, but funding has fallen far short of authorized levels.  It was funded at just $981 million this year – more than $20 million in real cuts to the funding provided in 2002.  

#   #   #   #

About  the Afterschool Alliance
The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization working to ensure that all children and youth have access to quality afterschool programs by 2010. More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.
About Bright House Networks 

Bright House Networks is dedicated to providing customers with cutting-edge technology and unparalleled customer service.  With its readily adaptable platform, Bright House Networks delivers video, voice and data services as they evolve, so customers always have the most up-to-date technology at their fingertips.  Video-on-Demand (VOD), Subscription Video-on-Demand (SVOD), Digital Video Recorders (DVR), High Definition Television signals (HDTV), high-speed data services (HSD) and Digital Phone are just a few services offered by Bright House Networks today that not long ago were considered futuristic.

Exceptional customer service is the company’s cornerstone and its top priority.  Bright House Networks’ local, customer service centers are available 24 hours per day, seven days per week, including holidays. 

The company serves more than two million customers in several large markets including Tampa Bay and Central Florida (Orlando), Indianapolis, Birmingham, Bakersfield and Detroit, along with several other smaller systems in Alabama and the Florida Panhandle.  Each community benefits from the company’s long-term support of education and to what matters most in the lives of Bright House Networks customers. 

Bright House Networks, which owns and operates two 24-hour local news channels; Bay News 9, serving the Tampa area and Central Florida News 13, serving the Orlando area, is managed on a day-to-day basis by Advance/Newhouse Communications.
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