December 15, 2003

The Honorable George W. Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Bush:

The undersigned organizations urge you to include $2 billion in your FY05 budget for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers afterschool program. This amount is the level authorized in the No Child Left Behind Act.

Afterschool programs are a cost-effective federal investment. They are successful at meeting the needs of children and youth, receive widespread public support and keep children safe while parents are at work.  

While the parents of more than 28 million school-age children work outside the home, and up to 15 million "latchkey children" have only an empty house waiting for them on any given afternoon, only 1.4 million children and teens have the opportunity to participate in 21st Century Community Learning Centers afterschool programs.  Increasing the funding for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program from $1 billion to $2 billion will ensure that 2.8 million youth—twice the number currently served—have access to afterschool programs.  

Afterschool programs are effective at meeting the needs of children and youth. Numerous studies show that quality afterschool programs improve student academic skills and graduation rates, make children and youth feel safer, and reduce the risk that they will engage in delinquent behavior. 

· A study of 19 elementary schools in five states found that students participating in afterschool programs increased their reading and math test scores nearly twice as much as comparable students who did not participate in the afterschool program (Klein and Bolus, 2002).

· The National Research Council reports that it is less likely that students will be arrested, take drugs, engage in teen sex, smoke, or drink if they participate frequently in structured activities during non-school hours (Eccles and Gootman, 2001).

Afterschool programs receive widespread public support in the midst of such competing priorities as stimulating the economy and keeping the nation safe from terrorism. According to a nationwide survey of 800 registered voters in September of 2003 for the Afterschool Alliance (Lake Snell Perry & Associates and The Tarrance Group, 2003):

· Nine in ten voters believe there is a need for children to have some type of organized activity or a place to go after school that provides opportunities to learn.

· 60 percent of voters favor a $100 tax increase per year to pay for every child to attend an afterschool program.

· Nearly 80 percent of voters worry that afterschool programs are reducing their services and/or shutting down because new federal funds are not being made available for the programs.  
Afterschool programs keep children safe while parents are at work. Parents want, need, and deserve a safe place for their children to stay while they are at work. However, far too many children and youth are left alone after school. 

· A recent survey by Fight Crime: Invest in Kids found that nine in ten working mothers believe that youth violence could be reduced if Congress expanded prevention efforts like afterschool programs. Seven out of ten mothers chose investments in afterschool programs over investments in security measures like metal detectors to reduce school and youth violence (Mason-Dixon Polling and Research, August 2003).
· The National Research Council reports that over 11 million are left without afterschool programming (Eccles and Gootman, 2001).

· Juvenile violent crime peaks between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., the hour when school ends (Snyder and Sickmund, 1999).

Afterschool programs are a cost-effective federal investment. Research demonstrates that investing in children and youth while they are young will reduce future costs to government and society as a whole. 

· The Rose Institute finds that quality afterschool programs can reduce costs related to welfare, crime, and education (remediation services and grade repetition) for an average net benefit of between $79,484 and $119,427 per participant (Brown et al., 2002).

· The Washington State Institute for Public Policy finds that effective afterschool programs can yield a benefit-to-cost ratio to tax payers and crime victims of $1.87 to $5.29 for every dollar spent (Aos et al., 2001). 

Mr. President, the time between the sound of the school bell at the end of the day and the arrival of parents at home from work can either be a time for trouble or an opportunity for development. Afterschool programs work. Please make sure that children and youth have safe, enriching opportunities afterschool by fully funding the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program at the authorized level of $2 billion.

