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Afterschool Is Essential 
to Economy Recovery
• Kids need to be learning somewhere 

safe
• Schools staggered schedules
• Hybrid in person and virtual for school 

and AS
• Virtual doesn’t need to mean solitary
• Physical distancing and other public 

health concerns



Methodology

• Online survey conducted by Edge Research

• May 28 – June 30

• n= 914

• 47 states and Washington, D.C.



• 70% of respondents are serving students in some capacity

Serving youth & finding
ways to stay connected to

youth

Serving or delivering
meals

Connecting families with
community resources

60%

48% 47%

67%
54% 54%

Overall Serving predominantly low-income students

Providing supports



Concerns about children and families

Students missing
opportunities for social

connections

Students experiencing
learning loss

Students experiencing
food insecurity

58% 59%
40%

31% 26%

27%

Extremely concerned Very concerned

89% 86%
67%

• 78% of respondents were “extremely” or “very” concerned about losing 
touch with student in need 



84%
of respondents 

Concerned program 
won’t be able to provide 
services – in person or 

virtually – this fall 



More than           
8 in 10 

program providers say

funding (84%) and 
better guidance and 
resources to protect 
the health and 
safety of staff and 
students (82%) is 
“extremely” or “very” 
important 



A hopeful outlook

52% 
of program providers 

are optimistic about the 
future of their 

afterschool program



61% of programs 
planning to offer 
summer 
programming





Challenges
• More Time
• More Space
• More Staff
• More Money
• Leveraging Every Community Resource
• Federal Funding – Education, Childcare, Labor, 

21st CCLC?
• A Seat at the Table in the Development of Re-

opening plans



State Language for 21st CCLC 
Flexibility

• California
• Ohio



COVID-19 resources, tips, policy news & examples of 
state and program practice:  3to6.co/COVID

http://3to6.co/COVID


What you can do
1. Access to Covid-19 resources on reopening: 
www.3to6.co/covid

- Tools to reach out to school leaders
- Tools to encourage parents to reach out to school 

leaders

2. Share your stories

3.  Complete our next provider survey – open now:
https://3to6.co/survey

http://www.3to6.co/covid
https://3to6.co/survey


Find the survey at:
http://afterschoolalliance.
org/documents/Afterscho
ol-COVID-19-Wave-1-
Fact-Sheet.pdf

Fact sheet: 

PowerPoint: https://3to6.co/survey-
results-ppt

http://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/Afterschool-COVID-19-Wave-1-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://3to6.co/survey-results-ppt


On re-opening 

Big picture and practical 
realities for expanded 
learning in California

21st CCLC Summer Institute 2020

Jeff Davis
Executive Director
California AfterSchool 
Network 



A bit about Expanded 
Learning
• Over $780 million public investment
• Over 4,500 Program Sites
• Over 440,000 K-12 children/youth in 

programs daily 
• Over 980,000 enrolled in programs
• Over 1300 sites funded for summer, etc.
• 16 Regional System of Support Providers 

support programs
• Over 80% of Elementary and Middle Schools 

with over 40% of students eligible for Free or 
Reduced Priced Meals (FRPM) have 
programs. 

• Nearly 400 high school programs statewide



A bit more about Expanded 
Learning in California 

• Operate on schools with over 75% of students 
eligible for Free or Reduced Priced Meals 
(FRPM).

• Serve schools with more than double the 
percentage of English Learners than schools 
without programs. 

• Serve more Latinx, Migrant, English Learners, 
and African American Students than percentages 
in the general student population. 

• Address food security issues, serving daily 
snacks and meals, and summer meals.

• Provide 540 extra hours of learning and 
enrichment (equivalent to 90 school days) 
annually. 

• Keep kids safe and engaged during prime time for 
juvenile crime (2pm – 6pm)    



How have we responded? Communication 

https://www.afterschoolnetwork.org/covid-19

● Up to the minute CDE 
and federal updates 

● Employment, food 
security, CDC 
Guidelines, etc. 

