[Your Address]
[Date]

[Their address]

Dear   :

The world of professional sports provides great inspiration for youth.  Professional athletics show kids the amazing feats that can be achieved through hard work, while spurring new interest among youth in sports and physical activity.  Given [organization’s name]’s positive reach and influence with youth, I would like to invite your organization to join Afterschool for All, a national effort created by the Afterschool Alliance to recognize prominent leaders and organizations—like the NFL, NBA, MLB, NHL and several well-known sports teams—who support the goal of making quality, affordable afterschool programs available to all children and youth who need them.  
You can indicate your support for afterschool programs by signing on at http://www.afterschool2010.org/join.cfm.  There is no requirement for inclusion as an Afterschool for Al partner, financial or otherwise.  Our purpose is simply to demonstrate the broad spectrum of organizations and individuals who believe that every child who needs a safe, enriching place to go after school has one and has the chance to discover new talents and build new skills. 

There are more than 15,000 Afterschool for All partners.  In addition to four of the major sports leagues, partners include sports teams such as the Boston Red Sox, St. Louis Cardinals, New York Mets, 19 US Olympic teams and more than a hundred youth health and sports organizations.  Sixteen governors, 200 mayors, 120 police chiefs and 65 prosecutors, including those from New York, Boston, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Denver and Seattle, have signed on to the project.  National organizations such as AARP; the Children’s Defense Fund; Citigroup Inc.; IBM; the NAACP; the National Council of La Raza; the National PTA; the AFL-CIO; Time Warner; The US Conference of Mayors; and YMCA of the USA support Afterschool for All. Other partners include hundreds of regional, state and city organizations; hundreds of local afterschool providers; hundreds of individual supporters and approximately 50 colleges and universities.

In America today, more than 14 million children are alone and unsupervised from 3-6:00 p.m.—peak hours when juvenile crime triples and youth are more likely to abuse drugs and alcohol and become teen parents.  Afterschool programs keep kids safe, inspire learning and help working families.  In a quality afterschool program, youth have access to caring adults, and engage in fun, enriching activities such as sports, dance, theater and a host of other interests.  The Afterschool Alliance is working to give kids a place to explore these interests and achieve new goals through their participation in afterschool programs.  As you may know, most of our best athletes developed their skills after school, often in a program that introduced them to a life-long passion.
Thank you in advance for registering your support for Afterschool for All.  Your participation will add weight to this rapidly growing effort.

Sincerely,

[Name]
[Phone]

[Email]
