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Background

President Bush has proposed to cut funding for 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) by $300 million in FY 2009, and to restructure this highly successful initiative into a voucher program.  This would have disastrous consequences for afterschool programs receiving federal funds, and for the nation’s children and families. Hundreds of thousands of children and youth would lose access to afterschool programs, many of which would be forced to close their doors if what is now a stable federal funding stream becomes an unpredictable and insecure voucher-based funding stream.

There is no reason for this cut or to reconfigure the initiative into a voucher program.  Numerous studies have shown that quality afterschool programs give students the academic, social and professional skills they need to succeed.  As the 21st CCLC initiative celebrates its 10th anniversary, we should be expanding it so more of the 14 million children and youth who are unsupervised in the hours after school have safe, supervised activities available to them.

Afterschool programs in this country are already badly underfunded.  The No Child Left Behind Act authorized $2.5 billion in federal funds for 21st Century Community Learning Centers this year, yet just $1.1 billion was appropriated. Although far from the promise of No Child Left Behind, the $1.1 billion is the highest funding level yet and a welcome increase after six years of freezes and cuts left many programs in dire straights.  We should build on that increase and get closer to the promise of No Child Left Behind, not cut funds to a program that is working and that families urgently need.
The proposed transformation to a voucher program is aimed at solving a problem that does not exist.  21st Century Community Learning Centers are administered by the states.  In making grants, they give priority to programs with multiple partners in their applications.   As a result, grantees are diverse public, community and private partnerships including: schools, faith based and community based organizations (YMCA’s, Boys and Girls Clubs, Junior Achievement, Camp Fire USA, Girl Scouts, and many more), science centers, colleges and universities, museums, libraries, health clinics and other resources.  These grants last for three to five years in order to give programs an opportunity to plan and leverage additional resources.  21st CCLC grants are extremely competitive and inadequate funds have meant that states could only fund about 25 percent of applications.  State administrators closely monitor the programs receiving federal funds.  It is an initiative that is working.

Afterschool programs keep kids safe, inspire them to learn and help working parents.  They provide enriching hands-on learning opportunities that young people need.  Alternatively, children who are not in quality afterschool programs are more likely to be victims or perpetrators of crime, to join gangs, use alcohol or drugs and engage in inappropriate sexual activities.  If we care about families and about our future, we will increase our investment in afterschool programs and leave the structure of the program intact.
Talking Points
· The President’s proposal to cut $300 million from 21st Century Community Learning Centers – the chief federal funding stream for afterschool – is a serious mistake.  It would be disastrous for afterschool programs receiving federal funds, and for the nation’s children and families. 

· If Congress agrees to this cut, hundreds of thousands of children would lose their afterschool programs. 
· In 2003, a similar proposal for a deep cut generated a tidal wave of broad-based, bipartisan grassroots support for afterschool programs.  Deservedly, the proposal was defeated by a Republican-controlled Congress.  We will work tirelessly to ensure that this proposal, too, is rejected. 

· President Bush also proposes to convert the very successful 21st Century initiative into a risky voucher program.  Doing so would undermine existing public, private and community partnerships that are working well, and destabilize afterschool programs by making their funding even more precarious.  

· Study after study has found that afterschool programs keep kids safe, inspire them to learn, and help working families.  

· But there aren’t nearly enough afterschool programs in this country to meet the need.  On any given day, more than 14 million children are unsupervised after school.  States are able to fund a mere 25% of applications for 21st CCLC support. 
· The 21st Century Community Learning Centers initiative is the only federal money supporting the establishment of afterschool programs that serve low-income communities.  It is a strong program that encourages public/private partnerships including community- and faith-based organizations.  If these dollars are converted to vouchers as the President has proposed, it will be difficult to ensure quality and accountability.  Rural programs could be particularly hard hit.

· Policy makers on both sides of the aisle have long recognized that afterschool programs are immensely popular with voters because they offer tremendous benefits to families and communities.  With today’s weakening economy, we should be looking for ways to increase this investment in our children and support for families.  

· We will do all we can to ensure that Congress dismisses the President’s proposal and instead increases funding for 21st Century Community Learning Centers next year.

