[Your address]
[Date]

[Their Address]

Dear     :

I am writing to tell you about Afterschool for All, a national effort designed by the Afterschool Alliance to bring together diverse individuals and organizations who share the vision that all children and youth deserve access to quality, affordable afterschool programs.  Given your community leadership, I would like to invite you to be part of Afterschool for All. 
You can indicate your support for afterschool programs by signing on at http://www.afterschool2010.org/join.cfm.  There is no requirement for inclusion as an Afterschool for All partner, financial or otherwise, and it only takes a minute to sign on.  It is our hope that this list will simply serve to convey the broad and diverse support that exists for access to afterschool for all children. 

Our nation’s youth need more afterschool programs but the supply lags far behind demand.  Currently, 14.3 million children—among them 40,000 kindergartners—are alone and unsupervised after school.  These young people, especially those in low-income communities, are not getting the extra learning and creative opportunities that afterschool programs offer.  Worse, they face great risk.  Studies show 3-6:00 p.m. is the peak time when juvenile crime triples and when youth are more likely to smoke, abuse drugs and to become teen parents.

Afterschool programs, many led by faith-based organizations, give youth a safe place to go in the hours after school to learn, to grow, and to give back to their communities.  The priorities of Afterschool for All very much mirror those of many faith-based organizations: by focusing upon the development of stronger families, fostering leadership qualities among children and promoting and supporting the availability of high quality, public education.  
Already, more than 15,000 partners have signed on to Afterschool for All.  Partners include sixteen governors, 200 mayors, 120 police chiefs and 65 prosecutors, including those from New York, Boston, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Denver and Seattle. Faith-based organizations such as the National Council of the Churches, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Episcopal Social Services, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, the Korean Presbyterian Church in America and numerous Jewish Community Centers have also signed on.  

Thank you in advance for registering your support for Afterschool for All.  Your participation will add weight to this rapidly growing effort. 

Sincerely,

[Your Name] 
[Phone Number]
[E-mail Address]
