[Your address]
[Date]

[Their Address]

Dear   :
As a leader in the social and educational development of [your community], you are helping to ensure a brighter future for our nation’s youth and children.  Given your leadership, I would like to invite you to be part of Afterschool for All, a national effort designed by the Afterschool Alliance to recognize leaders and individuals that support the goal of quality, affordable afterschool programs for all children and youth.   

You can indicate your support for afterschool programs by signing on at http://www.afterschool2010.org/join.cfm.  There is no requirement for inclusion as an Afterschool for All partner, financial or otherwise, and it only takes a minute to sign on.  It is our hope that this list will simply serve to convey the broad and diverse support that exists for access to afterschool for all children. 

Currently, more than 14 million children and youth are alone and unsupervised from 3–6 p.m. each school day—peak hours when they are at greatest risk of juvenile crime, substance abuse, teen pregnancy, and other problems.  Afterschool programs keep kids safe, help working families and inspire learning.  Quality afterschool programming also play a critical role in promoting healthy lifestyles for youth through positive mentoring, improved self-esteem and greater academic achievement among many other proven benefits.  
More than 15,000 organizations and prominent individuals are already partners of Afterschool for All.  Partners include sixteen governors, hundreds of mayors, police chiefs and prosecutors, including those from New York, Boston, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Denver, and Seattle.  National organizations such as the Children’s Defense Fund, the National Council of La Raza, the National PTA, the Academy for Educational Development, the Council for Opportunity in Education, the Institute for Responsive Education, Kaplan Inc., the Institute for Urban and Minority Education, and the National Association for Bilingual Education are among the many advocacy and education focused partners supporting this effort. 

As afterschool advocates, we are excited about the potential to amass an array of diverse, respected, and influential organizations and individuals who believe that all children should have safe, enriching and inspiring places to go in the hours after school.  Our nation’s decision makers cannot ignore so powerful a statement.

Thank you in advance for registering your support for Afterschool for All.  Your participation will add weight to this rapidly growing effort. 

Sincerely,

[Your name]
[Phone number]

[Email address]
