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Parents, Students, Educators to Tell Congress:

America’s Kids, Families Need More Afterschool Programs
Atlanta Falcons Quarterback Michael Vick will join hundreds of parents, children, educators and advocates from around the country in visiting lawmakers on Tuesday, April 24 to urge them to increase federal funding for afterschool programs.  Organized by the Afterschool Alliance, the “Afterschool for All Challenge” will bring together advocates from across the country to voice their support for the afterschool programs that keep kids safe, inspire them to learn and help working families.  The event includes a Breakfast of Champions to honor Vick, whose foundation supports afterschool programs in Georgia and Virginia, as well as congressional and state-based afterschool champions at: 

8 AM Tuesday, April 24
G50 Senate Dirksen Office Building
WITH

Senator Saxby Chambliss (R-GA)

Senator Johnny Isakson (R-GA)

Senator John Kerry (D-MA)

Senator John E. Sununu (R-NH)

Representative Dale Kildee (D-MI)

Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-NY)
Atlanta Falcons Quarterback Michael Vick
Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Jodi Grant

Also at the breakfast, three young people will talk about why afterschool programs are so important to them and their families.  They are: 

Zeaira Chestang, Ypsilanti, Michigan

Danielle Morgan, Orlando, Florida

Evan Skandalis, Seattle, Washington

T-Mobile sponsored the trips for Chestang and Skandalis and Bright House Networks sponsored Morgan’s trip.  The United States Tennis Association is sponsoring the Breakfast of Champions.  The bi-partisan No Child Left Behind Act authorized $2.5 billion for the federal 21st Century Community Learning Centers afterschool initiative in FY 2007, but funding has fallen far short.  It was funded at just $981 million this year – more than $20 million in real cuts to the funding provided in 2002.  

#     #     #     #

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization working to ensure that all children and youth have access to quality afterschool programs by 2010.  More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.






