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California’s Afterschool Funding Measure is Major Victory for State’s Families,
Shining Example for Country, Says Nation’s Top Afterschool Advocate
“Our nation took a huge step toward providing badly-needed afterschool opportunities for all children today when California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed SB 638 into law.  It puts Proposition 49 in motion, providing $550 million in state funds for afterschool programs.  We commend California legislators and Governor Schwarzenegger, who championed this measure even before he held public office.  After years of playing a hero in the movies, today Governor Schwarzenegger is a hero to the millions of children and families who will benefit from this measure.  
Today is a historic day.  Voters passed Proposition 49, the afterschool funding measure, by a wide margin in 2002.  The state’s budget has now improved enough to allow for implementation.  

Afterschool programs keep children safe and healthy, inspire them to learn, and help working families.  Lawmakers around the country should follow California’s lead, and Members of Congress should provide the full funding authorized by the No Child Left Behind Act for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) afterschool initiative next year.  No Child Left Behind established a multi-year roadmap for steady growth in afterschool funding, reflecting what was then, and remains now, a national consensus that afterschool programs should be expanded.   Sadly, the 21st CCLC initiative has faced a series of freezes and cuts that are reducing afterschool opportunities across the country.  

More than 14 million kindergarten through 12th-graders in this country take care of themselves after the school day ends, including almost four million middle school students.  Too many become involved in gangs, crime, drugs, alcohol, and sexual activity – problems afterschool programs help solve.  

We can, and must, do better.  California is leading the way, but all of our children and families deserve the opportunities that afterschool programs provide.”

#     #     #     #

The Afterschool Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization working to ensure that all children and youth have access to quality afterschool programs by the year 2010.  More information is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.
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