Sincerely, 

21st Century Democrats

21st Century Community Learning Centers, Canby School District (OR)

4-H/AmeriCorps*VISTA, Buchanan County 4-H (MO)

9to5 National Association of Working Women - Colorado Chapter (CO)

A Woman’s Place (PA)

ACORN

ACORN (PA)

Action Alliance of Senior Citizens (PA)

Advocates for Children and Youth (MD)

Advocates for Education of Whitefish Bay (WI)

AED Center for Youth Development and Policy Research

AFSCME District Council 47 (PA)

AFSCME District Council 47 Retirees (PA)

Afterschool Alliance

After School For All of Monongalia County (WV)

Afterschool All Stars, Philadelphia (PA)

Afterschool for Colorado Kids Coalition (CO)
Akron After School (OH)

Alliance for Children and Families

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees

American Friends Service Committee (PA)

American Institute of Architects, Committee on Architecture for Education (PA)

American Jewish Congress

Anchorage 21st Century Community Learning Centers (AK)

Anchorage School District (AK)

Arbor Vitae-Woodruff J1 School District (WI)

Archer Community Access Center, Inc. (FL)

BEST Program, Scranton School District (PA)

Bucks County Opportunity Council (PA)
Business Leaders for Sensible Priorities, Pennsylvania Chapter (PA)

Camp Fire USA

Camp Fire USA First Texas Council (TX)
Campaign for America's Future

Campus and Community Children's Center, SUNY Fredonia (NY)

Centerstone/Children Services (TN)

Central Baptist Church (CO)

Champions for Children (TX)

Child Welfare League of America

Children Now (CA)

Children's Alliance of New Hampshire (NH)

Children's Campaign, Inc. (FL)

Children’s Defense Fund

Church Women United

Citizen Action of Milwaukee (WI)

Citizen Action of New York (NY)

Citizen Action/Illinois (IL)
Citizen Power (PA)

Citizens for Consumer Justice (PA)

City Year

Coalition For After School Funding (NY)

Coalition for REASON in Education (CO)

Coalition of Labor Union Women, Philadelphia (PA)
Coalition on Human Needs

Colorado Jobs with Justice (CO)
Colorado Peoples Environment and Economic Network (CO)
Colorado Progressive Coalition (CO)

Columbia Heights Youth Club (DC)

Committee for Justice for All, Northeastern Pennsylvania (PA)

Community Education Association of West Virginia (WV)

Community Education Forum Utah Association for Adult, Community, and Continuing Education (UT)

Community Schools (RI)

Community Transportation Association of America

Congregations Concerned for Children (MN)

Congressional District Foundation, PA One (PA)

Connect for Kids

Cross Community Coalition/Family Resource Center (CO)

Connecticut Afterschool Alliance (CT)

Dahlia/Holly Renaissance Neighbors Association (CO)

Delaware Early Childhood Center (DE)

Demos: A Network for Ideas and Action

Denver Area Labor Federation, AFL-CIO (CO)

Early Childhood Association of Florida (FL)

Escuela Tlatelolco Centro de Estudios (CO)

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Every Child Matters Education Fund

Family Network Agency (IN)

Family Technology Resource Center (GA)

Florida Children's Forum (FL)

Florida Consumer Action Network (FL)

Florida School Age Child Care Coalition (FL)

Food Research and Action Center

Foundations, Inc. (PA)

Gainesville Parks & Recreation Agency (GA)

GCIU Local 14 M (PA)

Georgia Rural and Urban Summit (GA)

Get on B.A.S.E. (MA)

Girl Scouts San Diego-Imperial Council (CA)

Girls Incorporated of Metro Denver (CO)

Golden Age Club of District Council 33 (PA)

Good Schools PA (PA)

Greene County Public Schools (VA)

Heads Up (DC)

Illinois Afterschool Alliance (IL)

Illinois Center for Violence Prevention (IL)

Illinois Education Association (IL)

Institute for Wisconsin's Future (WI)

Kaleidoscope Project, Monongalia County Schools (WV)

Lackawanna Trail School District (PA)

Latino Campaign for Education (CO)

League of Urban Schools in Pennsylvania (PA)

Loretto Women's Network (CO)

Medical Investigation Group, Inc (PA)

Miami-Dade County Dept. of Human Services, Child Development Services (FL)

