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San Francisco’s Lisa Lucheta
Joins Board of Afterschool Alliance

Principal of Leading Beverage Company Joins Board of National Advocacy Group
WASHINGTON, DC – The Afterschool Alliance today announced the appointment of Lisa Lucheta to its board of directors.  The San Francisco-based Lucheta is a Principal of Torani/R. Torre & Company, the manufacturer of Torani beverage syrups which are sold at cafes across America and throughout the world.  She has been an active supporter of the Afterschool Alliance since 2004. 

The Afterschool Alliance works at the national, state and local levels to make afterschool programs available to all families.  It organizes Lights On Afterschool, the nationwide celebration of afterschool programs held each October.  Last year, more than 7,500 Lights On Afterschool rallies drew more than one million participants from coast to coast.  Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger is the national chair of Lights On Afterschool.  The 8th annual Lights On Afterschool will take place on October 18, 2007.
“Lisa Lucheta is a generous and energetic supporter of afterschool programs, and we are delighted to have her on our board to share her insights and help us realize the goal of giving all children access to quality afterschool programs,” said Afterschool Alliance Executive Director Jodi Grant.  “Under Lisa’s leadership, Torani/R. Torre & Company has been a champion of afterschool, promoting arts enrichment in the afterschool setting and in the cafes and shops where Torani products are sold.  We are fortunate to have Lisa join the Afterschool Alliance ‘family’ and look forward to working even more closely with her to expand access to the afterschool programs that keep kids safe, inspire them to learn and help working families.”
As a Principal of Torani/R. Torre & Company, Lucheta provides leadership to the private, family owned company and its nearly 100 employees.  Torani syrups and beverage products are widely available in retail stores and cafes across the country, and in more than 50 countries throughout the world.  The company is one of two 2003 recipients of the President’s “E” Award for its export program (created by President Kennedy to give suitable recognition to persons, firms or organizations that contribute significantly to U.S. exports).  
Since 2005, Torani has sponsored contests where artwork designed by afterschool students is featured on special edition beverage bottles, with a percentage of proceeds donated to the Afterschool Alliance.  Torani plans to expand its afterschool outreach by engaging its value chain partners in support of beverage promotions and art supply drives.  Lucheta will play an integral role in developing these events and is helping to plan a special fundraising event for the Afterschool Alliance.  
“Afterschool programs provide unique, safe spaces for children to learn, grow and explore,” Lucheta said.  “For more than 80 years, Torani has been adding splashes of color and creativity to people’s lives.  Through our partnership with the Afterschool Alliance, we have been able to support an environment that encourages artistic enrichment and challenges children’s creativity.  Too often, children are missing out on creative opportunities during the school day – with afterschool, kids can have fun being kids and learn new things outside of the classroom.  I am thrilled to deepen my relationship with the Afterschool Alliance and advocate on behalf of programs that are critical to the next generation.”  
Other members of the Afterschool Alliance’s board of directors are Terry Peterson, Afterschool Alliance Chairman, Director, Afterschool and Community Learning Resource Network, Charleston, South Carolina; Jaemie Ballesteros Altman, consultant to restaurateurs and entrepreneurs, San Francisco, California; The Honorable David Cicilline, Mayor, City of Providence, Rhode Island; Dr. Lucy Friedman, President, The After-School Corporation, New York, New York; Glenda E. Hood, former Secretary of State of Florida, and former Mayor of Orlando, Orlando, Florida;  Donna Klein, President/CEO, Corp. Voices for Working Families, Washington, D.C.; Kenneth C. Montague, Jr., former Secretary of Juvenile Justice, State of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland; Gilbert Moreno, President/CEO, AAMA (Association for the Advancement of Mexican Americans), Houston, Texas; Herb Sturz, Afterschool Alliance Secretary, Trustee, Open Society Institute, New York, New York; and Kevin Walker, Associate Vice President, Programs, CS Mott Foundation, Flint, Michigan.
The Afterschool Alliance has offices in Washington, D.C. and New York City. 
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The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization working to

ensure that all children have access to quality afterschool programs.  More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.