● Relevant Information 
about COVID-19

https://www.afterschoolnetwork.org/covid-19


How have we responded? Leaning into the 
realities on the ground, advocating

#ExpandedLearningAllDayEveryDay

https://www.afterschoolnetwork.org/post/gathering-stories-expanded-learning-field

https://www.afterschoolnetwork.org/post/gathering-stories-expanded-learning-field


Expanded Learning is 
a critical resource in 
what comes next 

● LEA’s engage expanded learning early; Expanded Learning programs, “if you 
don’t have a seat at the table bring a folding chair.”

● Expanded Learning partners are assets to address health (e.g, nutrition) and 
mental health (e.g., stress and trauma) needs of children and families.

● Expanded Learning partners have existing relationships with students and 
families that can/should be leveraged. 

● Expanded Learning partners have a the flexibility to provide a variety of supports 
(outside of direct instruction)
○ Enrichment, academic supports / tutoring, help with schoolwork, working with groups not in 

class in a hybrid model, virtual/distance enrichment and support.   



The conditions of positive youth 
development don’t change in a pandemic  



Positive Youth 
Development the 

Foundation for Quality 

High quality programs create 
conditions that support 
positive developmental 
outcomes. 

Which means
A focus on quality is more 
important than ever… in 
person… virtual… hybrid… 
etc.  





Recommendations 
for Action 1. Set a clear vision that broadens the definition of 

student success to prioritize the whole child

1. Transform learning settings so they are safe and 
supportive for all young people

1. Change instruction to teach students social, 
emotional, and cognitive skills; embed these skills 
in academics and in schoolwide practices

1. Build adult expertise in child development

1. Align resources and leverage partners in the 
community to address the whole child

1. Forge closer connections between research and 
practice by shifting the paradigm for how 
research gets done



The good news

Leading experts 
recognize the 
importance of 
supporting the whole 
child  all day, all year!



Implication 

The table is set for 
increased partnership. 

Recommendation 5: 
Align resources and 
leverage partners in 
the community to 
address the whole 
child



The Opportunity 

Students and 
families in 

schools with  
expanded 
learning 

programs

Medical providers, 
nurses/physicians, 

dentists, vision care 
providers, public health 

screening  and early 
intervention 

Partnerships Mental 
health services, social 
workers, counselors 

prevention, screening, 
and early intervention, 

referrals

Leverage / strengthen 
Nutrition services, 

partnerships with food 
banks, after school and 
summer meals, physical 

activity

Strengthen capacity for 
positive youth 

development, Protective 
Factors, trauma-

informed care, substance 
use prevention and 

intervention



The Four 
Pillars of a 
Community 
School 
- Learning Policy Institute 



Whole Child Health and Wellness Collaborative



There has never been a better moment to dream of something new…

Our society has long been plagued by policies rooted in white supremacy, racial 
injustice, and systematic oppression. As a result of such policies, too many children 

and families have inequitable access to opportunity, health care, mental health 
services, social services, and safe, equitable places to learn and play. Challenges of 
racial and social inequity are only magnified by the COVID-19 crisis and the social 

unrest following the murder of George Floyd.

Now, citizens and governments are questioning the role of entrenched institutions 
such as the police, and are considering new ways to allocate resources to the 

community. We are all forced to reimagine schools and the educational endeavor. 
Now is the time to create the world our children, families, and communities deserve. 

In a time of increased need and dwindling resources, many of our systems must 
collaborate better to achieve their aims.

If you believe that change is necessary, dream big! Now is your moment.



Thank you for all you 
do

Jeff Davis
Executive Director
jdavis@afterschoolnetwork.org

mailto:jdavis@afterschoolnetwork.org


Join us for Part II & II of  the Reopening 
Together Series!



Contact Us

Jodi Grant – jgrant@afterschoolalliance.org

mailto:jgrant@afterschoolalliance.org


Our Social Accounts

Twitter/Instagram: @afterschool4all

Facebook: www.facebook.com/afterschoolalliancedc

YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/afterschool4all

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/afterschool4all/

http://www.facebook.com/afterschoolalliancedc
http://www.youtube.com/user/afterschool4all
http://www.pinterest.com/afterschool4all/
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