Michigan Association for the Education of Young Children (MI)

Michigan's Children (MI)

Milbank OST Program (SD)

MSAD#17, 21st Century Community Learning Centers (ME)

National Black Child Development Institute

National Coalition for Campus Children's Centers

National Coalition of American Nuns (CO)

National Collaboration for Youth

National Community Education Association

National Council of Jewish Women

National Education Association

National Head Start Association

National Institute on Out of School Time

National Organization of Women Legal Defense and Education Fund

National Priorities Project

National School-Age Care Alliance

National Women's Law Center

New Cole Community Development Corporation (CO)

New Mexico Forum for Youth in Community (NM)

New York State School-Age Care Coalition (NY)

North Carolina Center for Afterschool Programs (NC)

Nurturing Stepping Stones Foundation (CO)

Office of Public Instruction (MT)

Padres Unidos (CO)

Parent Teacher Association of Pennsylvania (PA)

Parents United for Child Care (MA)

Pennsylvania Alliance for Retired Americans (PA)

Pennsylvania Association of Federal Program Coordinators (PA)
Pennsylvania Council of the Blind (PA)
Pennsylvania Elementary and Secondary School Principals (PA)

Pennsylvania National Organization for Women (PA)
Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children (PA)
Philadelphia Central Labor Council (PA)

Philadelphia Chapter, National Organization for Women (PA)
Philadelphia Citizens for Children and Youth (PA)
Philadelphia Jewish Labor Committee (PA)
Philadelphia Safe and Sound (City of Philadelphia Program) (PA)
Philadelphia Unemployment Project (PA)
Pinellas County Council of PTSA (FL)

Presbyterian Church (USA)

Project EXTREME, Cherokee-Graham-Swain County High School Afterschool (NC)

Project Safe and Smart, Portland Public Schools (ME)

R'Club Child Care, Inc. (FL)

REACH! Project (VT)

Redland’s Christian Migrant Association (FL)

RESULTS

Rights for All People / Derechos Para Todos (CO)

School’s Out Washington (WA)

Seagull Consulting (MI)

SEIU

South Dakota Coalition for Children (SD)

Southern Early Childhood Association (Regional, Southern State) (AR)

State Representative Mike Cerbo, House District 2 (CO)

Suncoast Afterschool Alliance (FL)

Tennessee Citizen Action (TN) 

Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth (TN)

Texas Afterschool Association (TX)

Texas Afterschool Network (TX)
The After-School Corporation (NY)

The American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences

The Center in Child Development and Social Policy at Yale University (CT)

The Coalition for Child Support Enforcement (CO)

The Coalition of Community Foundations for Youth

The National Conference for Community and Justice, Tampa Bay Region

The Youth Investment Partnership - the Maryland Coalition for Youth Development (MD)

Tornado Learning Club Before/After School Program, Storm Lake Middle School (IA)

Unified School District # 480 (KS)

United Way of America

University of Minnesota - Department of Educational Policy and Administration (MN)

USAction

USAction Education Fund

Utah School Age Care Alliance (UT)

Vermont Out-of-School Time Network (VT)

Voices for Illinois Children (IL)

Volunteers of America

Wellesley Centers for Women

Wisconsin Child Care and Education Coalition (WI)

Wisconsin Citizen Action (WI)

Wisconsin Early Childhood Association (WI)

Women of Color Alliance (ID)

Women of Reform Judaism

Women’s Association for Women’s Alternatives (PA)
Women’s Christian Alliance, Philadelphia (PA)
Women’s Community Revitalization Project (PA)
Women’s Law Project (PA)
WomenMatter, Inc. (PA)

Women's Business Development Center (IL)

WomenVotePA (PA)

YMCA of Middle Tennessee (TN)

YMCA of the USA

Youth Policy Institute, Pittsburgh Transportation Equity Project (PA)

YWCA Child Care Resource and Referral Program, Serving Kane and DuPage Counties (IL)

